
Commodore
Donald Dick

Welcome to the Season!
In my nearly five decades at BLYC, 
I cannot recall a time that there was 
so much excitement going into the 
summer season!  After what seemed like 
forever and endless negotiations, the 
dam remediation project is complete, 
we've got great new improvements 
happening to the Clubhouse and docks, 
our sailing programs are poised to "take 
back the lake" with more participation 
and interest than we've seen in several 
years, and there just seems to be a "good 
feeling" around the Club and the entire 
Buckeye Lake community.  What a great 
time to be a part of BLYC!
May brings better weather, a full lake, 
the start of sailing and boating, and — 
of course — the opening of the pool.  
Things are going to get busy soon, but 
BLYC is ready and up to the challenge.  
Paul, Josh, Rebecca, and the staff have 
been making preparations for the 
summer season and are ready to make 

sure that  your experience at the Club is 
a good one. We've got some great events 
and entertainment planned and BLYC 
will, again, be the center of boating 
activity at Buckeye Lake.
One final reminder... If you have not yet 
paid your 2019 dues and fees, they are 
past due.  If you have overlooked this 
obligation, please contact Rebecca in the 
Club office as soon as possible so as not 
to risk your membership status. 
Peggy and I would like to thank everyone 
who came out for the Commodores Ball 
and shared the evening with us.  Vice 
Commodore Mark Pyle and Anna did 
an outstanding job putting together 
this traditional club event.  I think 
that everyone enjoyed themselves — I 
know that Peggy and I did.  Again, it 
is a great time to be involved at BLYC 
and the Ball reminded me of all those 
— Commodores, Govenors, Members, 
and staff — who have come before and 
served this club for the last 113 years.  
I am truly humbled to serve as your 
Commodore this year.  

Now... Let the Season Begin! 

Commodore Don Dick

Supper Club
Friday, May 3

Don Beck
New Members Cocktail Party

Saturday, May 4
5:00-7:00 pm

Cinco De Mayo Party
Saturday, May 4

Kate Zerby & Red Hot
Semi-Annual Meeting

Sunday, May 5
2:00 pm

Tar Social — Pray for Wind Party
Friday, May 10
Supper Club
Friday, May 10
Blackstone Duo

Mothers Day Brunch
Sunday, May 12
Supper Club
Friday, May 17

Phil Clark
POOL OPENS
Friday, May 24
Supper Club
Friday, May 24
Second Story

Reelin' in the Years
Saturday, May 25

"Sail on Sundays" Racing
Sunday, May 26
1:00 pm Start

Grand Opening Pool Party
Sunday, May 26
Pete Mernedakis

Junior Sailing Shrimp Boil
Sunday, May 26

Commodore Edward C. Metzgar
Long Distance Race

Monday, May 27
11:00 am Start
Pool Party

Monday, May 27
Eric Solomon
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https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/dispatch/obituary.aspx?n=peggy-yerke&pid=192260745&fhid=8704
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newarkadvocate/obituary.aspx?n=keifer-boggess&pid=192077848&fhid=8684
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-don-dick/


Membership
- Governor Brian Thom

Please join me in welcoming our newest members of BLYC...

Casey Clark

Dean Pickett

NEW MEMBERS PARTY:
All members who joined since September — Join on 
Saturday, May 4th from 5:00-7:00 pm prior to the Cinco 
de Mayo Party for a get together just for you!  Meet the 
Board & Officers — Learn more about the benefits of your 
membership — enjoy complimentary cocktails and hors 
d'oeuvres and a whole lot of fun!  
If you know of someone interested in joining us, please pick 
up an application at the Clubhouse or direct them to apply 
online via the website.  If I can be of assistance, please do not 
hesitate to ask!

Let the Season Begin!
Brian Thom
Membership

ENTERTAINMENT
- Governor Jeff Hamilton

BLYC is Ready for Summer!
Welcome back to all of our Snowbirds! The Club is ready for 
the summer and it is time to have fun on the patio. Thank 
you to everyone who came out for the spring work day and 
helped to get the Club ready for a busy summer season. 
Entertainment kicks off on May 3rd with Don Beck playing 
Supper Club. The fun continues on May 4th — We will 
have the Kentucky Derby on the big screen and then we 
will have a newcomer for our Cinco de Mayo Party. We 
will have the amazing Katie Zerby & Red Hot band. Her 
soulful voice will rock you. Her band is primarily an 80’s 
rock band but they also play classic 70’s rock. You can visit 
the website at katiezerbyandredhot.com or facebook.com/
katiezerbyandredhot where you can hear her music. 
We have another newcomer to BLYC on May 10th. The 
BlackStone Duo will be playing Supper Club. They play 
classic rock and country. You can listen to them at facebook.
com/BlackStoneDuo. 
Matt Frampton will be playing for Thirsty Thursday on 
May 16th. He will be playing from 6:30-9:30 pm. Phil Clark 
will be at BLYC for Supper Club on May 18th. Phil is a very 
talented vocalist and instrumentalist. You can hear him 
at https://www.facebook.com/phillip.m.clark1 or www.
JazzColumbus.com. 
Finally, we have the kick off to summer weekend which 
will be jam packed of events. On Friday, May 24th, the pool 
opens! Also, for Supper Club that evening, we will have 
Second Story playing. Saturday evening we will have Reelin’ 
in the Years back to rock us. If you missed them last year, 
you do not want to miss this show. You can check them out 
at www.riyband.com. On Sunday, May 26th, it is the grand 
opening pool party. We will have the wonderful sounds of 
Pete Mernedakis playing from 1:00-5:00 pm. Hang around 
that evening for the Juniors Seafood Boil. Chef Josh will be 
preparing a feast for you and there will be entertainment 
as well. Finally, on Memorial Day, May 27th, we will have 
the long distance   race and we will have Eric Solomon 
entertaining you at the pool as well from 1:00-5:00 pm.
Summer is here and we are ready to have some fun at BLYC! 
There are boats in the water and the lake is full. It is time to 
enjoy the Club and hear some great entertainment. I look 
forward to seeing you at the Club!

Jeff Hamilton
Entertainment

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Protecting Your Family’s Interests! 

 
 Charles McClenaghan 

Licensed in Ohio and Florida 
(614) 429-1053 

Charles@lawdublin.com 
 

BLYC Member since 2006 
 
 

• Estate Planning 
• Probate 
• Real Estate 
• Small Business 

Representation 

POOL OPENS
Friday, May 24

http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-brian-thom/
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http://www.ohioyamaha.com
http://www.lawdublin.com


Finance Committee
As many members and former Governors and Commodores 
are aware, the BLYC Constitution is a document that has 
served the Club well for many years, but it really needs some 
enhancements to bring the document up to the standards 
of the day.  One of the problems past Boards have had with 
making changes to the BLYC Constitution is the challenge of 
obtaining a quorum of members who are eligible to vote at the 
Semi-Annual or Annual Meetings. Unfortunately, we’ve not 
had a quorum in many, many years at either of the meetings 
and therefore have not been able to put forth changes for vote. 
In order to make the needed changes to the BLYC 
Constitution, our quest will be to get a quorum of members 
to attend the Annual Meeting on Sunday, September 25th, 
2019.  We intend to put forth one simple change for vote at 
that time — change the definition of quorum so that future 
changes can be publicized, discussed, and voted upon.  Our 
first step in that effort will be publicizing in future Log articles 
the actual language to be voted upon in September.  Once the 
language is cleared and published, we can move forward on 
the enticements for getting members to attend the Annual 
Meeting and voting.

• Draperies • Motorized Products
• Shutters • Blinds & Shades

• Specialty Hardware
• Custom Bedding

www.HangUpsinc.com
C. Mark Russell 

614-239-7004
Fax: 614-239-7668

3751 APRIL LANE
COLS., OH 43227 

Custom Design and 
Fabrication of Interior

Window Coverings

hang
ups

Inc.

House & Grounds
- Governor Charlie Campbell

As true as it can be... "The road to success is always under 
construction." That describes the BLYC. Check out the foyer 
with its sliding doors, new paint scheme, and ceiling. No... we 
didn't tie a rope around the pool to keep it from sliding into 
the "deep" Buckeye Lake — We opted for a better solution 
by replacing our seawall.  Chad and Clint Ervin of Cottage 
Maintenance & Construction are placing galvanized steel 
sheets daily.  They soon will stop working on the seawall 
move to building additional boat slip space at Eastport then 
return. Two bike racks are now in place for club use.  Pool 
cleaning begins April 23rd with draining, scrubbing, paint 
touch-up, repairs, refilling, and starting the heater. Thank you 
to everyone who came out and helped on Spring Work Day 
Sunday, April 28th. 
As you first enter the club parking lot, look immediately to the 
right at our new flag pole. Thank you Governor Barb Hein for 
sewing and donating the BLYC burgee! The old entrance gate 
is now in the metal shop for repair.  It soon will be placed on 
our side of the bridge. Hand rails for the steps are on order 
with delivery within four weeks. Thanks to Chuck Wilson, 
the "glass man," several windows have been repaired. Trash 
cans are for your trash — please make an effort to drop trash 
in one and not on the ground. We are currently receiving 
quotes for fencing around the pool and rear of club. Anyone 
knowing of a fence company that would like to quote, please 
let the House and Grounds staff know. Very soon, we will be 
refinishing the flag poles by the front patio. 
FYI: There is an AED wall mounted next to the rear door. If 
interested in learning or refreshing on its use let me know. 

Charlie Campbell
House & Grounds

59 N. 4TH STREET P.O. BOX 488 • ZANESVILLE, OH 43702-0488
TEL: 740.452.8484 FAX: 740.455.4124 • SWBWLAWFIRM.COM

Navigators of Law
Charting you through the legal complexities 
of life. We focus on planning for individuals, 

families, and businesses.

BLYC Members Mike Bryan & Mark Watson

STUBBINS WATSON BRYAN
& WITUCKY CO., L.P.A.

www.hangupsinc.com
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-charlie-campbell/
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-charlie-campbell/
https://www.buckeyelakeshopper.com/
http://swbwlawfirm.com


Bar & kitchen
- Vice Commodore Mark Pyle

It’s once again time to return to "Where the Wild Things 
Are" — otherwise known as the BLYC pool, bar, & grill.  
Construction on the sea wall surrounding the pool is 
moving ahead on time and we expect the pool, bar & grill 
to open the weekend of Memorial Day and begin summer 
hours thereafter.  Our Bar & Kitchen managers are currently 
seeking bussers, servers, and kitchen staff to be fully staffed 
for the summer season. So, if you are aware of anyone 
looking for seasonal work, please contact our service 
manager Paul Eblin to submit an application.  
With the pool opening and the docks soon available, 
please let me remind you that our liquor license prohibits 
members from either brining alcohol on to the premises 
or from carrying alcohol off the island.  Please take note 
that our BLYC By-laws are aligned with the liquor license 
requirements so we ask that you adhere to the rules and 
avoid awkward encounters with the Governors who are 
tasked with enforcing the By-laws. We also ask that you take 
advantage of the grill and kitchen and avoid bringing food 
into the pool area.  Clearly, we understand when parents 
occasionally need to provide snacks for small children, but 
we expect everyone else to take advantage of the variety 
of meals and snacks offered. If there is something that you 
would like offered at the grill, please let us know so we can 
assess whether it makes sense from a cost and logistics 
standpoint to accommodate your suggestion.
Recently we introduced comment cards in the bar and 
dining billing sleeves. Thus far we’ve seen a fairly strong 
response with well over a hundred comments to date.  The 
responses have been very positive in nearly all areas and 
it seems the majority of you are pleased with the food and 
service. One area for improvement is the weak greeting 
members receive when entering the Club.  In addition, 
we’ve had some constructive comments on the food and 
entertainment.  We are taking all of the comments into 
consideration as we move forward even with simple things 
like changing the whipped spread to butter, adding more 
substantial toppings at the salad bar, and considering 
different lettuce offerings.  While we cannot accommodate 
each unique member request, we are able to address issues 
more effectively when your comments are specific and 
constructive. Thank you to all who have responded!

Mark Pyle
Bar & Kitchen

STAY UP ON THE
LATEST BLYC NEWS

Subscribe to our weekly 
e-News online Today!

614-299-2133

Junior Training
- Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer

Boating Season is Here!
After a rough start, Summer is underway and nothing 
welcome’s it to Buckeye Lake like a festive Memorial Day 
weekend at our Yacht Club! 
So, mark your calendar for the evening of May 26th for the 
Junior Sailing Shrimp Boil! We will have a silent auction 
and entertainment so come out and have wonderful evening 
and support our juniors.
As you may have heard the Buckeye Lake Yacht Club will be 
hosting the first I-LYA Travelers Series Regatta of the 2019 
season on June 1st.  Please contact me to volunteer as we will 
need... All Hands On Deck!
Registration for this year’s Sailing Camp (June 10-14 and 
June 24-28) is open. You can print the registration form or 
register online under the "Juniors" tab of the Buckeye Lake 
Yacht Club website.

Dates to Remember:
•	 Youth DIVE-IN Movie Nights by the pool 

•	 Fridays — June 14th and 28th

•	 SCUBA Diving Discovery Class — Saturday, July 13th

•	 I-LYA Junior Sailing Championship @ Put-in-Bay
•	 July 14th - 18th

•	 Team Picnic — ALL BLYC MEMBERS INVITED — July 16th

Fair Winds and Following Seas! 

Mike Bruckelmeyer
Junior Training

http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-mark-pyle/
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-mark-pyle/
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-mark-pyle/
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-mike-bruckelmeyer/
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-mike-bruckelmeyer/


LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

Buckeye Lake Yacht Club
Semi-Annual Meeting

Sunday, May 5 — 2:00 pm

AGENDA
Call to Order....................................Commodore Don Dick
Invocation...................Father Mike Gribble, Fleet Chaplain
Pledge of Allegiance..........Rear Commodore Bruce Ames
Roll Call of Commodores....................................................
Minutes of 2017 Annual Meeting........................................
Financial Report............................................Jody Wheeler
Quorum Determination.........Rufus Hurst, Parliamentarian

GOVERNORS’ REPORTS
Bar & Kitchen.........................Vice Commodore Mark Pyle
Communications.................................Governor Barb Hein
Docks & Rentals................Rear Commodore Bruce Ames
Entertainment................................Governor Jeff Hamilton
House & Grounds....................Governor Charlie Campbell
Junior Training......................Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer
Membership.....................................Governor Brian Thom
Race & Regatta...............................Governor Dave Paligo

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Board of Trustees...........................Commodore TIm Ryan
Finance Committee...............Vice Commodore Mark Pyle
I-LYA Delegate..............................Commodore Don Harris
Commodores’ Association..............Commodore TIm Ryan
Commodores’ Steak Nite.............Commodore Greg Miller
Blue Gavel.....................................................Tony Durieux
Sailing Fleets.........Commodore Don Harris, Fleet Captain
Power Fleet......Commodore Joe Campbell, Fleet Captain
Snowball Regatta.......................Commodore Steve Harris
Classic Boat Regatta............Commodore Charles Wadley
BLYC Car Show..........................................Mike Fornataro
Commodore Bob Dye Poker Run.............Mark Severance
BLYC Golf Outing................................................Jeff Clark
Good Neighbor Committee......Commodore Joe Campbell
Insurance Committee..........................................................
Audit Committee..................................................................
Commodore’s Report......................Commodore Don Dick

UNIFINISHED BUSINESS
From the Floor.....................................................................

NEW BUSINESS
From the Floor.....................................................................

ADJOURNMENT

Docks & Rentals
- Rear Commodore Bruce Ames

May — Summer is Just Around the Corner!
This season, the lake will be back to normal and we expect 
a very busy season.  I know everyone is anxious to get their 
boats out but I ask you to be patient.  We have a ton of work 
going on around the club which will hinder dock access.
Cottage Maintenance is currently working on the new 
seawall and will also be doing the work at Eastport.  Our 
priority is to get the pool open by Memorial Day weekend 
but also have access to Eastport.  I will have updates posted 
on our weekly e-mail.  Complete Marine Construction has 
committed to having Area 8 complete by May 19th.
Again, I know everyone wants to get their boats in the water, 
but please be patient.  Our contractors are doing the best 
they can!
REMEMBER — In order to use your dock, you must be 
current on dock rental fees, membership fees and any other 
outstanding debt to the club.  Your signed dock agreement 
must also be turned in.  

Bruce Ames
Docks & Rentals

http://hedmananglinagency.com
http://blrc2036.org
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-governor-bruce-ames/
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-governor-bruce-ames/


Race & Regatta
- Governor Dave Paligo

Hey, hey, hey, first of May... 
Boating season officially starts today. 

(Sorry I could not resist).

FINALLY, the season is here... It is always nice to have a 
chance to start over, especially if your first start found you 
buried in the back of the race fleet. Then, the General Recall 
flag is a wonderful sight! With the new race and sailing 
season starting this month, we all get that chance for a new 
start. At this point, Mother Nature’s spring has been a rather 
wet one, but let’s hope for a bit more sailable weather with 
some warm 10 to 15 knots of wind.
We've got some great plans coming together for the summer 
season and always looking for more ideas. Join your fellow 
sailors on Friday May 10th at 7:00 pm as we renew an old 
BLYC tradition with our “Pray-for-Wind & Tar Social”. 
To add to your sailing vocabulary, “tar” is an old term for 
“sailor.” This is a social event where you can also get all of the 
latest scuttlebutt on this season's racing. 
This year we’re going back to another old BLYC tradition 
and will divide the Sunday racing season into a Spring, 
Summer, and Fall Series. We will also be sailing on the three 
summer holidays, plus the club’s long-standing Snowball 
Regatta is back. If you plan to race in any of these events, 
you must pre-register separately for each series or race. 
Participation in at least two of the three series is required to 
qualify for the prestigious Lambrecht Cup (Overall Season 
Winner).  We will again use noticeofrace.net for registration 
and scoring.

•	 Spring Series: Sundays — May 26–June 23, 1:00 pm start
•	 Summer Series: Sundays — July 7–August 4, 1:00 pm start
•	 Fall Series: Sundays — August 11–September 8, 1:00 pm start
•	 Commodore Edward C. Metzgar: Monday May 27, 11:00 am start
•	 Commodore Earl O. Williams:  Thursday July 4, 11:30 am start
•	 Commodore Dwight R. Haggard: Monday September 2, 11:00 am
•	 Snowball Regatta: Saturday September 21 

And it's not just racing — we want to invite everyone to 
join us. Starting in May, we are bringing back our Thursday 
evening cruising. If you want to feel the sensation of sailing 
for the first time, or it has been a long time since you’ve 
sailed, come out Thursday evenings. We will match you to 
a boat — boats leave the Eastport dock at 6:00 pm. Who 
knows? You might like it enough to get on a team and join in 
our Sail-On-Sunday (SOS) series or Long-Distance holiday 
races. 
As we move through this month, we've inventoried and 
upgraded our race committee equipment and getting the 
Club’s Race Committee boat ready for the water again. 

Prep well, sail fast, sail safe.

Dave Paligo
Race & Regatta

JUNIOR REGATTA
Saturday, June 1st

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

Cat & Howard Team LIVE
Cat Everitt 614.805.7955
Howard Everitt 614.332.5627
catandhowardteamlive.com

Your TEAM for all 
of your Real Estate 
needs at the Lake!

http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-dave-paligo/
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-dave-paligo/
http://catandhowardteamlive.com
http://herrealtors.com/lisastewart


More Photos Online....

THANK YOU
Larry & Valinda Arnold

for the donation of 
the new bikes for 
members to use

https://www.flickr.com/photos/149354960@N07/


BLYC Auxiliary
The new season has begun at BLYC with 
lots of exciting things happening at the 
Club!  After your boats are back in the 
water, stop in for some refreshment at 
BLYC.  Also, enjoy a drink after walking 
the new path or biking around the lake.  
You can park your two-wheeler in our 
new bike racks at BLYC!
Upcoming Events & Meetings:

•	 May 2 – Auction Committee Meeting 
•	 7:00 pm in the Library.

•	 May 5 -  Auxiliary Showcase Sale
•	 Front Porch

•	 May 5 -  Landscape Committee Meeting 
•	 12:00 pm on the Front Porch

•	 May 5 -  Auxiliary Monthly Meeting
•	 1:00 pm on the Front Porch

•	 May 5 – BLYC Semi-Annual Meeting 
•	 2:00 pm in the Fireplace Room

BLYC Clothing Sales — The former 
Showcase is no more.  It was moved 
from the front entryway and, with no 
alternative site available, the Auxiliary 
decided it was time for a change.  We 
will be “displaying” the items for sale 
on a monitor to be mounted in the 
hallway that will offer information 
about ordering apparel in the size, 

color and style of your choice.  Further 
information will be available after the 
May 5th sale.
Landscape Committee — The 
committee has been following the 
reconstruction of the seawall, new 
steps, walkway, and fence replacement 
to determine what and where to plant.  
Since this important work continues 
to evolve, it is our intention to plant 
mostly annuals in our beds and pots 
this year. Creating a master landscape 
plan will continue during the season.  
The meeting on May 5th will  summarize 
progress thus far and set a time for 
planting of annuals after danger of 
frost has passed.  Please join our 
committee on May 5th if you would like 
to be involved.  Susan Hite chairs the 
committee susanhite@insight.rr.com  
Auction Planning Committee — 
Join this committee to continue our 
planning for The White Hot Summer 
Night on August 3rd.  We are nearing a 
critical time for moving forward with 
primary parts of this fundraiser.  Please 
come to the meeting on May 2nd at 
7:00 pm to find out how you can help.  

Stephanie Dodd chairs the committee 
— stephaniedodd@gmail.com  
I-LYA Traveler’s Series Regatta — June 
1, 2019.  The Auxiliary is helping the 
Junior Sailing Program to host this 
event.  Join us at our May 5th meeting at 
1:00 pm to see how you can help.  Lots 
of volunteers will be needed for this 
event with the potential of 120 sailors 
and their families at BLYC.
Sunshine Cards — Send the names 
of members who you would like to 
acknowledge for congratulations or 
comfort to Jane Paligo.  Please include 
the name, address and reason for the 
card to Jpaligo13@gmail.com or call 
1-503-807-9103.  
We are excited about what the Auxiliary 
has to offer this season.  All are invited 
to join the service organization.  Our 
dues are $25 per year payable by 
check, or cash to BLYC Auxiliary.  
Contact Treasurer, Stephanie Dodd at 
stephaniedodd@gmail.com or 740-629-
1333 with your questions.  

Your 2019 Auxiliary Officers
Susan, Sue, Claudia, & Stephanie

Communications
- Governor Barb Hein

I hope you will take notice as you are rounding the corner 
to enter the club parking lot, we now have a BLYC flagpole 
for our landmark. It was generously donated by Tom Blake 
and his wife Donna. Thank you for your gift. I would like to 
thank the workers Chuck, Trent, and Zeb who did the hard 
labor. I am appreciative of their efforts. House and Grounds 
Governor Charlie Campbell — thank you. In just a few short 
weeks, we will be taking our directory pictures. Please know 
that we want YOU — Please sign up for your time slot. May 
29,30,31, & June 1 and also June 12,13,14, & 15. If you have 
time to volunteer to help please do so. Barbara Hein

Communications

2019
Tar Social

"Pray for Wind"
Party

Friday, May 10

http://www.mkmfamilyfarms.com
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/blyc-auxiliary/officers/
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-barb-hein/
http://buckeyelakeyc.com/contact/board-of-governors/contact-barb-hein/


Buc
keye

 Lake Junior Sailing

Mother's Day
Brunch
Sunday, May 12

Omelette Station
Sausage Gravy & Biscuits

French Toast
Bacon • Sausage

Danish • Fruit

Plated Salad
Pork Loin w/Mango Relish

Chicken Marsala
Baked Ziti

Roasted Potatoes • Green Beans

Strawberry Shortcake
$25

per person
tax & tip not included

RESERVATIONS
REQUIRED

SHRIMP BOIL
FUNDRAISER

SUNDAY, MAY 26
MORE INFORMATION

COMING SOON

JUNIOR SAILING CAMP
June 10-14 & 24-28 

Sign Up Online
www.buckeyelakeyc.com

http://www.coconisfurniture.com
http://www.explorebuckeyelake.com


Looking Aft
- P/C Steve Harris, BLYC Historian

125 Years Ago...
On May 21, 1894, the State of Ohio 
passed an act entitled An act providing 
for the dedication of the Licking Reservoir 
as a public park.  It read, in part...

"Be it enacted by the General 
Assembly of the State of Ohio, That 
the body of water known as the 
Licking reservoir, situated in the 
counties of Licking, Fairfield and 
Perry, contained within the metes 
and bounds of the land owned by 
the state, be, and the same is hereby 
dedicated and set apart forever as a 
public lake, to be known by the name 
of the Buckeye lake."

Thus, 125 years ago this month, our 
lake was "born."  The "lake" at that time, 
however, was far from the recreational 
paradise that we know — or even 
that which our predecessors knew a 
century ago!  An abandoned canal 
reservoir, it was basically a stump-filled 
containment with a leaky earthen dam, 
locks, and weirs.  Shallow and in many 
areas impassable, it was hardly an area 
conducive to boating and recreation.  Its 
management and planned improvement 
was placed under contol of the Ohio 
Board of Public Works.
George Watkins was a canal man. Born 
and raised near Portsmouth, Ohio, 
he spent much of his career working 
on the Ohio-Erie Canal and served 
as its last Superintendent. After the 
last canal boats passed through the 
reservoir in the 1890’s, the former 
canals and reservoir became a hodge-
podge of semi-public water supply, 
waste disposal, and flood control.  In 
1906, he was elected President of the 
Board of Public Works. In addition to 
other duties, he was charged with the 
maintenance of over 300 miles of the 
former canal system and it reservoirs 
— most of it in disrepair — including 
the newly designated "Buckeye Lake." 
The 1894 act of the General Assembly 
did not magically transform the old, 
neglected reservoir into a "real lake" 
however.  Lacking any significant 

funding, Watkins had a monumental 
task ahead of him in making the lake 
into a usable public park.  Fortunately 
for Watkins, he found an enthusiastic 
group of Columbus and Newark 
businessmen who wanted to form — 
of all things — a yacht club in central 
Ohio… and he knew just the location!
For years, the press had still referred to 
Buckeye Lake as the "Licking Reservoir."  
While there was some recreational use 
and early development as a resort area, 
it wasn't until the first "official" meeting 
of the new Club, held on Orchard Island 
on May 6, 1906, and once the Club 
adopted the name "Buckeye Lake Yacht 
Club," that our lake was referred to by 
its now-familiar name.
In adherence to a key point of our 
mission statement — The Improvement 
of Buckeye Lake for Boating Purposes — 
the officers of BLYC worked tirelessly 
during those early years to encourage 
improvements of the old reservoir.  
On July 6, 1906, officers of the Club 
hosted state officials on a tour of the 
lake during which the leaky locks and 
weirs were inspected, areas impassble 
due to vegetation were pointed out, 
and they encouraged the state to cease 
all drilling for oil under the lake.  After 
much refreshement and, by all accounts, 
an enjoyable day on the lake, promises 
for improvements were secured.  Within 
the month, repairs were begun and the 
seasonal lowering of the lake levels was 
slowed.  In the coming years, many 
more improvements would come.  As 
a result, not only did the Club flourish, 
but also the entire area.  The Interurban 
brought visitors to the lake from all 
over Central Ohio, the park and nearby 
hotels became popular destinations and 
Buckeye Lake began to come into its 
own.  
In recogntion of his leadership in 
improving the lake, and for his support 
of BLYC, following his talk at the 
Club's Tar Social in 1908, the Club 
spontaneously voted to rename our 
home island from Sunken Island to 
Wakins Island, as it has since been 
known.  Unfortunately, Mr. Watkins 

died suddenly of a stroke in 1911 
and would not live to see the great 
improvements that followed.
In the epilogue of his book, The Story of 
Buckeye Lake, Joseph Simpson wrote in 
1912...

Some day Buckeye Lake will be a 
grand spot compared with what it is 
now. It may be fifty years hence or 
longer when expensive buildings and 
fine grounds will beautify its shores. 
With ponderous machines, shallow 
place now harboring useless herbage 
will be deepend and broadened, 
when wide canals and islands will 
appear forming unique building 
spots to be adorned with beautiful 
residences, and gardens and trees, 
including tall spear pointed poplars 
in the distance.

The reader may smile at our picture 
and call it ‘a fancy,’ but someday it 
will come true, too true alas, when 
you and I and hundreds of others 
will be dead and gone. The people of 
Central Ohio need such a spot.”

Indeed Buckeye Lake is now a "Grand 
Spot" and one enjoyed by the people of 
central Ohio as Simpson, and certainly 
George Watkins and the founders of the 
Club, envisioned.

Co-Hosted by the Buckeye Lake 
Yacht Club and the Buckeye Lake 

Region Chamber of Commerce

YOU ARE INVITED
to a Cocktail Party 

celebrating 125 years of 
Buckeye Lake!

Tuesday, May 21
6:00 - 9:00 pm

Cash Bar
Light hors d'Oeuvres

All Members of BLYC and the 
Chamber of Commerce, along 
with community leaders and 
public officials, are invited to 

join the celebration!
Please RSVP online at

www.buckeyelakeyc.com

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScR8faDhvbG-in6K16SKPJlnbsB1BPSDuFJCLLJSOgPDHJyJA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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http://buckeyelakeyc.com/events/club-calendar/


Secretary/Treasurer           Vice Commodore Mark Pyle
Fleet Captain - Sail                        Commodore Don Harris
Fleet Captain - Power              Commodore Joe Campbell
Fleet Surgeon                               Doctor John Vangilder, M.D.
Fleet Chaplain                            Father G. Michael Gribble
I-LYA Delegate                 Commodore Don Harris
     Alternate                                                   Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer
Parliamentarian                                Rufus Hurst
Historian                         Commodore Steve Harris
Finance Committee           Vice  Commodore Mark Pyle, Chair
                             Rear Commodore Bruce Ames 
                   Commodore Donald Dick
                           Commodore David Luttenberger
                            Commodore Rose McEntire

Insurance Committee                                   TBD
Commodores Association             Commodore Tim Ryan
Blue Gavel                                       Tony Durieux 
Classic Boat Regatta                  Commodore Chuck Wadley
Snowball Regatta                                 Commodore Steve Harris
Annual Golf Outing                                  Jeff Clark
Bob Dye Memorial Poker Run                     Mark Severance
Commodores’ Steak Nite              Commodore Greg Miller
Good Neighbor Committee  Commodore Joe Campbell
Classic Car Show                                Mike Fornataro
Howard & Rosa Clark                     Commodore Greg Miller
     Scholarship Fund                                      Evan Miller

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/BuckeyeLakeYachtClub

Follow Us on Twitter
@buckeyelakeyc

Standing Committees & appointments

Buckeye Lake
Yacht Club
(740) 929-9941

www.buckeyelakeyc.com

Board of Governors
Commodore

Donald Dick
Vice Commodore

Mark Pyle
Bar & Kitchen

Rear Commodore
Bruce Ames

Docks & Rentals
Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer

Junior Training
Governor Charlie Campbell

House & Grounds
Governor Jeff Hamilton

Entertainment
Governor Barb Hein

Communications
Governor David Paligo

Race & Regatta
Governor Brian Thom

Membership

Board of Trustees
Commodore Tim Ryan

Commodore Chuck Wadley
Commodore David Luttenberger

Commodore Dave Lawrence
Commodore Rose McEntire

Club Management
Paul Eblin, Manager
Josh Daniels, Chef

Rebecca Miller, Office Manager

Auxiliary Officers
President Susan Hite

Vice President Sue Derlis
Secretary Claudia Belt

Treasurer Stephanie Dodd

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/BuckeyeLakeYachtClub

Follow Us on Twitter
@buckeyelakeyc

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/BuckeyeLakeYachtClub

Follow Us on Twitter
@buckeyelakeyc
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