
Commodore
Bruce Ames

It's Boating Season!
Between the last year of learning new 
ways to socialize while staying safe and 
the blast of real winter that we had in late 
February, I think that we're all MORE 
than ready for summer this year.  Bring 
on the FUN!
It looks like the worst of the pandemic 
may soon be behind us and things 
will soon be a lot more "normal" this 
season.  (I got my vaccine... Did you?) 
On behalf of the Board and the staff, I 
want to thank everyone again for your 
patience and cooperation over the past 
year.  Things are certain to ease up in 
the near future.  We ask your continued 
cooperation as things change.  We have 
to be prepared for the fact that it might 
not change as quickly as some of us 
would like, but BLYC will continue to 
follow all Health Department guidelines 
and rules.  
As you have no doubt noticed, there's 
been a lot of work going on around 

Watkins Island lately.  Thanks to good 
managment, a strong economy, and 
excellent stewardship by the Finance 
Committee, we are able to finally address 
some long-awaited capital improvement 
projects.  Vice Commodore Campbell 
discusses some of these in his article this 
month, but there's even more on the 
horizon.  We plan to present a complete 
plan to the membership at the Semi-
Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 2nd.  
Assuming that we can safely do so, we 
hope this year to, once again, hold an in-
person meeting.  The meeting will start 
at 2:00 pm and the agenda will be made 
available on the website and published in 
the e-News.  
A quick look at the upcoming events 
for this month, you can see that activity 
is on the rise.  Please continue to make 
reservations when dining at the Club 
so that our staff can properly plan and 
be prepared for your visit.  In that same 
vein, it is imperative that we better 
control our parking lot.  The parking 
lot is for members only, and only when 
you are visiting the club or accessing 
the docks.  While we're taking efforts to 
better control non-Club use of the lot, 
we also need the members to self-police 
their usage as well.  We have to keep our 
club accessible to our members.  As the 
lake gets busier, this becomes critical to 
the health of our operation.
Reminder: Dues are now past due.  
Prompt attention is appreciated.  Please 
contact the Club Office if you have any 
special needs or concerns.  
Let's have a GREAT 2021 Season!

Commodore Bruce Ames  

Supper Club 
Friday, April 2

Dave Bott

Easter Egg Fun 
Satruday, April 3

Hosted by the BLYC Auxiliary

Dine & Dance 
Saturday, April 3
Big Bad Stache

Easter Brunch
Sunday, April 4

Supper Club 
Friday, April 9

Ron Jae on Saxophone

Juniors Work Day
Satruday, April 10

Dine & Dance 
Saturday, April 10
Drew Allen Duo

Spring Work Day
Sunday, April 11

Supper Club 
Friday, April 16
Shawna Corder

Commodores Ball 
Saturday, April 17
Just Jazz Live Trio

Supper Club 
Friday, April 23
Lakeside Trio

Mean Green Regatta
Saturday, April 24

Dine & Dance 
Saturday, April 24

Michael Doctor
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Bar & Kitchen
- Rear Commodore Jeff Hamilton

April Showers... 
We know the ending to this phrase but I think "April showers 
bring a full pool" sounds much better.  Hopefully, we will start 
to see boats out on the water soon and the fun will begin.  I am 
looking forward to seeing sailboats as well.  I'm setting a goal this 
summer to learn how to sail.  I should since we are a sailing club.
Please join your friends on April 11th for Spring Work Day.  
Many hands make light work.  We want to dust off the winter 
doldrums and give our grand old building a good spring 
cleaning.
Join us on April 17th for the Commodore’s Ball.  This is an 
evening to celebrate all of our Commodores.   Chef Josh will 
have a wonderful menu prepared.  It will be a wonderful evening 
of great music, great friends, and great food.  Please be sure to 
make your reservations early as we are sure to sell out.
Do you know any one looking for a summer job?  We will be 
starting to hire for our summer staff starting this month.  As you 
know, Buckeye Lake Yacht Club is a great place to be and it is a 
fun place to work too.  Please see Rodney for details.
The spring menu is being fine tuned and it will be available later 
this month.  If there is anything that you would like to suggest be 
added to the menu, please feel free to reach out to either Rodney, 
Chef Josh, or myself.
I am working with Rodney on updating our wine list.  If you 
have a wine that you would like to see on our menu, please feel 
free to reach out to either of us.  As I mentioned last month, we 
held a contest with the staff on who could get the most feedback 
forms.  I extended the contest through the end of March.  We 
will announce the winner next month.  Did you know that when 
you make a reservation online or by calling in your reservation, 
that you will get a feedback form sent to your email address that 
you provided?  We are also putting them in with your checks 
when you dine at the Club.  It is very important that we hear 
from members about their experience.  I appreciate everyone 
who has taken the time to fill out a feedback form.  We can’t 
make our Club better if we don’t know that we need to correct 
something.
The busy summer season will be here before we know it and we 
will be able to dine outside.  When you plan to visit the Club 
for dinner, I can’t stress enough to please make a reservation.  It 
helps to have the correct number of staff available to be able to 
serve you better.
I am looking forward to the spring and summer months. I think 
it is going to be a great time this year.  We were denied so many 
things last year and it is time to put it behind us and have some 
fun.  What a better place to have fun than at Buckeye Lake Yacht 
Club!  I look forward to seeing you at the Club! 

Cheers!
Jeff Hamilton
Bar & Kitchen

House & Grounds
- Vice Commodore Charlie Campbell

Busy time on Watkins Island... 
We have started the front porch floor project along with 
re-siding the front wall.  When the porch project is 
completed, a new “Trex” floor will welcome your shoes 
or bare feet. This floor will enable a better surface for 
tables and chairs, a warm welcome look, make for ease of 
cleaning, and provide long-lasting durability.
The front wall of the Clubhouse, which I have commented 
on in several articles, will have a uniform look from top to 
bottom and left to right.  Maintenance and ability to clean 
the surface were our main objectives when choosing the 
type of siding.  It will be white, thus keeping the club’s look 
as if it never was changed.  Hopefully, both projects will 
be completed by mid-April. As with most projects since 
COVID-19 began, the limiting factor on completion will 
likely be the availability of materials.
We now have new dining room chairs thanks to the 
generosity of the BLYC Auxiliary.  Our new pool 
chlorinator is now on the installers schedule.  The rear 
stairs have needed painted for several years.  The hold-up is 
the amount of erosion, rust,that has taken its toll on every 
part.  A member is has made a donation for each part 
sanded,  and have two coats of rust inhibitor primer and 
two coats of exterior rust resistant paint applied.  The club 
thanks this member for this generous gift.
As soon as the front porch projects are complete, our focus 
will turn to the pool bar - then on to the pool painting 
and opening.
Last year, if you wanted to sit at the pool, we had all 
members bring their own chairs.  This assisted greatly in 
meeting the current sanitization requirements.  We are 
now considering what to do for 2021- members bring 
their own chairs again or we use the club’s?  If we use our 
chairs, we have new lounge and poolside chairs thanks 
to the BLYC Auxiliary.  We await Governor Dewine and 
the Licking County Health Department for updated 2021 
regulation on the operation of the pool.
If you have a dock and plan to add to it, you need House 
and Grounds approval along with the Governor of Docks. 
It is against the rules to construct anything on BLYC 
property without approval.  When you take it upon 
yourself to add electric, build a platform, add a storage box 
etc., you add liability to the club.  Please, when considering 
an improvement we ask that you follow the rules and 
ask.  We remind you to be prepared with a brief diagram, 
rationale, who pays for materials and construction, etc.

Thank you and Stay Safe!

Charlie Campbell
House & Grounds

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeuLu3CGWlIAtG6ueLTS9TBspLyRb3zESUnFEu4KTmkA9FlTw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeuLu3CGWlIAtG6ueLTS9TBspLyRb3zESUnFEu4KTmkA9FlTw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnMzHpkEsxqEf22jVoHOYaBfFTorYF5h_dL3FY0kresBXHfA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnMzHpkEsxqEf22jVoHOYaBfFTorYF5h_dL3FY0kresBXHfA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Entertainment
- Governor Brian Jones

April Entertainment Line-Up: 

Dave Bott
Friday, April 2

Big Bad Stache Trio
Saturday, April 3

Ron Jae
Friday, April 9

Drew Allen Duo
Saturday, April 10

Shawna Corder
Friday, April 16

Just Jazz Live Trio
Saturday, April 17

Lakeside Trio
Friday, April 23

Michael Doctor
Saturday, April 24

(All acts are scheduled to play from 6:30 - 9:30)

There's no better place than the Buckeye Lake Yacht Club 
to enjoy a great meal and some fantastic entertainment.  
Please remember to make reservations.  You can do so 
easily online at www.buckeyelakeyc.com or by calling the 
Club at (740) 929-9941

See you at the Club!

Brian Jones
Entertainment

EASTER EGG EASTER EGG FUNFUN
Saturday, April 3Saturday, April 3

11:00 - 12:3011:00 - 12:30
Sponsored by the BLYC Auxiliary
RSVP Online or by calling BLYC

FInance COmmittee
As we slowly return to a more normal state and the spring 
weather improves, we continue to pay close attention 
to the financial condition of BLYC.  We appreciate the 
members who continue to support the Club, especially 
those who made timely dues payments this winter.  For 
the few members who have not paid or made payment 
arrangements, you are now considered delinquent and will 
have your member charge privileges suspended effective 
April 1st.  As a reminder, summer dock rental is only 
available to members in good standing. 
We recently filed with North Valley Bank for forgiveness of 
our $99,800 PPP Loan used to maintain our payroll during 
the difficult shutdown periods in 2020.  NVB reviewed and 
forwarded our application in March to the IRS, who has 120 
days to process the request.  In late December, Congress 
changed the rules for the Employee Retention Credit and 
we are now in the process of amending the 2020 payroll tax 
returns to claim the tax credit for up to $10,000.  The Board 
is also assembling documents and information to get bids 
to make sure our insurance costs remain competitive.  Our 
insurance policies renew in July each year. 

59 N. 4TH STREET P.O. BOX 488 • ZANESVILLE, OH 43702-0488
TEL: 740.452.8484 FAX: 740.455.4124 • SWBWLAWFIRM.COM

Navigators of Law
Charting you through the legal complexities 
of life. We focus on planning for individuals, 

families, and businesses.

BLYC Members Mike Bryan & Mark Watson

STUBBINS WATSON BRYAN
& WITUCKY CO., L.P.A.

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Protecting Your Family’s Interests! 

 
 Charles McClenaghan 

Licensed in Ohio and Florida 
(614) 429-1053 

Charles@lawdublin.com 
 

BLYC Member since 2006 
 
 

• Estate Planning 
• Probate 
• Real Estate 
• Small Business 

Representation 

https://forms.gle/vva4HEyeUDBQRc1C9
https://forms.gle/vva4HEyeUDBQRc1C9
http://swbwlawfirm.com
http://lawdublin.com


Race & REgatta
- Governor Bill Collinson

2021 Race & Regatta Events: 

Home Alone "Regatta" 
Tuesdays, April 6 & 13

Fleet Launch Day
Saturday, April 17

Mean Green Regatta
Saturday, April 24

Pray for Wind Party & 
Burning of the Socks

Friday, May 7

Blessing of the Fleet
Sunday, May 16

Sail on Sundays Racing Series
Spring Series - May 16 through June 20

Summer Series - June 27 through August 8
Fall Series - August 15 through September 26

"Grow the Sport" - Friday evening Cruising
May through September

Commodore Edward C. Metzgar Long Distance Race
Monday, May 31 - Memorial Day

I-LYA Traveler Series Junior Regatta
Saturday, June 5

Juneteenth & Summer Sailstice Raft-Up
Saturday, June 19

Commodore Bob Dye Poker Run
Saturday, June 26

Commodore Earl O. Williams Long Distance Race
Sunday, July 4 - Independence Day

I-LYA Junior Bay Week
July 18-22
Put-in-Bay

I-LYA Bay Week Sail Regatta
July 30 - August 2

Put-in-Bay 

Cardboard Boat Races
Saturday, August 7

BLYC Classic Boat Regatta
Saturday, August 14

Commodore Dwight R. Haggard Long Distance Race
Monday, September 6 - Labor Day

"Tropical" Awards Party & Trophy Night
Saturday, October 8

Commodore George V. Fisher Snowball Regatta
Saturday, October 16

Keep your Bottom Wet and your Sails Dry!

Bill Collinson
Race & Regatta

Communications
- Governor Barbara Hein

Crocus & daffodils are blooming and that means our 
spring and summer days at BLYC are nearing.  In the 
meantime, come and sit by the fire pit and enjoy the lake. 
Congratulations to two of our junior sailors, Bryor Burke 
& Zeb Loring, who have decided to participate in High 
School Sailing this spring.  They will represent BLYC 
and compete against other high schools. The “home” 
lake is Hoover Reservoir in Westerville.   If you have any 
questions, would like to share a story with me, or have a 
favorite picture please reach out, blychein@gmail.com

Barb Hein
Communications

DOCKS & RENTALS
- Governor Greg Tobias

Happy Spring everyone!  Now that the weather is improving, 
we would like to spend time now doing maintenance before the 
season gets well underway.  For those of you who maintaining 
a dock at the club, be sure to let us know if any repairs need to 
be made if we haven’t already done so.  Questions have come 
up about transient/guests docks.  Many members aren’t aware 
of how many there are or where they are located.  Along with 
the posting of dock assignments we  will also highlight docks 
that are available to rent and the docks that will be designated 
as transient/guests docks.  We are now starting to review the 
Eastport Storage area.  It appears that other personal items are 
being stored there that aren’t marine related.  Policies regarding 
this area will be reviewed and modified if necessary. This 
information will be posted at a future date.  As always, contact 
me, Toby Tobias, with regards to Docks snd Rentals . 

Toby Tobias
Docks & Rentals

Lake Life!
   Love It, Live It!
2019 Ohio Realtor of the Year! 

   Let me help you get started!

Lisa Stewart 
Realtor, SRS
Your Buckeye Lake Expert!

Lake Life!
   Love It, Live It!
2019 Ohio Realtor of the Year! 

   Let me help you get started!

Lisa Stewart 
Realtor, SRS
Your Buckeye Lake Expert!

Office located in the heart of Buckeye Lake Village
740.814.0166

mlisastewart@gmail.com     herrealtors.com/lisastewart

https://forms.gle/zPwnA92NbbnA7NUD7
https://forms.gle/zPwnA92NbbnA7NUD7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOaOY_foOvgnkHMm_gWYndxJ6iNh0lj1t8cSAICNCG-wtZTg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOaOY_foOvgnkHMm_gWYndxJ6iNh0lj1t8cSAICNCG-wtZTg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqKGWClGzLlseCWWmber6TtIK4kyqU3ofKec0SDxzo6MGIRg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqKGWClGzLlseCWWmber6TtIK4kyqU3ofKec0SDxzo6MGIRg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://lisastewart.herrealtors.com/


Junior Training
- Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer

Thanks to everyone who came out for the March 13th 
planning meeting. We covered a lot of information and got 
2021 off to a good start.  As of this writing I will be attending 
the I-LYA Spring Planning Meeting at the end of March.  I 
hope to have definitive information about this year’s sailing 
season.  As it stands now, please plan on attending events 
listed below.
I need ALL HANDS ON DECK for our April 10 Junior Work 
Day. We have to get our fleet ready for the season and we have 
a lot to do. Many hands make light work so I hope to see you 
there. The Club’s Work Day follows on Sunday April 11th.
Back by popular demand! We have a Junior Social scheduled 
for April 24th. Come on out and enjoy the evening with your 
friends (Juniors and Parents alike)!
Sailing Camp Registration is currently open online so please 
sign up soon. Camps are filling up fast! (June 14 Beginner’s 
Camp is already Full!)

April 10 – Jr. Work Day, 9:00am - Noon
April 11 – BLYC Work Day, 8:30am – Noon
April 24 – Junior Social – Evening.
May 30 – Shrimp Boil - Jr Fund Raiser
June 1-4 – Sailing Camp – Beginners
June 5 – Travelers Series @ BLYC
June 7-11 – Sailing Camp – Race Team
June 14–18 – Sailing Camp – Beginners - Camp is Full
June 21-25 – Sailing Camp – Intermediate
June 28-July 2 – Sailing Camp - Advanced

Fair Winds and Following Seas!

Mike Bruckelmeyer
Junior Training

Membership
- Governors Debbie Haptonstall/Rickie Sue Grunden

I hope everyone had a nice St. Patricks Day!  I hope you 
were able to enjoy the activities at the club to celebrate.

Please reach out to our new members and welcome 
them to BLYC.

John Alfred Brothers
Longo Guisippie

In April, my husband Bill and I will be moving to Florida. 
We have really enjoyed our time at the club.  We have 
met so many great friends that it will be very difficult to 
leave. However, we do plan to come frequently for visits.  I 
would like to thank everyone for their support while I was 
Governor.  I know the BLYC will be in great hands with 
Rickie Sue Grunden taking my place for the remainder of 
the year.  She is very excited about the position and I know 
she will do a great job!

Debbie Haptonstall
Membership

STAY UP ON THE
LATEST BLYC NEWS

Subscribe to our
weekly e-News at 

www.buckeyelakeyc.com
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LET'S SAILIBRATE!

www.HedmanAnglinAgency.com |  614-486-7300

SEAS THE DAY AND GREAT RATES

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES
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http://www.ohioyamaha.com


BLYC Auxiliary
Happy Spring from your BLYC Auxiliary Board!
We had a wonderful turnout for the social evening with 
BLYC and PIBYC members.  Yoga, Water, and Wine was a 
fun afternoon.  We are looking into adding a few more yoga 
classes.

Save the dates for 2021 and Join us: 
Easter Egg Fun - Saturday, April 3, 11:00 am to 12:30 pm 
The Easter Bunny will be making an appearance. Kathy 
Severance is looking for helpers. Please call the club or go 
online with the names and ages of your children and/or 
grandchildren. The kitchen and bar will be open, please make 
reservations.
Our April Auxiliary meeting will be held on Thursday April 8, 
2021. Socializing and dinner will begin at 5pm. We will begin 
the meeting at 6pm. We will close the evening with our special 
“Spring Social” activity set to begin at 7pm. Be sure to bring 
your creative side to this fun activity.
Thursday, May 13, 6:00 Auxiliary Meeting/Dinner and 
7:00 Social Activity July 31….Fundraiser 5:00 to 7:45….
Entertainment GATLIN 8:00 to 11:00 The most dynamic, 
entertaining duo this side of Vegas! GATLIN is an 
entertaining show like none other! These two dynamic 
voices will amaze you with their ability to sing all genres of 
music, from classic country to rock to pop to opera. Add 
in the "request" portion of the show, and you will certainly 
enjoy the true strength, power and versatility of these two 
energetic performers. Come see what everyone is talking 
about!  More details to come. Please RSVP either online www.
Buckeyelakeyc.com or by calling the club 740-929-9941. We 
can’t wait to see everyone!
Reminder: Support your Auxiliary with a $25.00 donation for 
membership dues or fill out the form.  Payment can be made 
by cash, check, or member charge or contact Trinda Ward, 
membership secretary.  The Auxiliary email is blycauxiliary@
gmail.com for any questions, ideas or concerns.
This past year we have all had to learn to be flexible as things 
are ever changing so please check the BLYC website and 
e-News for the most up to date information.

Tracey, Jan, Stephanie, Kathy, Trinda, & Sue

Saturday, April 17
"Honoring all Commodores"

with
Just Jazz Live Trio

COCKTAILS & HORS D'OEUVRES
5:30 pm

Passed Canapes to include: 
Tomato Mozzarela Crostini

Smoked Salmon Mousse Canape
Jumbo Shrimp Shooter

Tomato Shooter
Swedish Meatballs

SALAD
6:30 pm

Served Wedge of Lettuce Salad 
with Bacon, Tomato, Crumbled Bleu Cheese,  

White Balsamic Vinaigrette

ENTRÉES
Choice of:

10 oz. New York Strip Steak
Medium Rare with Brandied Mushroom Demi Glace, 

Baked Potato, and Vegetable du Jour
$26.95

Honeysuckle Cornish Hen
with English Herb Potato, Vegetable du Jour

$22.95
Grilled Ahi Tuna

with Sesame Jicama Slaw, Rice Pilaf
$24.95

DESSERT
Cheesecake

with Blueberry, Strawberry, or Cherry Topping

Note: To allow for maximum attendance and allow for social 
distancing, only reservations of 4 or more will be taken for this event

COMMODORES BALL

https://buckeyelakeyc.com/blyc-auxiliary/officers/
http://mkmfamilyfarms.com


EASTEREASTER
à la carte Brunchà la carte Brunch

Sunday, April 4th

First Seating - 11:30 • Second Seating - 1:30

Breakfast Lasagna- $14.95
Pasta noodles layered with Bacon, Ham, Sausage, Cheddar Cheese, Onions, Mushrooms, Peppers, & Sausage Gravy.  Served with a side of Fresh Fruit

Pineapple Glazed Ham - $18.95
served with au Gratin Potatoes and choice of vegetable

Roasted Leg of Lamb - $20.95
with Minted Demiglace, Herb Roasted Red Potatoes, choice of vegetable

Chicken Cacciatore - $18.95
served with Rice Pilaf and choice of vegetable

Baked Vegetarian Ziti - $16.95
Zucchini, Onion, Broccoli, Peppers

Children's Menu - $6.95
Chicken Tenders with French Fries

Pasta Marinara
Children's Ham Dinner

Desserts - $6.95
Pecan Ball with Hot Fudge
House-made Carrot Cake

Cheesecake with Cherry Topping
Apple Cobbler à la mode

All Entrées served with North Bank Salad

Rte. 79 Heath - 740-334-4023
www.coconisfurniture.com

When style meets the 
pinnacle of craftsmanship.

Easter To-Go

Also Available

http://explorebuckeyelake.com


LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

http://buckeyelakeyc.com/
More Photos Online....

Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801073

Here to help life go right.® 

Stacy R Engle Ins Agcy Inc
Stacy Engle LTCP, Agent

417 S 30th Street
www.stacyengle.com
Bus: 740-522-5460

State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there. That's
one reason why I'm proud to
support Buckeye Lake Yacht
Club.
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Stacy R Engle Ins Agcy Inc
Stacy Engle LTCP, Agent
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www.stacyengle.com
Bus: 740-522-5460

State Farm® has a long
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support Buckeye Lake Yacht
Club.

http://blrc2036.org/
http://stacyengle.com/


Inspiring furniture collections
for both inside or outside.

“Beachcroft”
collection

2005 Hebron Rd. (Rte. 79), Heath, OH   Ph: 740-334-4023  
www.coconisfurniture.com

• Draperies • Motorized Products
• Shutters • Blinds & Shades

• Specialty Hardware
• Custom Bedding

www.HangUpsinc.com
C. Mark Russell 

614-239-7004
Fax: 614-239-7668

3751 APRIL LANE
COLS., OH 43227 

Custom Design and 
Fabrication of Interior

Window Coverings

hang
ups

Inc.

ONLINE DINING RESERVATIONS - www.buckeyelakeyc.com

FLOATING DOCK SALES
AND INSTALLATIONS

BARGE SERVICES
FLOATING EXCAVATOR

WINTER DOCK STORAGE
DOCK MAINTENANCE

CALL TODAY TO 
SCHEDULE EARLY 
INSTALLATIONS AT 

BUCKEYE LAKE
WWW.ROBBCO-LLC.COM

740-954-8004

“Chris-Craft Chris”“Chris-Craft Chris”

The Christopher Group

Chris HebertChris Hebert
614.419.3844
chris.hebert@herrealtors.com

Buckeye LakeBuckeye Lake
Real Estate SpecialistReal Estate Specialist

Since 1999Since 1999 Cat & Howard Team LIVE
Cat Everitt 614.805.7955
Howard Everitt 614.332.5627
catandhowardteamlive.com

Your TEAM for all 
of your Real Estate 
needs at the Lake!

http://hangupsinc.com
http://robbco-llc.com
mailto:chris.hebert@herrealtors.com
http://catandhowardliveteam.com
http://buckeyelakeshopper.com


Looking Aft
- P/C Steve Harris

BLYC Historian
Recently, Gov. Bill Collinson announced that 
BLYC would be hosting a regatta for local 
Thistle class sailors later this month.  We 
have hosted a wide variety of regattas for 
different classes through the years - including 
Thistles.  Back in the early 2000's, when, like 
today, our sail race program was in a time of 
rebuilding, members Brett Pfahl and Walter 
Grubb, Jr. spearheaded an effort to build 
the Thistle class here at BLYC and hosted a 
regatta to help spur that along.  As the chair, 
Walter put together a very good event and, 
being on Buckeye Lake, he dubbed it the 
"Mean Green."  Well, this year, we're bringing 
it back!  Thistle sailors from all over central 
Ohio will be joining us on the 24th for an 
early season "tune-up" which we will also use 
as training for our race committee so we're 
ready for our summer season and the other 
2021 regattas we're hosting.
While there are plenty of stories from 
those Mean Green's a few years back, I'll 
hold them for now to protect the innocent.  
However, as we start the season, I thought I 
would share the story of BLYC's first regatta, 
Memorial Day, 1906.  The following is 
reprinted from P/C Kyle Armstrong's 1956 
book, Story of Buckeye Lake Yacht Club, 
with minor edits.

- SGH

BLYC's First Regatta
May 30, 1906 
Break of Memorial Day, '06, was most 
promising.  The gleaming sun arose to 
a transparent blue sky.  Little thermal 
zephyrs danced over the waters.  
Venturesome fledglings fluttered from 
nests on maiden forays and the newly 
fledged yacht club also preened for its 
maiden trophy flight. 
To be on time for the first event, 
Columbus participants in BLYC's initial 
regatta got up with the birds to catch the 
7 o'clock interurban car, arriving at the 
Lake at 8:30.  Even this left little time for 
ferrying across to Orchard Island and 
readying boats for the day's activities.   
At 9:30, a half-hour late because of 
interurban considerations, the squadron 
parade finally got underway.  Most of 

the Club's 40 craft, gaily decorated with 
flags and bunting, loaded to gunwales 
with members, relatives and guests in 
holiday attire and spirit, moved in line 
around Middle Basin, with power boats 
towing sailboats, leaving the island nearly 
deserted.  Fanfare of gunfire, from one 
of the leading boats, announced their 
progress.  The numbers of spectators 
attracted to the water's edges were 
amazing for that time in the morning. 
The parade over, participants and 
spectators, on island and shores, were kept 
alerted by periodic cannonfire.  
As smoke belched from muzzle in the 
last of such blasts, 23 of the Club's 34 
one-lunged, torpedo type, Mullins steel 
boats, and others of similar nature, 
churned across the starting line.  It was a 
free-for-all over a 2 mile course to aid in 
determining handicaps for subsequent 
races.  Only boats finishing this contest 
would qualify for entrance in the main 
power event to follow - and less than half 
finished. 
The cup race for powercraft started nearly 
on hour late, due chiefly to handicapping 
computations and complications.  Eleven 
boats took to the course, westward from 
Orchard Island to a duckblind at Hole-
in-the-wall, then eastward to another 
duckblind near Spring Run Island, and 
back to the starting line — twice around, 
9.8 miles. 
First boat finishing made it in 59 minutes 
and 47 seconds, and the last 5 minutes and 
48 seconds later.  Two failed to finish - 
one coming in with engine smoking. 
A wind that had sprung up didn't interfere 
with contestants.  But there was sufficient 
wind for sailing to follow around the 
same course with jolly parties aboard.  
It was almost 2 o'clock before boatmen 
and guests got around picnic baskets and 
refreshments. 
The “Sail Yacht Race,” starting at 3:20, 
was another cup event, and climactic.  Its 
course, following generally that of the 
power boat cup race, was said to be about 
a mile shorter. 
The wind had freshened considerably.  
Weather and the half-hour gun had 
crowded shorelines with spectators 
destined to get more than their interurban 

fares' worth of excitement. 
The seven contenders lost no time in 
nosing the line at crack of the starting 
gun.  Just having gotten well underway, 
one lost a crewman.  Amid shouts from 
island and main shores, he managed to 
scramble aboard again.  Then, as the craft 
filled away vigorously raider a sudden 
puff, there was a rending crash as her mast 
snapped and sails and rigging tore into the 
water.  One out — six still in! 
Another skipper was sailing his new craft 
single-handed.  While on her first lap, a 
gust reached under her heeled-up bilge 
and turned her over.  Her skipper found 
a resting place on her centerboard until a 
club powerboat came to the rescue.  Two 
out - five going! 
A third boat, manned by three, apparently 
was weathering the young gale without 
difficulty.  All aboard confidently expected 
to come in for a trophy.  Then the 
mainsheet fouled and wouldn't start under 
a knockdown.  Over she went, her sailors 
clambering for centerboard and topside.  
Three out - out of seven starters! 
A schooner, owned and sailed by a 
crew from Buckeye Boat Club, really 
was an interloper.  She had no business 
in this regatta, anyway.  Her skipper, 
reconsidering the weather and her status, 
pulled her out of the race at the end of her 
first lap. 
With only three contestants left for the 
finish, all were trophy winners.  For the "9 
mile" race, times respectively were 56:37, 
61:12 and 79:15 - not bad!
Trophies were awarded winners of first 
three places in each main (cup) event.  
These were loving cups purchased "in 
the east."  They had been exhibited at 
Bancraft's jewelry store in Columbus 
during the preceeding week, and were 
"of the very latest design, each standing 
over nine inches in height."  In addition, 
"challenge cups" of similar nature and 
history were awarded first place winners 
to be held until defeated in later regattas.
Charter membership reached 80 by 
the July 1, '06, deadline.  This was net, 
considering losses as well as gains, in 
enrollment.  The 67-day-old yacht club no 
longer was an infant in size, experience or 
vigor.  It was underway on its own.
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https://buckeyelakeyc.com/events/club-calendar/


Secretary/Treasurer                Commodore Mark Pyle
Fleet Captain - Sail                        David Paligo
Fleet Captain - Power              Brian Thom
Fleet Surgeon                               Doctor John Vangilder, M.D.
Fleet Chaplain                            Father G. Michael Gribble
I-LYA Delegate                 Commodore Don Harris
     Alternate                                                   Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer
Parliamentarian                                Rufus Hurst
Historian                         Commodore Steve Harris
Finance Committee             Commodore Mark Pyle, Chair
                             Commodore Bruce Ames 
                           Commodore David Luttenberger
                            Commodore Rose McEntire
Insurance Committee                                   Governor Bill Collinson
Constituition & By-Laws                                   Commodore Mark Pyle

Commodores Association      Comm. David Luttenberger
Classic Boat Regatta                  Commodore Chuck Wadley
Snowball Regatta                                 Commodore Steve Harris
Annual Golf Outing                                  Governor Rickie Sue Grunden
Bob Dye Memorial Poker Run                     Governor Barb Hein
                 Governor Brian Jones
            Vice Commodore Charlie Campbell
Commodores’ Steak Nite              Commodore Greg Miller
                           Commodore Mark Russell 
                         Commodore Rose McEntire
Good Neighbor Committee  Commodore Greg Miller
                                Mallory Miller-Sherer
Classic Car Show                                Mike Fornataro
Howard & Rosa Clark                     Commodore Greg Miller
     Scholarship Fund                                      Evan Miller

Standing Committees & appointments

Buckeye Lake
Yacht Club

(740) 929-9941
www.buckeyelakeyc.com

Board of Governors
Commodore
Bruce Ames

Vice Commodore
Charlie Campbell

House & Grounds 
Rear Commodore

Jeff Hamilton
Bar & Kitchen

Governor Mike Bruckelmeyer
Junior Training

Governor Bill Collinson
Race & Regatta

Governor Rickie Sue Grunden
Membership

Governor Barb Hein
Communications

Governor Brian Jones
Entertainment

Governor Greg Tobias
Docks & Rentals

Board of Trustees
Commodore David Luttenberger

Commodore Dave Lawrence
Commodore Rose McEntire
Commodore Mark Russell

Commodore Mark Pyle

Club Management
Rodney Probst, General Manager

Josh Daniels, Chef
Rebecca Miller, Office Manager

Auxiliary Officers
President Tracey Davis

Vice President Jan Buescher
Vice President Stephanie Dolan
Co-Secretary Kathy Severance

Co-Secretary Trinda Ward
Treasurer Sue Derlis

THISTLE REGATTATHISTLE REGATTA
andand

BLYC Race Committee TrainingBLYC Race Committee Training

SATURDAY, APRIL 24
VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS NEEDED NEEDED

Contact Governor Bill Collinson
for more information

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/BuckeyeLakeYachtClub

Follow Us on Twitter
@buckeyelakeyc
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