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Commodore
Mark Pyle

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
What a fantastic holiday season! It was 
great to see our members taking advantage 
of all the fun festivities the Club had 
to offer.  The awesome decorations, 
children’s programs, and festive holiday 
entertainment enhanced the cheerful 
atmosphere and fostered camaraderie and 
fellowship throughout the season.  While 
the weather may be frightful in January, 
we plan to continue offering entertainment 
and activities that are delightful.  Returning 
to the Club in late January will be the 
Thursday Speaker Series, Sunday Euchre 
games, the Parrot Head Party, and 
Winterfest.  In January we are scheduled to 
be open on the 1st for the bowl games.  We 
will be hosting Supper Club entertainment 
this month and dance classes are also on 
the horizon, so stay tuned.
As a reminder, the Club will be closed from 
January 2nd through January 12th.  This will 
allow us to replace the kitchen floor and 
refinish the bar top.  The kitchen floor has 
been repaired several times in recent years 
but the tile continues to crack and break 

and the floor must be reinforced and tile 
replaced with restaurant grade material.  
Our plan is to take advantage of the closure 
and perform other needed maintenance 
like properly refinishing the bar top. We 
will be open on Monday, January 13th to 
cheer on the Buckeyes in the National 
Championship Game. 
We continue to assess our historic 
structure and strive to make the best use 
of our limited space.  The Board, with 
concurrence from the Trustees, have 
approved an effort to remodel the upstairs 
space for our administrative offices and 
the junior activity room.  We already have 
a few donations for both spaces and, like 
the past improvements to the history room 
and cupola, we are seeking donations and 
asking for volunteers to help complete 
the projects.  The current junior activity 
room, which abuts the history room, 
will be remodeled and become our new 
administrative offices.  The current office 
space will then be remodeled and become 
the new junior room.   We are committed 
to preserving the historic look of the spaces 
and expect to have the changes completed 
this winter.  More information will follow 
on how members can participate.      
One note about winter weather... it seems 
like at least once each year we face the 
need to close or modify our hours due to 
inclement weather and safety concerns for 
our staff & members. We are committed to 
getting the information out to you as soon 
as practicable in these situations.  If you 
haven't already done so, I encourage you 
to follow us on Twitter & Facebook and to 
sign up for the weekly e-News. These are 
our primary vehicles for getting such last-
minute information out. 

See you at the Club!
Commodore Mark Pyle

New Year's Eve Party
Tuesday, December 31

Dave Schubach Big Band

New Year's Day - Club Open
Wednesday, January 1

Come watch the bowl games on the BLYC Big Screen

Maintenance Shutdown
January 2 - 12
CLUB CLOSED

If OSU makes the National Championship Game, we 
plan to open for the game on Monday, January 13

Supper Club
Friday, January 17
Pete Mernedakis

Parrot Head Party
Saturday, January 18

Cat & Howard

Euchre
Sunday, January 19

1:00 pm

Buckeye Lake Region
Chamber of Commerce

Winterfest
Saturday, January 25

BLYC Open to the Public

"All Hands"
Skippers/Crew/Fleet Meeting

Sunday, January 26
2:00 pm

Speaker Series
Thursday, January 30

The Beatles on Ed Sullivan
Dick Williams

Supper Club
Friday, January 31

Terry Efaw

Speaker Series
Thursday, February 6
America's Defense

Jerry Besanceney

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeuHAiNyvTcc8H0MwJY7a6Ay2FyxGH-rxPJRQ1L9wYrqNXXmg/viewform?usp=sf_link


Bar & kitchen
- Vice Commodore Bruce Ames

A New Year!... A National Championship?
As we ring in the new year, we're all excited, not only for 
the upcoming boating season (only 16 weeks until "Full 
Pool"), but also for the prospect that our beloved Buckeyes 
will be playing in just over a week for another National 
Championship.  I'm excited for two reasons - One, everyone 
knows I'm a huge Buckeye Football Fan, and second, I want 
to see Rear Commodore Campbell bust his tail to get the 
maintenance work done early so that we can be open for the 
game!  Seriously though, what a great way to start what is 
sure to be an exciting new year at BLYC!
As Commodore Pyle mentioned, we will soon start the 
remodeling project upstairs to make better use of the space 
and provide for much needed improvements to our business 
office.  Like our Library and Cupola project a few years 
back, much of this will be done with volunteers and we need 
your donations to help bring the project to fruition.  If you 
interested in learning more about our plans, please don't 
hesistate to ask.  It's exciting what we can accomplish when 
our members come together to get a project done.  We've 
already got a lot of the work covered but we're also looking 
for members with specific expertise.  In particular, one of the 
biggest challenges will be moving all of our phone, cable, and 
networking into the new office space.  If this is an area you 
have expertise in... WE WANT YOU!  If you have other skills 
you want to share, please let me know.  Of course, all support 
is appreciated and welcome.  This will be a much needed 
improvement for the business side of the Club operation.
Going forward, we're looking at some exciting new plans and 
improvements in the bar & kitchen operation.  Stay tuned...

GO BUCKS!  See you at the club!
Bruce Ames
Bar & Kitchen

Finance COmmittee
The annual dues and docks billing statements will be arriving 
in your mailboxes soon.  Payments are due by March 1, 2020.  
We are fortunate that we did not have to raise the dues or dock 
charges for 2020.  However, with significant repair and capital 
improvement projects still in the queue for the next several 
years, members should expect an increase next year.  
As a reminder, members can pay dues or dock fees by check or 
credit card.  Take note that we add a 3% convenience fee to dues 
and dock payments made by credit card to cover the fee the 
Club is charged by the credit card companies.  The convenience 
fee was approved and put in place a few years ago. 

SHAKE OFF THESHAKE OFF THE
WINTER BLUES!WINTER BLUES!
LookingLooking for something fun to do on  for something fun to do on 

Sunday afternoons this winter?  Sunday afternoons this winter?  
JoinJoin your fellow BLYC friends for our  your fellow BLYC friends for our 

weekly Euchre Tournament!weekly Euchre Tournament!

SundaysSundays - 1:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Starting January 19Starting January 19thth

Players of all Skill Levels are WelcomePlayers of all Skill Levels are Welcome
COME JOIN THE FUN!COME JOIN THE FUN!

Cat & Howard Team LIVE
Cat Everitt 614.805.7955
Howard Everitt 614.332.5627
catandhowardteamlive.com

Your TEAM for all 
of your Real Estate 
needs at the Lake!

Lake Life!
   Love It, Live It!
2019 Ohio Realtor of the Year! 

   Let me help you get started!

Lisa Stewart 
Realtor, SRS
Your Buckeye Lake Expert!

Lake Life!
   Love It, Live It!
2019 Ohio Realtor of the Year! 

   Let me help you get started!

Lisa Stewart 
Realtor, SRS
Your Buckeye Lake Expert!

Office located in the heart of Buckeye Lake Village
740.814.0166

mlisastewart@gmail.com     herrealtors.com/lisastewart

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf9D_GnSv3X2mcMQaU3la1KSS4MlZXsR8dFGtYF0Y_WX6GBlQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf9D_GnSv3X2mcMQaU3la1KSS4MlZXsR8dFGtYF0Y_WX6GBlQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://catandhowardteamlive.com
http://herrealtors.com/lisastewart


Entertainment
- Governor Jeff Hamilton

It's a new dawn... It's a new day...
It's a new DECADE!
Wow! Those are not the correct words to 
the song but they are fitting because we are 
in a new decade.  I am so excited for a new 
decade and ready to make more memories 
at BLYC. 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a 
wonderful holiday season and I hope that 
you were able to spend time with friends 
and family.  Hopefully, you were able to 
spend time with your BLYC family as well. 
With it being a new decade, I have been 
thinking about what kind of events to 
do for this year. We will definitely have 
plenty of events throughout the year but I 
am wanting to have some different types 
of events as well.  I want to celebrate the 
decades of the past and celebrate the 
decades that a lot of us grew up in.  I have 
several ideas that I am working on but if 
you have ideas for parties or events, please 
feel free to reach out to me.  Entertainment 
does not have to be just about music.  I am 
always looking for help to plan parties. 
With the Club being shut down for several 
days for maintenance, we will not start 
having any entertainment until the work 
has been completed.  We start off on 
January 17th with the wonderful sounds of 

Pete Mernedakis.  He will be entertaining 
you for Supper Club from 7:00-10:00 pm. 
On January 18th, we will have our annual 
Parrot Head Party.  We will have Cat 
and Howard here to sing the night away. 
T his is a fun event and it a great way to 
shake off the winter blues.  So grab a pair 
of shorts, some flip-flops, a Hawaiian shirt 
and come join the fun. 
Euchre will be back this month as well.  
We will start on January 19th at 1:00 pm.  
If you are an avid player or just to like to 
have fun, come on out to the Club and 
have some fun with your friends and make 
some new ones. 
Winterfest is on January 25th and it is 
always a fun day at Buckeye Lake!  BLYC 
will be open to the public beginning 
at 6:30 am and will continue until 5:00 
pm.  We will host the Art Show again 
this year.  We have lined up local artists 
from Buckeye Lake and the Central Ohio 
area.  We will also have entertainment 
throughout the day.  Beginning at 9:00 am, 
we will have Kelly Vaughn playing until 
noon.  Jason Turpening will be playing 
from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.  We can’t pull 
this event off without the help of our 
volunteers.  If you haven’t signed up to 
volunteer, please visit the BLYC website 
and look for the details there.  This is great 
way to showcase our Club.  Getting just 
one new member that day makes it all 

worthwhile.  Bring your friends and enjoy 
Winterfest 2020.  Hopefully Benny eats the 
minnow and we will have an early spring. 
Our Speaker Series is back again this 
year. P/C David Luttenberger has planned 
speakers through the end of March on 
Thursday evenings.  All of the talks begin 
at 7:00 pm.  He has enlisted speakers on 
a wide variety of topics.  Beginning on 
January 30th, we will have Dick Williams 
who will be speaking about the Beatles 
on Ed Sullivan.  I will have the rest of the 
speakers on the Club Calendar and on the 
website as well. 
To end the month, we will have the 
talented guitarist Terry Efaw playing 
Supper Club on January 31st from 7:00 
until 10:00 pm.  Terry is a founding 
member of the band McGuffey Lane. 
Looking forward to February, we will 
continue to have the Speaker Series on 
Thursday evenings except for February 
13th. We will have a Valentine’s Day 
dinner with a string quartet playing that 
evening.  We will also have the Mardi 
Gras Party on February 22nd with the 
Mike Roberts Band returning. 
Stay warm and stay tuned for more 
information on events happening at the 
Club!

Only 80 more days until Spring! 
Jeff Hamilton
Entertainment
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Navigators of Law
Charting you through the legal complexities 
of life. We focus on planning for individuals, 

families, and businesses.

BLYC Members Mike Bryan & Mark Watson
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Protecting Your Family’s Interests! 

 
 Charles McClenaghan 

Licensed in Ohio and Florida 
(614) 429-1053 

Charles@lawdublin.com 
 

BLYC Member since 2006 
 
 

• Estate Planning 
• Probate 
• Real Estate 
• Small Business 

Representation 
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The Beatles on Ed Sullivan
Thursday, January 30

Dick Williams

America's Defense
Thursday, February 6

Jerry Besanceney

Climate Change
Thursday, February 20 

Dr. John Vangilder

Corruption in Government
Thursday, February 27

Tom Charles

Feeding the World
Thursday, March 5

Don Dick

Technology & the America's Cup
Thursday, March 19

Steve Harris

The Music of Buckeye Lake
Thursday, March 26

Paul Clark

Membership
- Governor Greg Tobias

I trust that everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday season 
and hope that you were able to enjoy time with family 
and friends.  While it may be winter outside, the new year 
has begun and, before you know it, boating season will be 
here!  Our membership continues to grow and we welcome 
six new members to BLYC this month.  Please join me in 
welcoming them and please say "Hello" and make them feel 
welcome if you see them at the Club:

Dean Veneziano 

William Gibson

Stuart (Scott) Sadoff 

Chris McIntosh 

Scott K Halstead 

Jim Robinson

As we prepare for what is sure to be a busy summer at the 
lake this season, don't forget that BLYC is a "hidden gem" of 
our lake community.  With the renewed excitement around 
the lake, our community is always welcoming new residents.  
Do you have a friend who recently relocated here?  Why not 
reach out to them about the Club?  Bring them for dinner, 
one of the fun winter parties, or the Speaker Series.  Let's not 
keep the Club a secret.  The more the merrier!
As always, please contact me, Toby Tobias, if you have any 
questions about memberships or want assistance in showing 
potential members around the club.

See you at the Club! 
Toby Tobias

Membership

Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801073

Here to help life go right.® 

Stacy R Engle Ins Agcy Inc
Stacy Engle LTCP, Agent

417 S 30th Street
www.stacyengle.com
Bus: 740-522-5460

State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there. That's
one reason why I'm proud to
support Buckeye Lake Yacht
Club.
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http://mkmfamilyfarms.com
http://www.stacyengle.com


House & Grounds
- Rear Commodore Charlie Campbell

WOW its 2020!! 
A short reflection on a few of the accomplishments of 
House & Grounds during 2019... Phase I of the seawall 
project completed — replacement of fence around pool 
and rear of club — entrance gates on docks — original 
iron gate welcoming each member to the club refurbished 
and back in its place — clean-up of our under-club 
storage — installation of wireless access points for the 
new handheld food & beverage electronic pads — pool 
leaks stopped  — and... and... and… It was a phenomenal, 
successful year for club improvements. 
As we enjoy all of these accomplishments, its now time 
to move forward with our continuing improvement 
program. As you come to the club after it being closed 
for a few weeks, you will see a a new look to our kitchen 
and bar. The kitchen floor is being replaced and kitchen 
appliances rearranged. Our awesome classic boat 
replica bar is being refinished by Matt Zimmerman of 
Zimmerman Boat Works— thus providing many more 
years of “bellying up."  Phase II of the seawall project is 
ready to start but we are in a holding mode as we wait 
for ODNR to issue a permit for us to start.  Understand, 
I write this article in December so maybe by the time 
you receive it, we will have their permission.  A new 
outside cooking awning is being constructed and will 
be ready for use when our outside activities begin this 
spring.  We will be moving the club office to the current 
junior room and moving them to the current office.  As 
the year progresses, House & Grounds will continuously 
strive to improve and maintain the club.  With this said, 
it is you — our members and our staff — who make these 
improvements and our club what it is — THE best place 
on the lake!  
As you are aware, its winter — so be careful when coming 
up the steps to the club and across the bridge as they can 
be slippery.

Until Next Time... Be Safe
Charlie Campbell

House & Grounds

Race & regatta
- Governor David Paligo

Ahoy all sailors and want-to-be sailors! 
Allow me to generalize and say there are two kinds of 
people living at or around Buckeye Lake — those who 
complain about winter and those who find recreation in 
it. The Farmers’ Almanac is predicting we will experience 
colder-than-normal temperatures for much of the winter. 
So why am I even mentioning this? I would like to bring up 
the subject about a different kind of winter activity for the 
hardy souls. 
There are two kinds of sailing: soft-water sailing and hard-
water sailing. Ice yachting is the sport of sailing and racing 
iceboats. An ice boat (often spelled as "iceboat") is a boat 
or a purpose-built framework similar in functional design 
to a sail boat but fitted with skis or runners (skates) and 
designed to run over ice (hard water) instead of through 
(soft) water.  I know there are several members who own 
iceboats, so dust them off, check that rigging and let’s get 
out on that hard water for some winter FUN. 
For the not-so-hardy souls, do not let gloomy winter 
thoughts cloud your horizon, as you can see below, indoor 
sailing activities will continue all winter long.
2020 Boating and Sailing Seminars 

•	 Sunday, January 26: All Hands Skipper/Crew/Fleet Meeting 
(2:00 pm – 4:00 pm)

•	 Sunday, February 9: Introduction to Sailing - Part 1 
(3:00 pm – 4:00 pm) 

•	 Sunday, February 16: Introduction to Sailing -Part 2 
(3:00 pm – 4:00 pm)

•	 Saturday, February 29: Ohio Boating Education Course 
(8:00 am - 5:00 pm)

•	 Sunday, March 8: Race Committee RC-101 
(1:00 pm - 3:00 pm)

•	 Sunday, March 29: Racing Rules of Sailing – Part 2 
(1:00 pm – 3:00 pm)

Another way to stay up on the latest sailing information 
is to subscribe to our Buckeye Lake Sailing mailing list — 
“Notice Board”. The sign up is located in the lower right-
hand corner on the website’s main page.

Prep Well, Sail Fast, Sail Safe!
Dave Paligo

Race & Regatta
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http://www.hangupsinc.com
http://ohioyamaha.com


JUNIOR TRAINING
- Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
2020 is going to be an exciting year for your Junior Training 
program.  The Buckeye Lake Yacht Club Juniors will again 
be hosting the first I-LYA Travelers’s Series Regatta on May 
30, 2020.  We can expect 125+ sailors and their families and 
friends for this event.  The Yacht Club set the standard for 
hosting the Travelers Series last year and I have no doubt we 
will do the same this year. To pull this off we will need ALL 
HANDS ON DECK!  
There will be a Junior Training planning meeting at the Club 
on January 18th from 10:00 am - Noon.  Please mark your 
calendars and plan on attending as we will be drawing out our 
plans for events and programs for the year.  The program is 
for all Children and Grandchildren of members of the Club.  
Bring the Juniors and bring your ideas!
Boating season is right around the corner so be sure to attend 
the ODNR Powerboat License Class on February 29. Watch 
the February Log for further details!
Fair Winds and Following Seas! 

Mike Bruckelmeyer
Junior Training

communications
- Governor Barbara Hein

Happy New Year to all, may this be your best decade! 
As I reflect on my years at BLYC, I come up with my 
“heart-felt memory.”  It is from the 4th of July, Colonel 
Preston arranging the fly by in the morning (just like Vice 
Commodore Ames arranged for Memorial Day this past 
year) and the fireworks in the evening with the American 
Flag lit up in the night sky. Please send me your heart-felt 
memory of life at BLYC and I’ll share it in the Log.  
Shared Memory...

Dr. Keith Crompton shared, ”My dad noted in his 1943 
diary that he attended a stag party on March 20 at the 
yacht club. Later that year he noted he paid the YC dues 
of $15 plus tax.”  Thanks for your story!

This year with all of the fun-filled activities, make sure 
to mark your calendars — You don't want to miss a one!  
Please pick up your directory at the Club and send me your 
pictures.  blychein@gmail.com
I look forward to talking to you. 

Barb Hein
Communications

BLYC Auxiliary
On Monday, January 20th at 6:00 pm, the Auxiliary is having 
an activity for all to enjoy.  We will hold this activity at the 
Harbor Community Center inthe Village of Buckeye Lake.  
We will start off with Kitty discussing what the center has 
to offer to the community.  Then, the Yoga instructor will 
give a free class and we will end with everyone trying out the 
equipment for free.
In February, March, and April the Auxiliary will be having 
dance lessons at BLYC.  Details are being finalized but, they 
will probably be on Wednesday evenings.  More information 
will come later. The lessons are free and we would love for you 
to bring a friend.

Tracey, Debbie, Jan, Kathy, & Stephanie
Your 2020 BLYC Auxliary Officers

ONLINE DININGONLINE DINING
RESERVATIONSRESERVATIONS

www.buckeyelakeyc.comwww.buckeyelakeyc.com

www.HedmanAnglinAgency.com   614-486-7300

N A U G H T Y  O R  N I C E ?
You sti l l  need insurance

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWIKxkV_ZFUi_F0HMqxgoaBud9RFKp5yif014F-EhZw2P1vg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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http://buckeyelakeyc.com/dinner-reservations/
http://buckeyelakeshopper.com
http://hedmananglinagency.com/index.html


http://buckeyelakeyc.com/
More Photos Online....

https://www.flickr.com/photos/149354960@N07/


http://buckeyelakeyc.com/
More Photos Online....LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

REMINDER - BLYC WILL BE CLOSED - JANUARY 2 THROUGH 12REMINDER - BLYC WILL BE CLOSED - JANUARY 2 THROUGH 12

614-299-2133

https://www.flickr.com/photos/149354960@N07/
http://blrc2036.org
http://gutridge.com


WINTERFEST 2020
B L Y C  O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C
S A T U R D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  2 5

6 :0 0  A M  - 5 :0 0  P M

B R E A K F A S T
S A U S A G E , E G G , &  C H E E S E  B IS C U IT S

M U F F IN S

L U N C H
H O T  D O G  B A R
W IT H  A L L  T H E  F IX IN 'S

P U L L E D  P O R K  S A N D W IC H E S
C H IL I

V O L U N T E E R S  N E E D E D
H E L P  S H O W  O F F  E V E R Y T H IN G  T H A T  B LY C  H A S  T O  O F F E R !

V IS IT  T H E  C LU B  W E B S IT E  O R  C O N TA C T  P /C  M C E N T IR E
F O R  M O R E  IN F O R M AT IO N  O N  H O W  YO U  C A N  H E L P

ENTERTAINMENT
K e l l y  V a u g h n
9 :0 0  A M  - 1 2 :0 0  P M

J a s o n  T u r p e n i n g
1 :0 0  P M  - 5 :0 0  P M

ART SHOW
F e a t u r in g  o v e r  a  d o z e n  L o c a l  

A r t is t s  f r o m  t h e  B u c k e y e  L a k e  a n d  
C e n t ra l  O h io  R e g io n !

http://coconisfurniture.com
http://explorebuckeyelake.com


Looking Aft
- P/C Steve Harris, BLYC Historian

Our Own Island Home!
Today we, the members of BLYC, call 
Watkins Island home.  While we have 
done so since 1907, its been "ours" for just 
half of our history, and it hasn't always 
been known as "Watkins" Island.  In fact, 
in the beginning, it was barely an island 
at all!
When the Club was formed in the spring 
of 1906, it held its early events at various 
locations around the lake — in particular, 
the Lake Tourist Hotel on the south shore.  
Certainly, finding a permanent home for 
the Club was of paramount importance 
and, in 1907, several members formed the 
Buckeye Lake Building Company, a for 
profit corporation, to sell shares in order 
to finance a Clubhouse.  In that time, 
the State of Ohio, specifically the Canal 
Commission and later the State Board of 
Public Works, owned most of the land 
surrounding, and all of the islands within, 
the lake.  Those lands were then leased to 
the citizens for private use.
The Building Company first tried to 
assume ownership of a deliquent lease 
on Castle Island, but the lessee got wind 
of the effort and paid his arrears.  Later,  
the Building Company was able to buy 
out the lease held by Colonel William 
Wells, an early BLYC member, on a spot 
of "sometimes land... surrounded by 
always shallow water... and, in spring, 
often flooded completely" known as 
"Sunken Island" at a cost of $3.00 per 
year.  A somewhat spartan "clubhouse" 
and boathouses were erected that year on 
the east edge of the island and efforts to 
dredge the surrounding waters and raise 
the island began.  
Sunken Island, although unique, is not a 
particularly attractive name — especially 
for a "Yacht Club."  But, it was our home 
and the young Buckeye Lake Yacht Club 
grew and enjoyed many activities there.  
Instrumental in both the founding of 
the Club and in the many improvements 
at Buckeye Lake was George Watkins.  
Watkins had served as the Ohio Erie Canal 
Superintendent and, later, as the President 
of the Board of Public Works.  At the 
Club's Annual "Tar Social" in April of 1908 

"Uncle George" reported on the many 
improvements thus far accomplished 
at the lake — new waste weirs, repairs 
to the leaking dam, and a signigicant 
increase in boat registrations — all monies 
from which were designated for further 
improvements at Buckeye Lake.  He was 
met with "irrepressible applause" and, 
on the spot, the members of BLYC voted 
to rename "Sunken Island" to "Watkins 
Island" in his honor and in appreciation 
for his good works at Buckeye Lake.  The 
island was finally, officially, dedicated as 
such on July 4, 1925 with a bronze plaque 
hanging in, what was that season, the 
"new" dining room.
The first clubhouse was barely adequate, 
but it served its purpose well.  As the Club 
grew through the early 1900's several key 
members joined, purchased shares in the 
Building Company, and brought both their 
talents and passion to the effort of builing 
a "real" Clubhouse on Watkins Island.  
Among these were Harry Freeman, a 
Columbus real estate developer (who 
later also developed Harbor Hills), Walter 
Whitacre, a Columbus lumberman, and 
Harry Holbrook, a noted Columbus 
architect (who also designed the Midland 
Theater in Newark.)  These men made the 
new clubhouse, our current Clubhouse, 
a reality.  Completed and dedicated in 
the spring of 1913, it was built at a cost 
of $5,000, for which the Club would pay 
annual rent to the Buckeye Lake Building 
Company of $800 per year.
By the 1930's, BLYC had secured control 
of the majority of shares in the Building 
Company.  The Building Company 
was dissolved and its ownership of the 
Clubhouse was transferred to BLYC.  
BLYC assumed the Building Company's 
lease on the island in December of 1938, 
now at a significantly higher annual rate 

than that originally paid by Col. Wells.  
For years, BLYC continued in its beautiful, 
Victorian-style Clubhouse on Watkins 
Island — leased from the State of Ohio.  
In the fall of 1957, the State passed a 
resolution declaring the lands in, and 
much of the lands surrounding Buckeye 
Lake, Indian Lake, and Grand Lake St. 
Mary's (all previously canal reservoirs) 
as "unncessary" for public use and 
offered them for sale to the leaseholders 
— including offering Watkins Island to 
BLYC.   The Club had the land appraised 
and arrived at a value of around $5,000. 
Although a lot of money, it was certainly 
possible.  BLYC had over $9,000 in savings 
earmarked for "land purchase."  However, 
when the State presented their offer in 
June of 1960, it included nearly 30% more 
land — much of it underwater — than that 
which the Club had based its estimate on... 
and at a higher price.  The total cost would 
now be over $11,000!  Although meeting 
minutes from the time are incomplete, it 
is clear that there was much discussion 
and disagreement on proceeding with the 
purchase.  After all, why would the Club 
want to pay for land that was covered 
by water?  In the end, the purchase was 
approved by the Board of Trustees in 
August of 1960, the payment was made to 
the State of Ohio on May 2nd and, on May 
22, 1961 the Quit Claim Deed transferring 
ownership of Watkins Island to BLYC 
forever was signed by Ohio Governor 
Michael DiSalle.  
Incidentally, most of the "extra" land 
included in the sale is between Watkins 
Island and Northbank.  Fifty-five years 
later, in 2016, that fact was critical in our 
negotiations to maintain our access to and 
our ability to use the island and Clubhouse 
during and following the dam remediation 
project... Money well spent.
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http://buckeyelakeyc.com/events/club-calendar/


Secretary/Treasurer           Vice Commodore Mark Pyle
Fleet Captain - Sail                        Commodore Don Harris
Fleet Captain - Power              Commodore Joe Campbell
Fleet Surgeon                               Doctor John Vangilder, M.D.
Fleet Chaplain                            Father G. Michael Gribble
I-LYA Delegate                 Commodore Don Harris
     Alternate                                                   Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer
Parliamentarian                                Rufus Hurst
Historian                         Commodore Steve Harris
Finance Committee             Commodore Mark Pyle, Chair
                             Vice Commodore Bruce Ames 
                   Commodore Donald Dick
                           Commodore David Luttenberger
                            Commodore Rose McEntire
Insurance Committee                                   TBD

Commodores Association             Commodore Chuck Wadley
Blue Gavel                                       Tony Durieux 
Classic Boat Regatta                  Commodore Chuck Wadley
Snowball Regatta                                 Commodore Steve Harris
Annual Golf Outing                                  Jeff Clark
Bob Dye Memorial Poker Run                     Mark Severance
Commodores’ Steak Nite              Commodore Greg Miller
                           Commodore Mark Russell 
                         Commodore Rose McEntire
Good Neighbor Committee  Commodore Greg Miller
                                Mallory Miller-Sherer
Classic Car Show                                Mike Fornataro
Howard & Rosa Clark                     Commodore Greg Miller
     Scholarship Fund                                      Evan Miller

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/BuckeyeLakeYachtClub

Follow Us on Twitter
@buckeyelakeyc

Standing Committees & appointments

Buckeye Lake
Yacht Club
(740) 929-9941

www.buckeyelakeyc.com

Board of Governors
Commodore

Mark Pyle
Vice Commodore

Bruce Ames
Bar & Kitchen

Rear Commodore
Charlie Campbell

House & Grounds
Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer

Junior Training
Governor Jeff Hamilton

Entertainment
Governor Barb Hein

Communications
Governor David Paligo

Race & Regatta
Governor Brian Thom

Docks & Rentals
Governor Greg Tobias

Membership

Board of Trustees
Commodore Chuck Wadley

Commodore David Luttenberger
Commodore Dave Lawrence
Commodore Rose McEntire

Commodore Don Dick

Club Management
Paul Eblin, Manager
Josh Daniels, Chef

Rebecca Miller, Office Manager

Auxiliary Officers
President Tracey Davis

Vice President Jan Buescher
Vice President Debbie Haptonstall

Secretary Kathy Severance
Treasurer Stephanie Dodd

ParrotParrot  HeadHead
PartyParty

Saturday, January 18
with

Cat & Howard
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