
Commodore
Bruce Ames

It just seems to keep coming!
Just when things were starting to seem 
"normal" again... I know we'll all get 
through this, but boy it's tough!  As you 
are aware, with the recent increase in the 
spread of COVID-19, we're scrambling 
again.  Currently, per state orders, we 
have to close by 10:00 pm each night.  
As such, last call will now be at 9:30 pm.  
We ask that everyone leave the island by 
10:00 pm.  There appears to be hope on 
the horizon with new treatments and 
vaccines coming, but we're all going to 
have to work together to get there.
I cannot stress enough the importance 
of following all social distancing 
requirements and the wearing of 
masks.  If you aren't actively eating or 
drinking, and any time you leave your 
seat, WEAR YOUR MASK!  As of now, 
we are still able to remain open and 
serve our members.  We need to work 
together to keep it that way.
We understand that, right now, not 

everyone is comfortable with in person 
dining.  Keep in mind that, just as we 
did in the spring, we are continuing to 
offer Curbside To-Go takeout.  Help us 
help you by having your favorite BLYC 
meals available and help support our 
staff by keeping them working.  Inside 
dining is still available and we invite 
you to join us if you can.  We are taking 
extra precautions to maintain proper 
distancing and to clean and sanitize on 
a continual basis.  Please join us at your 
Club.
Things have been understandably 
slow around the Club lately.  This is 
particularly difficult for our staff.  Both 
lost working hours and lost tips are 
having an impact on them.  I believe 
that we have one of the best staffs we've 
had at the Club in years!  We don't want 
to lose them!  Please use the Club as 
much as you are comfortable and able, 
and please be generous in showing your 
appreciation to the staff.  They are a part 
of our BLYC family!
Finally, to all of our BLYC family, 
whether joining us on the island or 
wherever your travels take you, please 
remain safe and follow the guidelines 
we've been given.  COVID-19 has struck 
a number of our members, families, 
and friends in recent weeks and so far 
we have been very fortunate with the 
outcomes.  Please — stay safe, take care 
of yourselves and always remember 
that we are in this together.
Because of your efforts...
      We will get through this — as a FAMILY!

Commodore Bruce Ames

ALL ACTIVITIES TENTATIVE
Please consult the website, e-News, and Social 

Media for the latest updates.

Supper Club
Friday, December 4

Gayla Smith

Tailgate Party
Saturday, December 5
OSU @ Michigan State

Children's Christmas Party
Sunday, December 6

Capital University
Christmas Concert
On the BLYC Big Screen

Sunday, December 6
3:30 pm 

Auxiliary Meeting
Thursday, December 10

Tailgate Party
Saturday, December 12

OSU v. Xichigan

Adult Christmas Party
Saturday, December 12

Jazz Gallery

Good Neighbor Christmas Party
Sunday, December 13 

Ugly Sweater Party
Wednesday, December 16

AJ Angelo

Supper Club
Friday, December 18

Lakeside Trio

New Year's Eve Dinner
Thursday, December 31

Dave Bott
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Bar & Kitchen
- Rear Commodore Jeff Hamilton

Happy Holidays!
Thanksgiving may have been a different 
way of celebrating this year but I hope 
that everyone had the opportunity to 
reflect and give thanks for those that 
are special in their lives.  It is now time 
to turn our attention to the hustle and 
bustle of the holiday season.  It is a time 
of year to be with family and friends 
and spread holiday cheer.  We hope that 
you have the opportunity to spend some 
time with your BLYC family at any 
of the holiday events planned on the 
December calendar. 
The safety and health of our staff and 
our Club members are very important 
to the Flag Officers and the Board of 
Governors.  The staff works very hard 
to keep our Club clean and sanitized for 
the members to enjoy.  With the cold 
weather and only having indoor dining, 

I am looking into purchasing a HEPA 
air purifier for the Club.  With the 
uptick in COVID-19 cases in Ohio, the 
Governor has reissued the mask order.  
Please wear a mask when not eating or 
drinking while you are at the Club.  If 
you are not feeling well, stay home and 
take care of yourself. 
Again, I want to stress the importance 
of when you want to dine at the Club 
please make sure that you make a 
reservation.  It is easy to do online and 
it really helps us to plan and maintain 
appropriate staffing and inventory 
levels.  As always, we will seek to 
accommodate our Club members 
wishing to dine with us, but the 
members who made reservations will 
be given first priority.  With all of the 
events happening this month at the 
Club it will be busy.  So, make your 
reservations early and often. 
I want to thank everyone who have 

been giving feedback after dining at 
the Club.  We are hearing good things 
about how the staff is doing.  Please 
keep the comments coming.  If you 
made a reservation online, you should 
automatically receive an email to thank 
you for dining at the Club and a link 
to fill out the feedback form.  I would 
greatly appreciate it if you would leave a 
way for me to contact you.  I have been 
contacting members to thank them 
for their feedback and to listen to their 
concerns.  My goal is to make sure that 
all of the members have a pleasurable 
experience at your BLYC.
I would like to wish everyone a very 
joyous holiday season — Merry 
Christmas and I hope everyone will 
have a very safe and fun new year.  I 
hope to see you at the Club this holiday 
season!
Cheers!

Jeff Hamilton
Bar & Kitchen

• Draperies • Motorized Products
• Shutters • Blinds & Shades

• Specialty Hardware
• Custom Bedding

www.HangUpsinc.com
C. Mark Russell 

614-239-7004
Fax: 614-239-7668

3751 APRIL LANE
COLS., OH 43227 

Custom Design and 
Fabrication of Interior

Window Coverings

hang
ups

Inc.

Membership
- Governor Debbie Haptonstall

Please join me in welcoming our new members of the 
club.

James Baker

Greg Chamblin

Chris Claypool

Wayne Custer

Robert Getz

Brian Milliser

Frank Reed

T. Calloway Robertson

Michael Rozler

Robert C. Seaton

Richard Thompson

Bryan Williams Jr.
If you seem them around the club please introduce 
yourself and make them feel welcome.
We are continuing to have a lot of interest in membership 
at the club.  We are so glad to have the inquiries about 
membership in our great club.

Debbie Haptonstall
Membership

Docks & Rentals
- Governor Greg Tobias

What a beautiful fall this has been and many of you have 
been stretching the season out as long as possible.  Despite 
the headwinds of the pandemic, progress at the club 
continues. The jet ski docks are progressing and will be 
available for the 2021 season. For the next year, I will be 
contacting all members that are requesting docks and keep 
them up to date on availability and the prioritized list. Due 
to the reduced use of the club during these trying times, I 
plan on making all of this information available on our web 
site. As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me, Toby 
Tobias, with any questions or concerns relating to docks, 
storage, and garage rentals. 
Please stay safe and enjoy the holidays to the fullest !

Toby Tobias
Docks & Rentals
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House & Grounds
- Vice Commodore Charlie Campbell

Another month in the history of the Yacht Club and then 
another Year will be starting.  Amazing how time doesn’t 
slow for anything.  Just 2 years ago, we were watching as they 
built a new dam for Buckeye Lake and now we are enjoying 
the benefit of a secure water playground.  Since 1953 look 
how much our club has grown.  WOW — what a record!!  
Although the coronavirus, C19 as it’s called, has impacted the 
everyday lives, in some way, of every Ohioan and our fellow 
citizens across the good ole USA, we at the club have managed 
to push forward.  Keep up the wearing of masks, washing 
your hands frequently, and maintain safe distancing no matter 
where you roam.  At the club we take all these precautions 
seriously.  Keeping the club safe for our members, staff and 
visitors is our number one priority.
If you haven’t noticed, the rear basin work is moving rapidly 
towards completion.  Although we had a few glitches, we have 
kept on schedule and the outcome is as planned.  Hopefully, 
by spring, we will be renting those slips designated just for 
small water craft.  And yes, there is always planned room for 
our members who just stop by the club for a snack to park 
their jet ski, canoe, kayak or small sailboat. 
We are working on enclosing the porch with see-through 
screens and the use of patio heaters.  This project is in the 
format stage and anyone with ideas or wants to help get this 
moving forward contact the House & Grounds Governor. (He 
always needs help)
As always, parking is at a premium.  It is our club, each 
member pays part of their membership to park on our lot. As 
Governor of House & Grounds, I have strived to ensure each 
member has a place to park.  But, it is inevitable that those 
visiting the dam feel NO PARKING except members doesn’t 
apply to them.  Why should it?  Its only one space and I won’t 
be there long.  "Not long" means all day to some.  I have been 
working on a gate system for over two years.  It is now time to 
start putting together an entry system that will do for today 
and provide adequate opportunities for future upgrades 
without completely changing our beginning system.  You will 
be kept informed on this, but be prepared to see a change in 
how we enter the parking lot.
Winter means things can be slippery.  Please, when it rains, 
sleets, snows, or just gets misty be mindful of walking on the 
bridge to the club.  Hold on to the hand rail and walk slowly.  
The wood on the bridge becomes slippery when damp or 
wetter.  The bridge does not belong to the club so changing 
the foot surface is up to ODNR. 
The club will be closed, TBD, just after Christmas for more 
floor replacement.  I want to thank those who helped in 
taking down the band tent. 
Stay Safe & Stay Strong!

Charlie Campbell
House & Grounds

Junior Training
- Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer

Planning for the upcoming sailing season is underway and 
more details will follow in upcoming Log.  Watch out for 
details on the following events;

February
• ODNR Powerboat License Class 

May
• Seafood Boil Fund Raiser

June
• I-LYA Travelers Series Regatta
• Sailing Camps
• Dive-In Movies

July
• Scuba Diving Experience
• Junior Bay Week

With the gift giving season right around the corner you 
may be wondering what to buy that special boater in your 
life.  I would like to suggest one of the Junior Training 
commemorative Brick Pavers for you to give.  A great gift 
for the person that has everything!  The purchase could 
be tax deductible.  Please see me or visit the Yacht Club’s 
website, Junior Tab, for an order form and instructions.    
Fair Winds and Following Seas! 

Mike Bruckelmeyer
Junior Training

ENTERTAINMENT
- Governor Brian Jones

Happy December! 

Christmas and New Year's is right around the corner. 
Thanks to everyone for your patience with us through this 
COVID-19 era.  We are working hard to make 2021 a great 
year for you our members here at the BLYC.  With the latest 
health mandates, all entertainment will now end by 9:30 
(also last call at the bar) and we ask everyone to leave the 
island by 10:00.
December 4th we have Supper Club with Gayla Smith and 
Mike Nelson from 6:30-9:30.  Join us Saturday, December 
5th for a Buckeye Tailgate Tarty vs the "other team up north" 
followed by "The Game" on December 12th  at noon with 
THE team up north.  Our Adult Christmas Party with 
Jazz Gallery playing from 6:30-9:30 will follow that same 
evening. 
December 16th brings our annual Ugly Sweater Party with 
AJ Angelo from 6:30-9:30.  December 18th join us again for 
Supper Club with the Lakeside Trio playing from 6:30-9:30.  
We'll finish of the month and the year 2020 on December 
31st with Dave Bott providing music from 6:30-9:30 for New 
Year's Eve dinners.  Sadly, we can't party until midnight this 
year.

Brian Jones
Entertainment
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BLYC Auxiliary
Merry Merry December 2020 from your Auxiliary Board
Thank you so much to Vice Presidents Stephanie and Jan 
for organizing “Friendsgiving” scavenger hunt and to 
everyone for joining us on November 12.  We had a lot of 
fun! With the spirit of giving back to our community, your 
Auxiliary approved to donate $400 each to the Buckeye 
Lake Food Pantry, John’s Helping Hands 1973, BLYC Good 
Neighbor Committee, Millersport Food Pantry, Thornville 
Community Aid, and $1500 to the BLYC Juniors to help 
with their upstairs room project.
Sunday, December 6th, 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm with Santa.  
BLYC Children and Family Drive-By Christmas with Santa 
and a Sailboat for photos in the BLYC parking lot, if you 
wish.  Please email Claudia Belt at  Beltclaudia19@gmail.
com  with your children’s names, ages, and wishlists.  
Thursday, December 10th  
We will have entertainment by Lakeside Trio. 5:00-6:00 
pm Social Hour, 6:00-7:00 pm Meeting/Dinner and a 
special Christmas beverage. We will also be compiling a 
collection of Christmas recipes to share with everyone that 
evening. Please send 3 of your favorite Christmas recipes 
to Stephanie Dolan at stephaniedolan22@yahoo.com by 
Friday December 4th if you’d like them to be included in the 
collection.  Please make reservations online or by calling 
BLYC 740-929-9941 and let them know you are with the 
Auxiliary.
Save the dates for 2021: 

Winterfest — January 30
Auxiliary Saturday Fun (stay tuned for details) — Feb. 20 
PIBYC visit to BLYC — February 27
Murder Mystery Evening — March 6

Reminder: Please go online at www.buckeyelakeyc.
com , the Auxiliary tab, to support your Auxiliary with a 
$25.00 donation for membership dues or fill out the form, 
payment  can be made by Cash, Check or member charge 
or Contact:  Trinda Ward, membership secretary.   Steve 
Harris is creating a form/link for $35 donation per chance 
to win your BLYC Dues Annual Membership. (Winner will 
receive an $800 credit on their dues statement in February)  
BLYC logo gear makes great holiday gifts!  Check online or 
at the club.  We have long sleeve tees and zip-up hoodies.  
Or... visit Magic Needle in Millersport and order more logo 
merchandise.
The Auxiliary email is  blycauxiliary@gmail.com for any 
questions, ideas or concerns.  This year we have all had to 
learn to be flexible as things are ever changing so please 
check the BLYC website and the weekly e-News for the 
most up to date information. 

Tracey, Jan, Stephanie, Kathy, Trinda, & Sue

Buckeye Lake’s headquarters 
for quality
furnishings.

Rte. 79 (2 miles south of Heath)
740-452-1231
Also visit our 70,000 square feet 
Superstore in South Zanesville.

Featuring over
40,000 square feet 
of great brands like
Flexsteel, La-Z-Boy, 
Tempur-Pedic, Serta, 
plus many others.

SATURDAYS @ BLYC
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We’re all in this together.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801073

Here to help life go right.® 

Stacy R Engle Ins Agcy Inc
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417 S 30th Street
www.stacyengle.com
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Club.
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Communications
- Governor Barb Hein

Thank you to Dr. Keith Crompton for sharing...
The Sayre Brothers
Prologue — During the mid-40's, my mother contracted 
TB and temporarily moved to New Mexico.  My Dad was a 
commercial traveler and traveled a lot in the summertime.  I 
appealed to my Dad to let me stay at our room at the yacht 
club rather than in Columbus with our housekeeper and he 
miraculously agreed.  So rather than having two parents, or 
one parent, I had 20 or 30 who were all BLYC members and 
their wives.  I will never understand why they were so nice 
to me!  The same goes for the folks ay Sayre Bros.
Anyway, I was able to get a "job" at the Sayre Brothers.  Bud 
Sayre's crew at the time consisted of Skeeter Sayre, Jim 
Slocum, and the two Barcuses.  Skeeter was old, wirey, and 
slight.  He probably did not top 120 lbs.  He either usually 
or always had a roll your own cigarette hanging from 
the corner of his mouth, and his sleeves rolled up high, 
probably to display his biceps.  Even thought slight he was 
still strong.  At the time all the hoists were chain, even those 
which lifted the boats over the tow path.  Skeeter could pull 
on the chains as well and long as the others.  He lived in the 
apartment above the workshop with Blanche Sayre (I think 
she was Skeeters brother’s widow).  I only heard Skeeter 
complain about Blanche once.  He said if the radio were 
too loud she would turn the tuning dial off station rather 
than lower the volume.  There was another Blanche Sayre, 
who was Bud’s sister.  She married Gene Miller and they 
lived in the cottage just East of the Yachut Club ramp.  Gene 

was active in aeronautics — I don’t know as an amateur or 
professional.
Bud was just back from the service.  He had been in the 
Pacific theater as a mechanic; repairing battle damaged 
equipment.  He had a gold crown on his front tooth that he 
had gotten from a street dentist in Japan.  It remained until 
he got involved with Zenna, whom he married after Fran 
died.  He never spoke hatefully of his service experience.  I 
was amazed how well he handled all phases of the marina.  
As a sidebar, he knew the multiplication tables through 
15 — how about that!  That summer, he was chasing Fran 
whom he later married.  I thought Bud was an absolutely 
wonderful person who could have done better.  In my kid’s 
eyes she looked OK but had a very demanding personality.  
Maybe she just didn’t like me.  In the refinishing and repair 
shop was Lloyd Barcus and his son Fritz.  Fritz had also just 
returned from the service and never spoke disparagingly of 
his time either.  They were both very skilled at refinishing 
and hull repair.  They endlessly sanded the bare wood with 
sanders which wold isolate back and forth only, rather in 
circles.  This was before random orbital sanders and the 
sanders of the day would leave circles which would always 
be visible when the wood was stained.  They never used 
masking tape — edging bottom paint and boot top paint 
all by hand.  That summer Fritz was dating Jeannie.  They 
eventually went over to Indiana where she was from, and 
got married.  I never saw Jeannie again.  I don’t know 
what happened.  Later, Lloyd and Fritz became skilled in 
fiberglass hull repair, however they certainly preferred the 
woodies. Barb Hein

Communications

LET'S SAILIBRATE!

www.HedmanAnglinAgency.com |  614-486-7300

SEAS THE DAY AND GREAT RATES

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

FLOATING DOCK SALES
AND INSTALLATIONS

BARGE SERVICES
FLOATING EXCAVATOR

WINTER DOCK STORAGE
DOCK MAINTENANCE

CALL TODAY TO 
SCHEDULE EARLY 
INSTALLATIONS AT 

BUCKEYE LAKE
WWW.ROBBCO-LLC.COM

740-954-8004
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Race & Regatta
- Governor Bill Collinson

While October 31st had most people thinking about 
Halloween, the sailors at BLYC participated in our first 
annual Haul Out Event!

On that date, five boats 
and crew got together 
to help each other take 
the sailboats out of the 
water, remove the sails, 
drop the masts, and 
prepare the boats for 
the winter sleep.  While 
chilly in the morning, 
it warmed up due to 
abundant sunshine 
which make the task 
more enjoyable.

Following the work detail, the participants enjoyed a social 
beverage at the Club and discussed the highlights of the past 
season.  
Haul out day was so successful that the participants decided 
that we should mirror the activity with a "Put in Day" in the 
spring at which we will all help each other get our boats set 
up for the upcoming season.  The tentative dates is April 17, 
weather permitting.
I would ask all of our crews to reach out to other sailors in 
the area and encourage them to participate in our racing 
activities next year.
Until next time...

Keep your Bottoms Wet and your Sails Dry
Bill Collinson

Race & Regatta

See us for the best night’s sleep 
after a great day on the lake.

Rte. 79 (2 miles south of Heath) 740-452-1231

Coconis Mattress 1st
showcases over 50 of 
America’s best mattress 
models and brands.
Check us out for the
best selection 
and savings!and savings!
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ANNUAL
BLYC CHILDREN'S

CHRISTMAS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 

E-MAIL CLAUDIA BELT
beltclaudia19@gmail.com

with names of BLYC Member Children 
& Grandchildren who will stop by

for a visit with Santa

CURBSIDE TO-GO DINING
(740) 929-9941

Lake Life!
   Love It, Live It!
2019 Ohio Realtor of the Year! 

   Let me help you get started!

Lisa Stewart 
Realtor, SRS
Your Buckeye Lake Expert!

Lake Life!
   Love It, Live It!
2019 Ohio Realtor of the Year! 

   Let me help you get started!

Lisa Stewart 
Realtor, SRS
Your Buckeye Lake Expert!

Office located in the heart of Buckeye Lake Village
740.814.0166

mlisastewart@gmail.com     herrealtors.com/lisastewart
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PLEASE SUPPORT 
OUR STAFF

DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES, 
ACTIVITY IS SLOW AROUND THE CLUB.  
PLEASE UTILIZE THE CLUB AS MUCH AS 
YOU ARE COMFORTABLE AND ABLE TO 
SUPPORT OUR STAFF WHO DEPEND ON 

BLYC FOR THEIR LIVELIHOOD

59 N. 4TH STREET P.O. BOX 488 • ZANESVILLE, OH 43702-0488
TEL: 740.452.8484 FAX: 740.455.4124 • SWBWLAWFIRM.COM

Navigators of Law
Charting you through the legal complexities 
of life. We focus on planning for individuals, 

families, and businesses.

BLYC Members Mike Bryan & Mark Watson

STUBBINS WATSON BRYAN
& WITUCKY CO., L.P.A.

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Protecting Your Family’s Interests! 

 
 Charles McClenaghan 

Licensed in Ohio and Florida 
(614) 429-1053 

Charles@lawdublin.com 
 

BLYC Member since 2006 
 
 

• Estate Planning 
• Probate 
• Real Estate 
• Small Business 

Representation 

Cat & Howard Team LIVE
Cat Everitt 614.805.7955
Howard Everitt 614.332.5627
catandhowardteamlive.com

Your TEAM for all 
of your Real Estate 
needs at the Lake! “Chris-Craft Chris”“Chris-Craft Chris”

The Christopher Group

Chris HebertChris Hebert
614.419.3844
chris.hebert@herrealtors.com

Buckeye LakeBuckeye Lake
Real Estate SpecialistReal Estate Specialist

Since 1999Since 1999
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Looking Aft
- P/C Steve Harris

BLYC Historian

The Father of Buckeye Lake
Our Club, like most, is adorned with a 
wide variety of historical pictures, plaques 
and trophies.  For most of us, they’ve 
become so commonplace that we walk by 
with little thought as to their significance.  
One, which I’m sure we’ve all seen, 
hangs in the dining room and reads as 
follows…

ININ MEMORIAM MEMORIAM
HON. GEORGE H. WATKINSHON. GEORGE H. WATKINS

PRESIDENTPRESIDENT
STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKSSTATE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

1906 – 19101906 – 1910
————–————–

ERECTED BY MEMBERS OFERECTED BY MEMBERS OF
BUCKEYE LAKE YACHT CLUB ANDBUCKEYE LAKE YACHT CLUB AND

OTHER FRIENDS IN MEMORY OF HISOTHER FRIENDS IN MEMORY OF HIS
SERVICES AS THE FATHER ANDSERVICES AS THE FATHER AND

PROMOTER OF IMPROVEMENTS ATPROMOTER OF IMPROVEMENTS AT
BUCKEYE LAKEBUCKEYE LAKE

But, other than that small memorial 
description, who was George Watkins? 
Why did BLYC honor him by naming our 
island after him?
George Watkins was a canal man. Born 
and raised near Portsmouth, Ohio, he 
spent much of his career working on the 
Ohio-Erie Canal, eventually becoming 
Canal Superintendent. The last canal 
boats passed through what was then 
the Licking Summit Reservoir in the 
late 1890’s and the former canals and 
reservoir became a hodge-podge of 
semi-public water supply, waste disposal, 
and flood control. In 1906, Watkins was 
elected President of Ohio’s State Board of 
Public Works. In addition to other duties, 
he was charged with the maintenance 
of over 300 miles of the former canal 
system and it reservoirs - much of it in 
disrepair - including the Licking Summit 
Reservoir. Fortunately for Watkins, he 
found an enthusiastic group of Columbus 
businessmen who wanted to form - of all 
things - a yacht club in central Ohio… 
and he knew just the location!
As the founding members of BLYC 

set to work writing by-laws, building a 
clubhouse and establishing themselves 
as a “real” yacht club, Watkins used his 
(and their) influence in Columbus to 
spur improvements at what had now 
come to be known as “Buckeye Lake.” 
Throughout the Club’s early years, state 
workers replaced the old, wooden waste-
weir with one of concrete, returned locks, 
sluices, and gates to serviceable condition, 
removed many underwater hazards, and 
repaired considerable portions of the 
north embankment. To the delight of the 
fledgling yacht club, the old reservoir was 
quickly becoming a "real" lake. Over the 
coming years, further improvements at 
the lake brought both Club members and 
visitors alike. Buckeye Lake had become 
a destination, the Club prospered and all 
due to the improvement efforts of “Uncle 
George” - as he had come to be known. 
As he usually did, Watkins addressed 
the BLYC membership at their annual 
“Tar Social” in the winter of 1908. He 
talked “interestingly and entertainingly” 
about the Lake and its improvements, 
accomplished and contemplated. He 
reported that boat registrations at the 
lake that year had resulted in revenue of 
over $6000 - quite a lot in those days - 
which would be used for maintenance 
and improvements in the coming year. At 
the conclusion of his talk, the members, 
overjoyed with his report, called a 
spontaneous, resounding, unanimous 
vote declaring that the Club’s once-watery 
real estate of Sunken Island should be 

renamed “WATKINS ISLAND.”
In 1910, Watkins was again a candidate 
for the Republican Party’s nomination for 
re-election to the state’s Board of Public 
Works. In their appreciation for all he 
had done for Buckeye Lake and the Club, 
a sizeable delegation of BLYC members 
assembled at the Statehouse on July 26 to 
rally for “Uncle George.”
Exhibiting their colors and sentiments, 
these BLYC mariners marched out across 
the capitol’s west concourse to their chant 
of “We-Want-Uncle-George-We-Want-
Uncle-George…” Crossing High Street, 
the procession halted traffic… In the 
old Neil House, these boosters for Uncle 
George passed out cards… and pinned 
Watkins badges on delegates and visitors 
alike. No-one there convened, was left 
unapprised of Watkins’ candidacy and 
qualifications… Needless to say, Uncle 
George was nominated and, ultimately, 
re-elected that fall.
Such was the admiration and appreciation 
BLYC had for George Watkins. Over 
a period of a few short years, George 
Watkins had transformed a dilapidated, 
murky, muddy, barely-navigable canal 
reservoir into a vibrant, active lake 
community. Unfortunately though, his 
leadership was not to continue.
On February 3, 1911, BLYC held its sixth 
“Tar Social.” Noticeably absent however 
- for the first time - was “Uncle George.” 
Just 5 days previous, he suffered a stroke 
at his home in Portsmouth. He passed 
away on February 8, 1911 leaving a legacy 
of improvements that made our Lake and 
our Club possible - Improvements which 
we still enjoy today.
On Friday, July 3, 1925, a group of Mr. 
Watkins’ friends, along with yacht club 
members, dedicated our island to his 
lasting memory with the “imperishable 
bronze tablet” that now hangs in the 
dining room:

"George H. Watkins - member and lover 
of the Club, friend of the common people, 
(who) departing, left to them in Buckeye 
Lake a beautiful and valuable heritage to 
which his spirit invites us to return again 

and again to enjoy the fruits of his labors."
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https://buckeyelakeyc.com/events/club-calendar/


Secretary/Treasurer                Commodore Mark Pyle
Fleet Captain - Sail                        David Paligo
Fleet Captain - Power              Brian Thom
Fleet Surgeon                               Doctor John Vangilder, M.D.
Fleet Chaplain                            Father G. Michael Gribble
I-LYA Delegate                 Commodore Don Harris
     Alternate                                                   Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer
Parliamentarian                                Rufus Hurst
Historian                         Commodore Steve Harris
Finance Committee             Commodore Mark Pyle, Chair
                             Commodore Bruce Ames 
                           Commodore David Luttenberger
                            Commodore Rose McEntire
Insurance Committee                                   Governor Bill Collinson
Constituition & By-Laws                                   Commodore Mark Pyle

Commodores Association      Comm. David Luttenberger
Classic Boat Regatta                  Commodore Chuck Wadley
Snowball Regatta                                 Commodore Steve Harris
Annual Golf Outing                                  Rickie Sue Grunden
Bob Dye Memorial Poker Run                     Governor Barb Hein
                 Governor Brian Jones
            Vice Commodore Charlie Campbell
Commodores’ Steak Nite              Commodore Greg Miller
                           Commodore Mark Russell 
                         Commodore Rose McEntire
Good Neighbor Committee  Commodore Greg Miller
                                Mallory Miller-Sherer
Classic Car Show                                Mike Fornataro
Howard & Rosa Clark                     Commodore Greg Miller
     Scholarship Fund                                      Evan Miller

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/BuckeyeLakeYachtClub

Follow Us on Twitter
@buckeyelakeyc

Standing Committees & appointments

Buckeye Lake
Yacht Club

(740) 929-9941
www.buckeyelakeyc.com

Board of Governors
Commodore
Bruce Ames

Vice Commodore
Charlie Campbell

House & Grounds 
Rear Commodore

Jeff Hamilton
Bar & Kitchen

Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer
Junior Training

Governor Bill Collinson
Race & Regatta

Governor Debbie Haptonstall
Membership

Governor Barb Hein
Communications

Governor Brian Jones
Entertainment

Governor Greg Tobias
Docks & Rentals

Board of Trustees
Commodore David Luttenberger

Commodore Dave Lawrence
Commodore Rose McEntire
Commodore Mark Russell

Commodore Mark Pyle

Club Management
Rodney Probst, General Manager

Josh Daniels, Chef
Rebecca Miller, Office Manager

Auxiliary Officers
President Tracey Davis

Vice President Jan Buescher
Vice President Stephanie Dolan
Co-Secretary Kathy Severance

Co-Secretary Trinda Ward
Treasurer Sue Derlis

CURBSIDE
TO-GO

Due to the recent increases in COVID-19 in our area, we 
understand that some members may not be comfortable 
dining in with us.  Please support your Club, support our 
Staff, and still enjoy all of your favorite BLYC meals while 
we all work to get through this and get back to normal.

Wednesday - Saturday
4:00 - 8:00

Sunday
1:00 - 7:00

Simply call the Club to Place your Order
(740) 929-9941

Full Menu & Weekly Specials Available
When you arrive in the BLYC parking lot, call the Club 

again and we will deliver your meals to you.

NO NEED TO EXIT YOUR CAR
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