
Guest Bartenders Guest Bartenders 
Every Wednesday in March

5:00 - 7:00 

Speaker SeriesSpeaker Series  
Thursday, March 5 

Buckeye Lake Water 
Quality Update 

Pete Thomas

Mini Safety at Sea SeminarMini Safety at Sea Seminar  
Sunday, March 8

1:00 - 3:00

St. Patrick's Day PartySt. Patrick's Day Party  
Saturday, March 14 

Step Back

Speaker SeriesSpeaker Series  
Thursday, March 19 

Luck 'O the Cider 
Celebrate St. Patty's 

Week in Style 
Bob Hegedus

Racing Rules SeminarRacing Rules Seminar  
Sunday, March 22

1:00 - 3:00

Speaker SeriesSpeaker Series  
Thursday, March 26 

Hanging by a Thread
The Extreme Sport of Hang Gliding 

Mark Thogmartin

Junior SailingJunior Sailing
Chili Cook-OffChili Cook-Off

Fundraiser Fundraiser 
Saturday, March 28
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Commodore
Vic Schroeder

As I sit down to write this month's 
Log, I'm filled with excitement about 
the future of our great club while 
fondly reflecting on its remarkable 
past. Just yesterday — Valentine's 
Day — I enjoyed a wonderful meal 
here at the club and, as so often 
happens, ran into a couple of old 
friends. It struck me that I've been 
lucky enough to share their company 
here, off and on, for about 20 years 
now. What incredible memories we've 
built together on Watkin’s Island — 
laughter on the porch, stories from the 
water, and the simple joy of being part 
of this special place. 
Those memories make me even more 
eager for the new ones we'll create in 
the seasons ahead. 
One change I'm particularly thrilled 
about is our new General Manager, 
Mark Schumacher.  He joined us  in 
mid-February and has already hit 
the ground running, working hand-

in-hand with Ish, Chef Josh, and our 
outstanding team to ensure everything 
is shipshape for a fantastic spring and 
summer. 
I want to extend a huge thank you to 
the dedicated members who led our 
nationwide search for the General 
Manager: Governor Bill Ghiz, Rear 
Commodore Bob Hegedus, Vice 
Commodore Rickie Sue Grunden, 
Head Trustee Rose McEntire, and 
Member at Large Casey Clark. (And 
yes, I was honored to be part of 
that group too!). We received an 
impressive 133 resumes, narrowed 
it down to 22 strong candidates for 
initial discussions, interviewed 15 
of them, and then advanced the top 
5 through personality assessments 
and in-person interviews with our 
committee. These finalists were 
accomplished leaders from top 
companies, clubs, and restaurants — 
and Mark stood head and shoulders 
above the rest. His vision, energy, and 
fit with our club's spirit made him the 
clear choice. I am so grateful for the 
thorough, thoughtful process these 
volunteers led, and it shows in how 
Mark has stepped in. 
We're gearing up to make this a 
banner year as we celebrate the 250th 
anniversary of our great nation and 
the 120th year of our beloved Buckeye 
Lake Yacht Club (founded in 1906 —
can you believe it?). 
So members, start polishing those 
hulls/tubes, checking your gear, and 
dreaming of those perfect days on the 



Docks & Rentals
– Vice Commodore Rickie Sue Grunden

Top of the Morning to all the Irish and those who celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day!  Thank you to all our members who are in 
the process of returning your declaration page to your boat 
insurance and your boat registration.  Please send a copy to 
docksandrentals@buckeyelakeyc.com.  BLYC is required by 
our liability insurance carrier to have these items on file.   
Dock Waiting List:  You may ask yourselves "What do 
I need to do to have a dock on the island?"  BLYC has a 
dock waiting list for all docking areas.  Go to our website 
and complete the dock application with your preferred 
dock area (Eastport, Area 8, Watkins Island- east, front, or 
west basin).  Consideration for a dock is outlined in the 
BLYC Constitution and By-Laws and is followed for dock 
assignments when docks become available.    
Eastport Boat Yard:  When your boat goes in the water this 
spring, what will you do with your boat trailer?  The lease 
agreement for boat and trailer storage is for the entire year.  
Put your boat in the water and leave your trailer in BLYC’s 
secured storage area!   
Route 79 Widening Project: The members who have boat 
storage that will be affected by this project have been 
notified.  The move will occur when arrangements with 
ODOT and the Village are complete. 
April Cleanup Day:  The club has new dori pole pennants 
for the 2026 boating season.  We will be putting them up on 
Spring Work Day in April.  Come join us in helping make 
our docks beautiful and bird free!  It is a great way to meet 
club members and help keep the Club in tip top shape! 

“I know everybody says money can’t buy happiness, 
but it could buy me a bigger boat!” 

See You on the Water! 
Rickie Sue Grunden 

DocksandRentals@buckeyelakeyc.com

Commodore	 Continued from p. 1

water. The season is just around the corner — get ready 
to splash your boats in and make some waves! 
I can't wait to see you all at the club soon. Raise a glass 
(or a tiller) to old friends, new adventures, and the 
enduring spirit of BLYC. 

Fair Winds,
Commodore Vic Schroeder

Commodore@buckeyelakeyc.com

Membership
– Governor Mike Perez

At the February board meeting, one new member was voted 
into the club.  They are listed below with their first mate.      

Jeffry Miltimore and first mate Leigh 
We also had two first readings that will be voted on at the 
March board meeting.  Check out their information on the 
bulletin board in the bar area.  
Membership is currently open as we continue to figure out 
member attrition for 2026.  If you know of someone who 
wants to become a member, have them submit an online 
application.  Now is a great time to join!    
Please continue to make sure all your personal information 
is current in the member directory.  It can be updated 
through your portal.  Make sure you add a photo.    
Hopefully the worst of winter is behind us, and everyone has 
enjoyed the winter events at the club. 

See You at the Club! 
Mike Perez 

Membership@buckeyelakeyc.com

Entertainment
– Governor Dean Pickett

Happy St. Patrick’s Day to my fellow BLYC Members. As 
we are gearing up for the busy season, our March is a pretty 
slow month at the club.  
From live entertainment perspective, we have Step Back 3 
coming in for St Patty’s Day. In addition, we have our weekly 
Speaker Series each Thursday.  
As the summer picks up, we are planning for a few new 
bands as well as tried and true bands for our entertainment. 
In addition, we will be having acoustic entertainment on 
select Sundays.  
Looking forward to the summer season!

Happy Spring BLYC! 
Dean Pickett 

Entertainment@buckeyelakeyc.com

SOURDOUGH CRUST!

SUNDAY PIZZA
Every Week ~ 12:00 - 6:30



Buckeye Lake 
Water Quality Update 

Thursday, March 5
Pete Thomas

Luck 'o the cider 
celebrate st. Patty's week in style 

Thursday, March 19
Bob Hegedus

Hanging by a thread 
the Extreme Sport of Hang Gliding 

Thursday, March 26
Mark Thogmartin

Sourdough
Date TBD

Kodi Hutchinson

BLYC Auxiliary
As we look out at the lake and feel the first hints of warmer 
days ahead, it's hard to believe how long this winter has felt. 
The quiet months always seem to stretch on, but they make 
us appreciate summer at the lake that much more. 
The board has been busy planning for the new year. We will 
be having our Children's Easter Party on April 4th. Please be 
sure to make your reservations early. It will be a fun day. We 
will be having an epic easter egg hunt and a visit from the 
Easter Bunny himself and a very talented face painter. 
Our first meeting of the year will be on April 9th. We 
have lots to plan and discuss so we hope you all plan on 
attending. If you have not yet paid your $25.00 to join, 
please call the office or you can pay by check at the next 
meeting.

See You at the Club! 
Michele, Cathy, Kim, Lori, Julie and Mike

Bar & Kitchen
– Governor Bill Ghiz

After one of the coldest winters on record, the arrival of 
spring on March 20 can’t come soon enough. With the new 
season upon us, we are proud to announce the hiring of our 
new General Manager, Mark Schumacher. After nearly two 
months of a comprehensive search process, we are confident 
that Mark is the right leader to guide our club forward. 
Mark brings nearly two decades of General Manager 
experience, and we are excited to leverage his expertise 
as we continue raising the bar and enhancing the overall 
experience for our members. 
We are also in the process of hiring our seasonal staff and 
thoughtfully preparing for the months ahead. Many familiar 
faces will be returning from previous summers, and they 
will play an important role in welcoming and mentoring our 
new team members to ensure the highest level of service for 
our membership. 
Summer can’t come soon enough. We look forward to seeing 
you at the club very soon. 

Bill Ghiz 
BarandKitchen@buckeyelakeyc.com

?
March Guest Bartenders

Debbi Popo & Casey Clark
Wednesday, March 4

5:00 - 7:00

Rear Commodore Bob Hegedus
Wednesday, March 11

5:00 - 7:00

Brian Kemp
Wednesday, March 18

5:00 - 7:00 

Commodore Rose McEntire
Wednesday, March 25

5:00 - 7:00



DESSERTS
Guiness Orange 
Chocolate Cake

Cinnamon-Raising
Bread Pudding

with a Jameson Caramel Sauce

PricingPricing information information
will be shared in an will be shared in an 
upcoming e-Newsupcoming e-News

Chaplain's 
Corner

– Fleet Chaplain Mark Thogmartin

A Hole In the Water? 
“A boat is a large hole in the water into which 

you throw money.” 
~ Anonymous 

You can’t reference famous quotes about 
boats and boating without addressing 
the elephant in the room. It’s probably 
safe to say that not one of us who has 
purchased a boat hasn’t had the old 
adage, above, tossed our direction. And 
there are the corollaries: “BOAT stands 
for ‘Break Out Another Thousand’ or 
‘Bankruptcy On A Trailer.’”  
While the barbs about the expenses 
associated with boat ownership 
may be irritating, we know they’re 
true. Waterborne crafts cry out for 
maintenance, upgrades, licensing, 
dockage, fuel, and a whole host of bank 
account and time robbing elements that 
keep us awake at night and cause us to 
wonder, “Is it all worth it?” 
It is undeniably true that almost every 
recreational pursuit can consume large 
amounts of capital. The hobbyist starts 
out innocently enough: “I’ll get this 

starter kit, learn the basics, and I’ll 
be happy.” But, inevitably, the law of 
diminishing returns kicks in. What once 
provided a nice little thrill soon ceases 
to bring the satisfaction or adrenalin 
rush that it once did. So, it begins...a 
little upgrade here, club memberships 
there, and travel to exotic locations that 
provide a better experience. Unchecked, 
things can get out of hand. 
As a chaplain, (former) boat owner, 
and adventure sport enthusiast, I have 
two suggestions/perspectives that I 
hope you might find to be helpful and 
reflection-worthy: 

•	 Count the costs before you 
commit. Consider every aspect 
of boat ownership or, more 
generally, any new recreational 
pursuit prior to jumping in. “A 
well-thought-out plan will work 
to your advantage, but hasty 
actions will cost you dearly” 
(Proverbs 21:5). If you thoroughly 
weigh the advantages and 
disadvantages ahead of time, and 
you believe the cost/benefit ratio 
is in your favor, then go ahead. 

•	 Learn the secret of contentment. 
Understand that it’s human 

nature to always want more. If 
you love sunsets on the lake, and 
fellowshipping with friends out 
on the water, a bigger motor with 
100 more horsepower isn’t going 
to make those things any more 
enjoyable than they are now. 
The apostle Paul said, “I have 
learned to be content in whatever 
circumstances I find myself ” 
(Philippians 4:11b). Contentment, 
coupled with a clear conscience, 
brings great reward. 

So, take heart. With the appropriate 
considerations, the acronym BOAT can 
stand for “Bargain Offering Amazing 
Treasures.” Wouldn’t it be wonderful if 
your loved ones agreed? 

Mark Thogmartin 
FleetChaplain@buckeyelakeyc.com

PS – To hear more about another 
recreational pursuit that had, for 
me, considerable cost/benefit ratio 
considerations, I invite you to my BLYC 
Speaker Series presentation “Hanging 
by a Thread: The Extreme Sport of Hang 
Gliding” on Thursday evening, March 
26.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
APPETIZERS

Loaded Potato Skins

Scotch Eggs
Hard-boiled Egg, wrapped in Sausage and 
Fried.  Served with Stone-ground Mustard

Guiness Beer Cheese Pretzels

ENTREES
Cottage Pies

Bed of Creamy Mashed Potatoes topped 
with a luscious filling of filet tips, sauteed 

vegetables and a rich beef gravy

Lamb Chop Lollipops
Served with Mashed Potatoes,  

Prosciutto wrapped Asparagus,  
and a Cabernet Gravy

Fish 'n Chips
Breaded Walleye served with French Fries, 

Cole Slaw, and Tartar Sauce

Corned Beef & Cabbage
Served with Roasted Potatoes & Carrots

Bangers & Mash
with Guiness Gravy and Peas

Reuben Pizza
Sourdough Rye Crust, Stone-ground 
Mustard Alfredo Sauce, Sauerkraut, 

Corned Beef, and Swiss Cheese



Communications
– Governor Kendall Cottongim

As we look over the frozen waters of Watkins Island 
and prepare for the thaw, I want to ensure our “lines 
of communication” are as taut and reliable as a well-
trimmed sail. Unfortunately, last month was a less than 
stellar performance.  The mailed copy of the February 
Log was printed with the wrong cover and rear page 
resulting in the corrected version being several days 
late to your residence.  The online page was correct 
though.  The weekly e-News is also set to automatically 
be sent every Wednesday at noon.  A technical glitch 
resulted in that not being sent until after 6:00 pm one 
week further highlighting that we need to give greater 
notice of things such as the guest bartender. The “lines of 
communication” were not taut, and this sailboat did not 
perform very well. For that I apologize to all the members 
of this great club. 
I know there will always be a risk of “things happen,” but 
rest assured I will continue to work through these issues 
when they occur and attempt to put checks and balances 
in place to prevent future breakdowns.  The Buckeye 
Lake Yacht Club Facebook page will now highlight 
the Wednesday night guest bartender every preceding 
Sunday giving you several day's notice of our volunteer 
mixologist. 
As we approach the summer months and activities 
continue to ramp up, please take advantage of all our 
communication tools for the latest and greatest.  Again, 
my email is communications@buckeyelakeyc.com. I look 
forward to hearing from you, 

See you at the Club! Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
Cheers!

Kendall Cottongim
Communications@buckeyelakeyc.com

House & grounds
– Governor Brian Thom

March Madness  
Spring is just around the corner (fingers crossed) and while I 
don’t know about you , I am ready for it!! 
Lots of things happening in March such as St. Paddy's 
Day and March Madness basketball. Speaking of March 
Madness, the house and grounds department will be busy 
as usual as we begin to start preparations for spring around 
the club. The fire pits on the front patio will be out and ready 
for use. Due to the weather over the winter and several small 
issues/repairs we have faced, we have fallen a little behind on 
some of the winter projects we had planned inside the club 
such as touch up painting and the women’s bathroom spruce 
up. We plan to get to that soon. 
I would like to thank everyone for their cooperation during 
the cold snap as the heat in the club struggled to keep up. 
We have plans to remediate these issues for the future. We 
are in a very old building and lack insulation in many areas.
Again, please feel free to reach out to me with any questions, 
concerns, or even ideas to keep our club great. Hope to see 
you soon. 

Brian Thom 
HouseandGrounds@buckeyelakeyc.com

Upcoming Upcoming 
Boating SeminarsBoating Seminars
Mini Safety at Sea Seminar

Sunday, March 8
1:00 - 3:00

Racing Rules Seminar
Right of Way Rules
Sunday, March 22

1:00 - 3:00

Racing Rules Seminar #2
Follow-Up

Sunday, April 12
1:00 - 3:00

Ohio Boater Education Course
Saturday, April 25

8:00 - 5:00
FREE COURSE

Participants must register through ODNR



Junior Training
– Governor Jen Lynch

We are excited to share that we have over 60 youth signed 
up for sailing camps this summer, with spots still to be 
filled. We are preparing for a fun summer of camps, 
regattas, and youth development.  
Our new EZ docks will be arriving this month, and we 
will be installing and prepping the docks for junior camps 
this summer. We are thrilled to have increased class sizes, 
in addition to providing our young sailors with a better 
experience on the boats and in the water with the dock 
improvements.  
We are hosting a junior training chili cook off fundraiser 
on March 28th and hope you can join us!  There will be a 
sign up for those who want to participate, and we promise 
it will be a good time! 
As always, please reach out if you have questions about 
the camps or other junior training activities.  I have 
appreciated hearing from many of you.  
Wishing you a fun and safe St. Patrick’s Day! 

“May your thoughts be as glad as the shamrocks. 
May your heart be as light as a song. 
May each day bring you bright, happy hours 
That stay with you all the year long.”

— an Irish Blessing

Take care and see you at the club! 
Jen Lynch 

JuniorTraining@buckeyelakeyc.com

Children's Easter PartyChildren's Easter Party
Saturday, April 4Saturday, April 4

MENUMENU
Breakfast Buffet — 10:30Breakfast Buffet — 10:30

$20 per person — Children under 12 Free with an adult$20 per person — Children under 12 Free with an adult

FrenchFrench Toast Sticks • Sausage Links Toast Sticks • Sausage Links
Bacon • Scrambled Eggs • Biscuits & GravyBacon • Scrambled Eggs • Biscuits & Gravy

Hashbrowns • Fruit PlatterHashbrowns • Fruit Platter
Assorted Pastries • JuicesAssorted Pastries • Juices
Chocolate Milk • CoffeeChocolate Milk • Coffee

Lunch Buffet — 12:30Lunch Buffet — 12:30
$25 per person — Children under 12 Free with an adult$25 per person — Children under 12 Free with an adult

PulledPulled Pork Sliders • Chicken Tenders Pork Sliders • Chicken Tenders
Mac 'n Cheese • Green BeansMac 'n Cheese • Green Beans

Fruit Platter • Assorted DessertsFruit Platter • Assorted Desserts
Kid's PunchKid's Punch

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE VIA RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE VIA 
THE FORM ON THE BLYC WEBSITETHE FORM ON THE BLYC WEBSITE
(Do not use the standard reservation system online)(Do not use the standard reservation system online)



Race & Regatta
– Rear Commodore Bob Hegedus

Hello, BLYC Sailors and Enthusiasts!  
The breeze is picking up and the docks are starting 
to buzz with anticipation. We’ve had a fantastic start 
to the year, focusing on sharpening our skills and 
expanding our community before the first official flags 
go up. Here's what’s happening on the water (and in the 
clubhouse): 
An afternoon of Knots & Knowledge, hosted by our ever 
enthusiastic and charismatic MC, Steve Harris! 
A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our 
Sailing Tar Social Kickoff ! It was wonderful to see so 
many familiar faces — and several new ones (including 
mine and Laurie’s) — getting into the spirit of the 
season. 
Between practicing our bowlines and the heated 
competition of sailing trivia, the energy was high. 
Congratulations to our trivia winners John, Dan, Barb, 
and Teri; your depth of nautical knowledge is officially 
impressive! 
Getting Race Ready 
This month, we also hosted our Race Committee 101 
class. Understanding what happens on the "other side" 
of the starting line is crucial for every sailor. We had 
a great turnout, and I’m confident that our Racing 
Committee volunteers are more prepared than ever to 
provide fair, professional, and exciting starts this season. 
New Fleet Alert: RC Sailing is Coming! 
We are thrilled to announce that we are preparing for 
our very first season of a Radio-Controlled (RC) sailing 
fleet on Buckeye Lake! 
Whether you’re a seasoned skipper looking to hone 
your tactics in a smaller format or someone who prefers 
to keep their feet dry while competing, RC sailing is a 
blast. We want this fleet to be vibrant and active, so we 
need you to get involved. 
Get Involved 
The season is just around the corner, and there’s a place 
for everyone in our racing program. 

•	 Questions?  Want to just hang out with sailors?... 
Join us on Sundays! 

•	 Want to join the RC Fleet?  It’s a lot cheaper than 
the big boats! 

Please don't hesitate to reach out! Drop me an email for 
more details on any of our programs or to find out how 
you can join in on the fun! 

Bob Hegedus 
RaceandRegatta@buckeyelakeyc.com

FROM THE MANAGER...
– Mark Schumacher, General Manager

I am a hospitality and operations professional with a 
strong foundation in leadership, team development, 
and customer experience, and I am excited about the 
opportunity to serve as General Manager at Buckeye 
Lake Yacht Club. My approach to management is 
grounded in integrity, accountability, and a deep respect 
for both organizational goals and the people who bring 
them to life each day. I believe that successful leadership 
begins with clear communication, mutual trust, and a 
shared commitment to excellence across every level of 
service.

I am proud to be the parent of a daughter who is 
currently in nursing school and preparing to graduate 
this spring, as well as a son who is pursuing his 
education while playing college baseball. Alongside our 
busy family life, we are also kept on our toes by our 
English Bulldog, Hunter, who is very much a part of our 
daily routine

In a role as important and visible as General Manager, 
my top priorities would include enhancing member 
satisfaction, maintaining operational efficiency, 
supporting staff through mentorship and development, 
and ensuring a safe, well-organized atmosphere for all 
who visit the club. I am committed to upholding the 
reputation of the organization by delivering consistent 
service quality, managing resources responsibly, and 
building strong relationships within both the internal 
team and the surrounding community. I understand 
that a yacht club is more than a facility. It is a gathering 
place where families create memories, friendships are 
strengthened, and traditions are honored. Through 
dependable leadership and a collaborative spirit, I aim 
to contribute positively to the continued success and 
welcoming culture of the club. 

If you would like to connect, I would be happy to speak 
with you and can be reached at gm@buckeyelakeyc.com

Mark Schumacher
GM@buckeyelakeyc.com

LET USLET US KNOW ABOUT YOUR  KNOW ABOUT YOUR 
DINING EXPERIENCEDINING EXPERIENCE

www.buckeyelakeyc.com/feedbackwww.buckeyelakeyc.com/feedback



Looking Aft
- P/C Steve Harris, BLYC Historian

The following article appeared in the April 
22, 1911 issue of The Portsmouth Times. 

The last number of the "Drift," a Columbus 
magazine that is the official organ of the 
Buckeye Lake Yacht Club, is denominated 
a memorial number to the late George H. 
Watkins, of Portsmouth, member of the 
state board of public works, who was an 
active member of the club.  He worked 
indefatigably to promote its interests.  The 
"Drift" contains the following eulogy to Mr. 
Watkins: 
“Uncle George” has gone to receive his 
reward — that greater reward — the 
approval of his Maker, which, after all, every 
man really seeks above else.
The depth of our sense of grief at our loss is 
lessened only by the positive feeling we have, 
that his reward will be greater — greater by 
far than we could have given.
Appreciation and thanks are matters of the 
soul.  There can be no satisfaction in words.  
We have and do feel appreciation and thanks 
which we cannot express.  Our very hearts 
are moved.
Possibly we are but mocking our grief in vain 
efforts to voice our feelings, but we must pay 
tribute to one who won our co-operation 
and had our fullest confidence through his 
earnestness and sincerity.  Our own Uncle 
George Watkins was a true friend.
So long as we have life to enjoy the fruits 
of his labors, just so long will we praise one 
man who made good on at least one big 
proposition which he undertook.
George Watkins’ was not merely to 
make good for the satisfaction of seeing 
accomplishment, not alone for a vindication 
before the world that he meant what he 
said, not just a question of personal pride or 
gratification — his idea was bigger than that.  
Only those closest to him during his labors 
for Buckeye Lake and the parks of the state 
of Ohio can testify competently and their 
testimony is this: Geo. Watkins wished for 
the success of his efforts because he had a 
sincere desire to benefit thousands of people 
throughout Ohio by providing breathing 

places, places where healthy recreation 
should reign under proper regulations.
The “Friend of Buckeye Lake” was a broad 
man, capable of large feelings, we all know.  
We know the warmth of feeling we all 
experienced toward him which we all felt 
so incapable of expressing to him.  He was a 
maker of friends and never a loser.
His pleasant manner, the depth and 
kindliness of personal interest which he 
continually displayed, the gentlemanly 
dignity, the cordial humor, the smile of the 
hail fellow, the ring of sincerity in his speech, 
his inspiring energy, all these, and more, will 
remain as our memories of him.  
We could review his countless efforts, recall 
his many acts and words, tell of his oft 
expressed hopes, of his sympathy; tell of the 
personal sacrifices of his untiring physical 
labors, for the best interests of Ohio’s State 
Parks and particularly Buckeye Lake.  How 
we will miss him. Thousands praise him 
where hundreds knew him.  No man can do 
better during his period of life than to help 
lift the burden in this locality and his fellow 
men are thankful.
Buckeye Lake in its present form, the New 
Buckeye Lake is his handiwork and that of 
the men he enthused and caused to work 
with him for its betterment.  Let it be his 
gift to make the lives of men brighter — his 
everlasting monument.
His sincerity we all knew, his hopes, some 
of us knew, his disappointments only a very 
few knew.  He was too optimistic to talk of 
discouragements yet some of us knew he 
encountered them. 
Few men live to see their works and acts 
justified and to see the seal of public 
approval placed on their efforts.  Especially 
it is true that men in public life engaged in 
work as servants for their fellow men rarely, 
if ever, reap any of the praise that may be 
due them for services rendered and well 
performed.
We borrow an editorial from the Dispatch, 
Columbus, January 2d, 1911, as a fitting 
testimonial to Mr. Watkins as being the 
one most deserving of the blessings that 
will be and always are showered on those 
“who made sure that these lakes should be 
prepared as resorts of recreation and rest for 
an increasing population.” George Watkins 
lived to see the following said about his 
work. 

The State Parks
“Over half a million people last year visited 
the state parks, as those reservoirs and 
natural lakes under the control of the state 
are called.The patronage is such that there 
is no longer question of their maintenance 
from the natural revenues, and the planning 
is for further accommodations for the 
people, gymnasiums, bathing beaches, 
boating facilities, public drives, walks, etc.  
If there was ever any doubt of the wisdom 
of maintaining these inland lakes for public 
use, it has been dispelled, and there is 
already a suggestion of the blessings that 
will long be showered on the heads of the 
legislators and others who made sure that 
these lakes should be preserved as resorts 
of recreation and rest for an increasing 
population.
Some are fortunate enough to be able to 
travel long distances to ocean or lake side, 
but more are not. 
For these latter, who work in summer as 
in other seasons of the year, the existence 
of a park with water near their homes is a 
boon — a means of health and happiness.  
The man or men who foresaw all this had a 
vision worth while, and those who made the 
vision a reality have but to look about them 
to find their reward.”
His vision was worth while.  Our praise can 
only be feeble as compared with the reality of 
that “vision” — its value to men.
In George Watkins we found a man — a 
man who in public service was really honest 
in a desire to serve well by doing something 
worth while. We found a ready ear, not for 
selfish wants, but for the deserving needs of 
a whole people and, invariably suggestions 
of the right sort were acted upon by him 
promptly.  He was a friend to many a close 
friend of all interested for the good of 
Buckeye Lake, and a closer friends of all his 
colleagues in office and those who labored 
with him in the ranks of the Buckeye Lake 
Yacht Club for the good of the state parks.
The Yacht Club has sung his praise on 
many occasions.  Its members believed in 
him.  They were for him always as a man, 
regardless of creed or party, they trusted him 
and their trust was not misplaced.  Today 
they honor his memory and pay tribute to 
his current endeavors. May his memory 
remain with all of us as one who attempted 
much and made good.



Your Local Boating Experts
Family-Owned & Operated • Expert Brokerage Sales

Factory Trained and Certified Technicians
Winterization & Storage • Boat Commissioning & Service

“More than a Dealership: A Boating Community”

www.robbcomarine.com • 740-954-8004
New/Used Sailboats

New/Used Outboard Engines
New/Used Boat Trailers

New/Used Pontoons
New/Used Waverunners 

Used Powerboats

• Draperies • Motorized Products
• Shutters • Blinds & Shades

• Specialty Hardware
• Custom Bedding

www.HangUpsinc.com
C. Mark Russell 

614-239-7004
Fax: 614-239-7668

3751 APRIL LANE
COLS., OH 43227 

Custom Design and 
Fabrication of Interior

Window Coverings

hang
ups

Inc.

A registered 501(c)3 Corporation

To improve, 
restore, & 
maintain 

Watkins Island 
and support the 

Buckeye Lake 
Community

www.watkinsisland.org (614) 832-2568

Lisa has the experience, knowledge 
and connections to help you have a 

smooth transaction - and have some 
fun along the way!

4595 Walnut Road, Buckeye Lake, OH
740 814-0166

YOUR BUCKEYE LAKE REALTOR!

Rt. 79 (2 miles south of Heath)
Ask for Mike Bruckelmeyer

Shop 24/7 at CoconisFurniture.com

5246 Walnut Road, Suite B2
Buckeye Lake, Ohio 43008

740-877-6449
www.lepirealestate.com

FRIDAY NIGHT 
POKER

Join us every 
Friday in the 

Commodores 
Lounge!

Contact Mark Yerke for 
more information

markyerke@gmail.com



State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001739

Stacy R Engle Ins Agcy Inc
Stacy Engle LTCP RICP, Agent
417 S 30th Street
Heath, OH  43056
Bus: 740-522-5460

27193  R7-21

A personalized financial 
strategy based on your values.

Jeff Ritter, CLU®, RICP®, CKA®, Wealth Advisor
Central Ohio Group
7502 Slate Ridge Blvd, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
614-626-2778 | jeff.ritter@thrivent.com
facebook.com/jeff.ritter.thrivent
linkedin.com/in/jeffritterthrivent

614-805-7955
Servicing Buckeye Lake and 

Greater Columbus Areas
48 years of Combined 

Real Estate Experience
CatandHowardTeamLive.comCatandHowardTeamLive.com The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Andrea Taylor Ins Agency Inc
Andrea Taylor, Agent
5540 N Hamilton Road
Columbus, OH 43230-1322
Bus: 614-855-9421
andrea@taylorsf.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Member SIPC

Jim Ward, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
4455 Walnut Rd C
Buckeye Lake, OH 43008
740-527-0889

Let's get to work on a 
life you love.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894Q-A AECSPAD

STUBBINS WATSON BRYAN & WITUCKY CO.,  L.P.A.STUBBINS WATSON BRYAN & WITUCKY CO.,  L.P.A.

Navigators of LawNavigators of Law
Charting you through the legal complexities of life. We 

focus on planning for individuals, families, and businesses.

59 N. 4TH STREET P.O. BOX 488 • ZANESVILLE, OH 43702-0488
TEL: 740.452.8484 FAX: 740.455.4124 • SWBWLAWFIRM.COM

BLYC Member Mike Bryan

The highest compliment I can receive is a referral from my friends, family, and clients

740-246-5525
BUCKEYELAKE.COM

+
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Secretary/Treasurer                            Rick Hoffman
Fleet Captain - Sail                        David Paligo
Fleet Captain - Power              Brian Thom
Fleet Surgeon                               Doctor John Vangilder, M.D.
Fleet Chaplain                                 Mark Thogmartin, PhD
I-LYA Delegate                 	              Commodore Don Harris                                                
Parliamentarian                              Tom Campbell
Historian                         Commodore Steve Harris
Finance Committee             Commodore Mark Pyle, Chair
                           Commodore David Luttenberger

                            Commodore Rose McEntire
Commodore Charlie Campbell

Commodore Bill Collinson
Commodore Mike Bruckelmeyer

Commodore Vic Schroeder

Commodores Association      Commodore Rose McEntire
Insurance Committee        Commodore Bill Collinson
Classic Boat Regatta          Commodore Charlie Campbell
Snowball Regatta                                 Commodore Steve Harris
Annual Golf Outing        Commodore Jeff Hamilton
Bob Dye Memorial Poker Run                            Barb Hein
Commodores’ Steak Nite              Commodore Greg Miller
                           Commodore Mark Russell 
                         Commodore Rose McEntire
Good Neighbor Committee  Commodore Greg Miller
                                Mallory Miller-Sherer
Classic Car Show                                Jeff Schwartz
Howard & Rosa Clark                     Commodore Greg Miller
     Scholarship Fund                                      Evan Miller

Standing Committees & appointments

Buckeye Lake
Yacht Club

(740) 929-9941
www.buckeyelakeyc.com

Board of Governors
Commodore
Vic Schroeder

Vice Commodore
Rickie Sue Grunden

Docks & Rentals
Rear Commodore

Governor Bob Hegedus
Race & Regatta

Governor Kendall Cottongim
Communications

Governor Bill Ghiz
Bar & Kitchen

Governor Jen Lynch 
Junior Training

Governor Mike Perez
Membership

Governor Dean Pickett
Entertainment

Governor Brian Thom
House & Grounds

Board of Trustees
Commodore Rose McEntire 

Commodore Charlie Campbell
Commodore Jeff Hamilton

Commodore Mike Bruckelmeyer 
Commodore Bill Collinson

Club Management
Mark Schumacher, General Manager
Ish Howe, Front-of-House Manager

Josh Hutchinson, Executive Chef 
Rebecca Miller, Office Manager

Auxiliary Officers
President Michele DelMatto
Vice President Cathy Blaies

Vice President Kim Oyer 
Co-Treasurer Julie Bruckelmeyer
Co-Treasurer Mike Bruckelmeyer

Secretary Lori Falter

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/BuckeyeLakeYachtClub

Follow Us on Twitter
@buckeyelakeyc

Children'sChildren's

Easter EggEaster Egg

Hunt     Hunt     ..
Saturday, April 4Saturday, April 4
TwoTwo Seating Times Seating Times

10:30 — Breakfast Buffet
12:30 — Lunch Buffet

EggEgg Hunt Begins Hunt Begins
Promptly at Promptly at 

NoonNoon
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED


