
This is the start of the new Fiscal Year of
2012-13 for the Club and we will work hard
to make it an even better year than 2011-12.

Chef Matt is looking at the menu and will
be coming up with some new creative items
to delight your taste buds and get you to come
back again and again.

Be sure to say hi to Sonny our new bar-
tender as well as Jennifer, she isn't new but
she is back to help on weekends.

The winter months are upon us and I know
many of you leave for somewhere warm dur- ing these months, but for the rest of us, re-

member the CLUB IS OPEN and we want to
see you here dining, drinking and having fun.

As many of you are aware and as the
Commodore has mentioned, Andrea has
resigned and Chef Matt, Ginger and Rebecca
in the front office will keep the Club running
efficiently, economically and FUN throughout
the winter months.  In the meantime, I can
assure you the Board is working hard to find
the best long term solution for our bar and
kitchen and will always have the best interest
of the Club and the Members in mind.

Hello All! I hope everyone is having a
wonderful fall season. The leaves are chang-
ing and with it comes some news at BLYC.
Our front of the house manager, Andrea, has
resigned from The Club so she can spend
more time with her family. We wish her
well.  Matt (our chef), Rebecca (our book-
keeper) and Ginger (our lead server) have
stepped up to the plate to keep Our Club the
friendliest, tastiest and very best place to be.
They are doing a great job and I am glad we

have them. We also have a few new friendly
faces in the bar and kitchen, so please say
hello and introduce yourself, they are eager
to meet all of our members.

The fall parties are always a great time to
catch up with old friends and make new
buddies around the Club and I expect we
will see everyone at the OSU beats
Michigan Party! Go Bucks!

BLYC was represented at “Trunk or
Treat.”  This is a Halloween event sponsored
by the Village of Buckeye Lake. They ask
for local businesses or interested groups to
allow local children to trick or treat from the
trunks of participants cars at the local park
so the children do not feel compelled to go
door to door. It is a really neat idea for this
community and the Board all chips in for the
candy. Vice-Commodore Ryan, myself and
our ever helpful spouses were handing out
candy ... dressed in costume, of course!

Christmas is just around the corner and I
look forward to all of our members con-
tributing to the Buckeye Lake Children’s
Christmas fund.  More information is in The
Log. This is a wonderful tradition the Club
shares with our Buckeye Lake community,
and the committee is headed up by
Commodore Joe Campbell. 

I am so proud to be working with our new
board at BLYC. We are facing some chal-
lenges but I feel quite certain that this board
has the membership and the Club as their
first and foremost concern. 

Most importantly, I would like to thank
YOU, our members for making this Club the
best place to eat drink and be more than
merry! We keep getting wonderful feedback
from you all and I am happy you're happy!

November, 2012 - Vol. 21, Issue 9

Commodore
Gayle Fisher-Mulvey

Vice
Commodore

Tim Ryan

Bar&Kitchen

Buckeye Lake
Yacht Club

FROM THE BRIDGE 



As new Docks/Rentals Governor:
First , thanks to Rear Commodore Chuck

Wadley for organizing the docks and rental
so well and turning them over in good order.

Please contact me, Gov. Jerry
Besanceney, at 614 394 3908 or email gebe-
sanceney3@hotmail.com for any docks/
rentals issues.

Immediate objectives:
• Prepare docks for  winter

• Timely payments received for rentals
• Begin next season in good repair
• Conspicuously mark guest docks 
(there are more than you think )

Overall goal :
• Provide you the members with the best

docks and rentals facilities consistent with
the resources available.

Thanks.

Governor
Jerry

Besanceney

Docks &
Rentals

GREETINGS! The entertainment sea-
son is off and running.  By now you have
enjoyed a spooky Halloween blast and a
fantastic Snowball Regatta.  Let's have a
look at what is coming up for November:

ENTERTAINMENT:
Friday 11/2 - Zenna's Sayre's 90th

Birthday Bash! Come and enjoy a joyful
celebration of Zenna's 90th birthday.
Zenna is to the Club like boating is to
water.  Per Steve Harris, "Zenna first came
to the club in 1974 when she married Bud
Sayre.  She and Bud helped to start the
wooden boat show in 1980 and she has
remained active with it ever since.  Over
the years, Zenna has been a staunch sup-
porter of the Club, the Junior Sailing
Program, and, along with Bud, donated our
beautiful mahogany bar.  In 2006, Zenna
commented that, "if you are lucky enough
to work by the water and live by the water
and have a beautiful Club to walk to, you
are lucky enough."  We, at BLYC, are very
lucky to have Zenna as a part of our Club
family. Help Zenna enjoy her birthday, sur-
rounded by her friends and fellow boaters,
while enjoying the Don Beck/Howard
Everitt Duo.  And don't think you are going
to sit on your laurels, bring your dancing
shoes!

Saturday 11/10 (4-7) -  Junior Sailing
meeting

Saturday 11/10 (7:30 - 11:30)
Dinner/Dance night with Eric Solomon
7:30 PM.  Eric has been performing at the
Island House for many years.  Eric is an
accomplished guitarist, composer and
recording artist.  For info check out Eric's
website at http://ericsolo.com/  He's playing
Country today, but he has a dynamite reper-
toire of 60's, 70's & 80's Rock & Roll.  He
is one of the only solo guitar players I
know that can do ZZ Top and make it
work!

Thursday 11/15 - Gypsy/Wine dinner.
You don't want to miss this!  "A 7 course
meal prepared by Chef Matt paired with
spectacular wines from around the world.
A night fit for Royalty."  Picture a blazing
campfire, a star studded sky, the delightful
aroma of gypsy food and the siren strains
of a solo violin.  Hold that image in your
mind as you pick up the phone and make
your reservations for this special culinary
event.  But don't wait long - SEATS ARE
LIMITED. Chef Matt won't let you down.

Saturday 11/17 - Ohio State at
Wisconsin TAILGATE PAAARTY!
Starts one hour before kickoff.  Watch the
site for details. Happy hour beer and tail-
gate food.  Don't sit home on that lonely
couch, come on down and tailgate with
your Yacht Club Pals!  Hang on Sloopy!

Friday ll/23 - Beat Michigan Party!
Entertainment provided by OSU football
and Paul Clark Band.  Bring your dancing
shoes because you will want to celebrate
when OSU beats its perennial adversary.
That's positive thinking for you!  GO
BUCKS!

LOOKING AHEAD:
Saturday 12/1/12 - Dinner/Dance night

with Wendy Pennington. Wendy is a
great singer/songwriter solo acoustic guitar
player.  She also has a great band, The
Juice!  For info check out her web site at

http://juicebandrocks.com/home.cfm Click
on the media link and listen to her perform-
ing at an OSU tailgate party.  

Saturday 12/15/12 - You want to make
your reservations now for what will sure-
ly be the most fabulous Xmas party you
will attend this year.  Fantastic food, a
roaring fire, great company and an
absolutely outstanding Jazz band out of
Westerville called Breezin' Smooth Jazz. I'll
have more about the band in the next issue.
Listen to me - Don't miss this one!
Christmas jazz, smooth jazz, and hothothot
jazz you can dance to.  Sleigh bells ring,
are you listening?

BULLETIN:  Still waiting for volunteers
for the speaker series.  The lines are open!
If you've got a topic that interests you, we
want to hear it.  You can reach me at dblut-
tenberger@gmail.com.

RESERVATIONS:  Remember; make
reservations in advance to help us plan for
you.  No reservation, you may have to dine
on the front porch!  (Brrrrrrrr!)

I know its Fall and, as the boats are put
away, the Winter doldrums begin to set in.
But we have the cure for doldrums right
here, at your own resort, on the BLY Sea!
So come on down to the Club and blow
those blues away!

WE AIM TO ENTERTAIN!
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Governor
Dave

Luttenberger

Entertainment



The Buckeye Lake Yacht Club welcomes
its newest members;

• Kara Mulvey                                             
• Donald Montgomery
• Mark D'Onofrio
• Douglas Stammler
• Tom Hall
• CJ Gross
• Claudia VanWinkle
• Gary McAnnally
• Jack Brown 
• Lori Hubble 
• Bob Bean 
• Carrie Perini
• Denny Verbance

Welcome to your club!!
All members please check your name on

the Membership Roster Board.  If it is not

there or it is incorrect, please let me know
via the BLYC web site.

Look ahead at the calendar of events for
the club.  Choose one to invite your friends
and neighbors to let them see what they have
been missing. If they join between now and
the end of the year, the next dues payment
would be in 2014.

At the Annual Meeting, there was an
inquiry about the cut in the tow path off
Seller's Point not being marked. I have been
assured by the Regional State Park Manager
that the channel marker buoys would be in
place for the 2013 boating season.

COME IN AND ENJOY YOUR CLUB
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Membership

Rear
Commodore

Charles Wadley

I really appreciate your support in the
election, it has been an interesting first
month on the board as we plan for 2013.
Kudos to Commodore Mulvey for includ-
ing the entire board in the budget process;
did you know that the club incurred
$13,000 in credit card and bank fees last
year? $11,000 for linen service? Just a cou-
ple of examples to help explain how our
dues are needed to operate the club. Our
membership runs the club through the
board and I think it's important that we are
all involved, we are all invested and you
can make a difference. My new role is to
help us all communicate.

There will be more information to share
after 2013 objectives are established, in the
meantime, I am looking for a few volun-
teers for the communications team, we will
provide updates and photos for the
Calendar, Website, Log, Member Directory
and maybe add a cool Facebook page for
the Club. Interested? Stop by the club on
Friday, November 16, from 7-9pm to learn

more.
On the back of my campaign letter, I

asked a couple of questions to gather your
feedback and thought it would be interest-
ing to share a summary of the great
responses;  Hope you feel the same way,
please continue to send me your thoughts
so we can continue to improve communica-
tions.Governor

Paul Sanzone

Hello to all. October and November are typ-
ically uneventful for Junior Training. This year
I've had lots of help closing up the Jr. fleet. We
had Tracey, Vic, Ryan, Michael, Matthew,
Susannah, Katy, Cora, and Ian help with about
8 hours of inventorying and storing. Thank
You!

On Saturday, November 10, we have an
evening (4-7 pm) with the Junior's; dinner and
other "hands-on" activities. That evening we
will begin to address creating a Junior
Training Youth Board.

Also, I am currently working with Tracey
and Matt Davis and the I-LYA to sponsor a I-
LYA Junior Traveler Series Regatta at BLYC
in June of 2013; we had one this year on June
23 ... very successful!

2012-2013 Junior Training Draft Schedule
1. Fall & Winter Junior Nights 4-7 pm

November 10; February 2; March 30
2. Fundraising Events

Memorial Day;  July 4, Pancake Flippers; 
Labor Day Sunday, Spaghetti Dinner 
& Silent Auction

3. Camps
June 10 - 14; June 24 - 28; July 8 - 12; 
July 15 - 17 
- BLYC Future Racers Invitational - 

mornings (half days of racing between 
current and potential BLYC Jr. Racers)

- "Poly Wog" mini-camp - afternoons 
(half days)

4. Racing
a. I-LYA Jr. Traveler Series - Regattas

June 8, 15, 19, 22 (Edgewater), 29; July 
6, 13, 20; August 3

b. Race Week - June 17 to 21 (looking to 
make it a week of open-water 
experience)

c. Jr. Bay week - July 21 to 26

Thank You.

Governor
Michael McVey

Junior
Training

Communications

Survey feedback - Why we love the club:
• Love the Pool and Pool bar
• Love all of the nice people, its like 

"cheers" where everyone knows your 
name

• Love club parties and events
• Love the location/views of the Lake
• Love feeling of calm when crossing the   

bridge to Watkins Island, our weekly 
"mini-vacation"

• Love the Dining room, white table 
clothes, best food around

• Love the benefits of Private club, Staff 
is very nice, makes me feel special

• Love Trap shooting at lake (Gun Club)

Survey feedback - Improvement ideas:
• Add music and a second bartender to 

the Pool bar on summer weekends 
• Update and enforce policy for adult 

children of members and guests
• Always have a fire on Sunday in 

the winter
• Provide an updated member directory
• Add more staff, increased service for 
apparent busy days and events 

•  Add dedicated membership service 
during private parties

• Follow up on rumors and act or dismiss 
rumor publicly (Log)

• Add Adult sailing activities, lessons, 
outings, etc. 

• Add more variety on the menu
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AHOY!
I would like to start by thanking

Commodore Gayle Fisher-Mulvey for
appointing me Race and Regatta Governor. I
am very excited to be part of the current
Board and look forward to leading the BLYC
into the next year. Also, I would be remiss not
to thank David Luttenberger for an outstand-
ing job as former Governor of Race and
Regatta. Under his watch, racing at the Club
enjoyed a fine year. He worked hard to pro-
mote sailing and was a true sailor's friend. We
will miss him and his "Racing News" but
look forward to his leadership as entertain-
ment Governor. I have big shoes to fill!

We are entering a slow time for Racing and
Regatta as winter will soon fill the air. This
does not mean we will be dormant, however.
As in the past, we want to hold a series of
seminars on rules, strategies, techniques and
general racing knowledge. Commodore Steve
Harris has agreed to do PRO training at some
point for our club or in conjunction with
another club. Sailors should consider attend-
ing the training even though they do not
intend to be a race officer. Also, we want to
contact our friends at Hoover Sailing to do
some joint peer sharing. Finally, we want get
together over some cold beverages and revisit
this season's sailing in an attempt to keep the
camaraderie going that Lutty generated with
the sailors. Look in future editions of the The
Log for dates and times.

In mid-October, we held the Snowball
Regatta and once again BLYC stepped up to
the plate! Word has been out for awhile that
BLYC puts on a great Regatta/Sailing event
and the Snowball was no exception!  The
response was overwhelmingly positive and
our visitors left appreciative of our hospitality
and professionalism in running a regatta. A

special thanks to a number of people who
helped make this a success. First of all, John
Watson, long time committee chair and his
wife Susan who handled registration; Steve
Harris - PRO; David Luttenberger - manager;
Don Day - awards; Michael and Karen
McVey- awards; Tom Reynolds- picture boat;
Karen Baltzel - photographer; Dwight
Shrigley - mark boat;  Donna Parker -
burgees; and finally, Chef Matt, Ginger,
Bruce and the rest of our BLYC staff for
ensuring that everyone had a great weekend. 

We had good participation with nine
Interlake boats and five cruisers on Saturday
and four cruisers on Sunday (the Interlakes
only raced on Sat.) The  conditions were near
perfect on Saturday, but challenging on
Sunday with high winds. The sailors handled
the first two races quite well in spite of winds
gusting to 17 mph. However, at the start of
the third race, Poseidon and his son Aeolus,
Greek god of winds, tired of sparring with
mere mortals, unleashed 3 foot waves and 25
mph winds, throwing Bob Snow's Salad Girl
into the committee boat - cutting our anchor
rope and damaging Bob's motor. Thus, the
racing ended on Sunday.

Results:  Interlakes  
1st - SteveAsbury
2nd - Jeff Clark

3rd - Mike McClinchie

Cruisers
1st - Bob Snow
2nd - Wes Cartwright
3rd - Chuck Bendig

For more complete results and entries, go
to the Club web site and click on Race and
Regatta and then on Snowball Regatta.

One of my goals is to increase participation
in sailing - either as skipper, crew, or specta-
tor. I encourage those of you who sail to
come out for some Sunday racing and test
your sailing skills against your fellow club
members -even if for a few times. If you are
not competitive, that is okay because most of
our sailors sail for the love of sailing . Don't
own a boat? No problem. Our sailors often
need crew (no experience necessary) and are
more than happy to allow folks to"sign on" to
crew. This is my situation. I don't own a sail-
boat (yet), but crewed for various skippers on
several occasions. Also, many skippers will
take you on as a passenger . I grew up on
power boats and there is something special
about the serenity and quietness of a sailboat
gliding through the water powered only by
the wind. Finally, if this is not for you, come
out for lunch on the porch and watch the
sailors compete against each other and the
wind.

I will leave you with a line from a sailing
song by Jimmy Buffet:

" ...sails, they're just like wings, the wind
can make them sing..."

Sail on!

Governor
Dave Lawrence

Race &
Regatta

The sun is setting on another summer!
The pool is closed and boats are coming out
of the water but that doesn’t mean the fun
has to stop – we just move it inside!!

Reserve your seat for the November
Auxiliary Meeting on at 6:30 p.m., on
November 8. Order dinner, have a drink and
listen to our meeting speaker, Commodore

Gayle Mulvey. The annual Children’s
Christmas Party will be held on Sunday
December 16 at 2 p.m. (see ad in this
month’s Log for more information.) Call the
club at (740) 929-9941 to make your reser-
vations.

The Auxiliary is a great inexpensive way
to take part in many fun events while also
getting more involved in your club. Dues are

only $25 per year and membership is open
to men and women! If you have questions
about the role of the auxiliary or would like
to join please contact any one of the board
members (Tami Schroeder, President;
Michelle Lyons, Vice President; Gail Beck,
Treasurer; Claire Sanzone, Secretary.)

Auxiliary

Need more info? Get it 24/7 at
www.buckeyelakeyc.com



“Ballenger Park?”
Prior to 1983, BLYC’s real estate holdings

consisted only of Watkins Island, the
attached docks, and the small lot at the end
of the footbridge.  We had use of the parking
lot only through an arrangement with our
neighbor, Alice Rosebraugh (which required
putting 50¢ for parking in a coffee can each
time you drove in the lot).  Without Alice, or
had she sold the property to someone else,
we would have been without parking.  We
also had no dry sail area, boat storage, or a
hoist sufficiently large enough to launch
boats.  While BLYC was active and prosper-
ous, the need to address these concerns was
a constant part of the club’s long-range plan.

In March of 1983, the Board of Governors
voted to purchase a piece of property on the
towpath, east of BLYC.  Over the years, this
property had been the site of the Lake
Breeze Hotel and Pier Ballroom, part of the
amusement park, and, at the time the Club
purchased it, home of the “Foxy Lady” bar
and a few apartments.  The acquisition of
this property required using the Club’s
investments in the Fire & Casualty Fund
and, therefore, approval of the membership.
As insurance coverage was both sufficient
and affordable, the Board felt that moving
these investments into real estate was in the
Club’s best interest.  Not only was real estate
on the lake a good investment, but this prop-
erty would give BLYC permanent access to
the lakefront and room for future develop-
ment and expansion.  At the membership
meeting, there was considerable opposition
to using the fund, but in the end, approval
was obtained and the purchase went for-
ward.

Work on the property began almost imme-
diately.  That same September, our current
hoist was installed for members to launch
and work on their boats.  The building that
housed the bar was in disrepair and, after the
tenant didn’t renew the lease, the Club
decided that the costs of repairing the build-
ing were too great.  On April 30, 1984, the
building was used as a training fire for the
Ohio Fire Academy and the work to repur-
pose the site for boat storage began.  An 8’
security fence and lighting was installed and
storage/drysail spots were made available to
members for the cost of $75-$100 annually.
The first member to rent a spot was Mac
Wood, long time member and tireless volun-
teer at BLYC and father-in-law of our cur-
rent Vice Commodore, Tim Ryan.

Commodore Foster’s June, 1983 Log arti-
cle began with the simple statement,

“Eastport is ours!”  While Commodores
Foster and Fisher negotiated the deal on
behalf of the Club, it was initiated the year
previous by 1982 Commodore Ed Ballenger.
Ed’s foresight and leadership throughout was
invaluable to the project.  So much so that in
Commodore Foster’s Log article announcing

the purchase, he suggested that “the property
could fairly be named Ballenger Park.”
Ultimately though, it was named Eastport.
Frank recollects that “well, it’s East of the
Club and it’s a port, which is a quite nautical
word.”  Frank started using the name, and it
stuck.  He says, “It was easier than naming
my children!”  (Really, Frank?  How hard
was it to name your oldest son?)

One major shortcoming of the property,
however, remained for years to come.  After
the heyday of Big Bands at the lake, the Pier
Ballroom closed and was later used for the
Dodge ‘Em Car ride at the park.  Abandoned
when the park closed in the late 1960’s, the
Pier Ballroom later burned to the waterline
in the early 70’s.  This left many old piers in
the water as significant hazards to naviga-
tion.

After many years of discussion and plan-
ning, in October of 2000, Governor Dan
Knaul announced that the Board and
Trustees had approved the construction of 38
new docks to be located at Eastport.  This
project required far more than just building
docks, however.  All of the old piers left
from the fire that had been “prop-killers” for
years had to be removed first.  The contract
was let to P/C Frank Foster, IV and thanks to
his creativity and skill, literally hundreds of
piers (and three Dodge ‘Em Cars) were
removed.  The new docks, wider and longer
than those on Watkins Island to accommo-
date newer boat designs, were dedicated
Memorial Day Weekend of 2001 by our
Fleet Chaplain, Fr. Mike Gribble, and
Commodore Nick Desantis.

Over the years, this fine facility, along
with the Rosebraugh property purchased in
1989, have certainly benefitted the Club.
We now have new docks, storage, a drysail
area, sufficient parking, and a home for the
BLYC Junior Sailing program.  Thanks to
this facility, we’ve also been able to host
several large sailing events such as the 1992
and 2011 Interlake National Championships,
the Lightning Ohio District Championships,
and I-LYA Junior Regattas.  It’s also a great
place to work on your boat and just hang out
with friends.  Meet me for a beer in
Ballenger Park this weekend?

More information on the purchase of both
Eastport and the Rosebraugh property can
be found in the 2006 Centennial History
book available at the Club.  Also see
Commodore Foster’s article about purchas-
ing the Rosebraugh property in the History
Archives at www.buckeyelakeyc.com

Buckeye Lake Yacht Club 5

P/C Steve
Harris, Club

Historian

Looking Aft

The former Breeze Hotel and Pier Ballroom,
in a state of disrepair, was torched to make
way for the Eastport boatyard in 1984.
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2012 Snowball Regatta

Interlakes Winner Steve Asbury PHRF Winner Bob Snow
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Buckeye Lake
Yacht Club

FROM THE BRIDGE 

November
2 Zenna Sayre s 90th Party

Reservations Closed

8 Board Meeting

10 Dinner/Dance with
Eric Solomon

15 Gypsy Wine Dinner

17 OSU Tailgate Party
(Starts 1 hour before kickoff)

22 Thanksgiving
(Club closed)

23 Beat Michigan Party

The 2012-2013 Board
Commodore Gayle Fisher-Mulvey

Vice Commodore
Tim Ryan
Bar & Kitchen

Rear Commodore Chuck Wadley 
Membership

Governor Dave Luttenberger
Entertainment

Governor Jeff Lyons
House & Grounds
Paul Sanzone
Communications

Gerry Besanceney
Docks & Rentals

Michael McVey
Junior Sailing

Dave Lawrence
Race & Regatta

The Trustees
Commodore Joe Campbell
Commodore Mike Jacobs
Commodore Don Harris

Commodore Rick Henderson
Commodore Bob Zeiher

Auxiliary Board
President Tami Schroeder

Vice President Michelle Lyons
Secretary Claire Sanzone

Treasurer Gail Beck

Photographer
and Editor

Club Phone
740/929-9941

http://www.buckeyelakeyc.com

2013 Standing Committees
Commodore’s Association .................................................. TBD

I-LYADelegate ................................... Commodore Steve Harris

Alternate Commodore ......................................................... TBD

Blue Gavel Commodore ................. Commodore Steve Harris

Fleet Captain ......................................... Commodore Don Harris

Power Fleet Captain ...................... Commodore Joe Campbell

Fleet Surgeon ............................................... Dr. John VanGilder

Fleet Chaplain .................................................... Fr. Mike Gribble

Parliamentarian ........................... Commodore Frank Foster III

Historian .............................................. Commodore Steve Harris

Insurance ................... Commodore Al Wing and Mark Scarrett

Audit Committee ..................................................................... TBD

Gun Club ....................................................................  John Doneff
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