
Children's Easter Egg Hunt Children's Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 4

Easter Brunch Easter Brunch 
Sunday, April 5

9:30 - 3:30
Club Closes @ 4:00 pm

Cake Decorating PartyCake Decorating Party  
Saturday, April 11

3:00 pm

Mini Safety at Sea Mini Safety at Sea 
Seminar Seminar 

Sunday, April 12
1:00 - 3:00

Commodores Ball Commodores Ball 
Saturday, April 18

Blue Spectrum

Speaker SeriesSpeaker Series  
Thursday, April 23 

Sourdough 
Kodi Hutchinson 

Ohio Boater Ohio Boater 
Education Course Education Course 

Saturday, April 25
8:00 - 4:00

Spring Work Day Spring Work Day 
Sunday, April 26

CLUB CLOSED

Tequila & Taco Tasting Tequila & Taco Tasting 
Wednesday, May 6
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Commodore
Vic Schroeder

April is here, and that means we're all 
about to get very busy, so launch those 
boats and hit the water! Amid the 
hustle, I hope you'll carve out some time 
to join us for a few of our upcoming 
club events — they're always a great way 
to kick off the season with friends old 
and new. 
Head over to our calendar right now, 
pick out the ones that appeal to you, and 
get your reservations early. Spots can fill 
up fast! 
Some unfortunate news is that this 
summer, from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day, the parking lot will be closed for 
the new construction on State Route 
79.  We fought this with the state but to 
no avail; the best they would do is save 
15 parking spaces for us at the State 
Park.  I am sure it will not be much of a 
problem for you.  
Don't miss the Spring Work Day on 
Saturday, April 26 — it's one of the 
best ways to meet new friends (and 

reconnect with old ones) while pitching 
in to get the club shipshape for the 
season. Expect good camaraderie, 
some laughs, plenty of cold drinks, and 
fun, as we tackle projects together. It's 
the perfect mix of volunteer spirit and 
social time — come for the work, stay 
for the good times! 
And now,  if you made it this far, you 
now know paragraph 2 is my attempt at 
an April Fool's Joke. Ha! 
I'm especially partial to the 
Commodores Ball too — it's another 
night too many of you are missing 
out on. Expect great laughs, delicious 
food, fantastic music, and a chance 
to dress up and celebrate the start of 
another boating season in style. You 
don't need to be a current Governor, 
Past Commodore, or anyone "official" 
to have a blast — just come enjoy the 
evening with the rest of us! 
Also, a quick reminder about the 
ODNR Boater Education Course — if 
you're one of the folks who still needs 
to complete it (you know who you are), 
now's the perfect time to sign up and get 
certified before you're out on the water. 
We are thrilled to welcome several new 
team members who've already jumped 
in and are getting trained for the busy 
months ahead. Please make a point to 
introduce yourself — they're eager to 
meet you, serve the club, and help make 
this season one to remember. 
A couple of quick housekeeping items: 

•	 To ensure both you and your first 
mate stay in the loop on events, 
updates, changes, or any urgent 

mailto:commodore@buckeyelakeyc.com


Docks & Rentals
– Vice Commodore Rickie Sue Grunden

“Believe me my young friend, there is nothing-absolutely nothing-
half so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats.” 

— Ratty, The Wind in the Willows
April is the beginning of the boating season.  Time to prep 
your craft and launch your pride and joy!  The docks are 
ready and the lake is at full pool! 
Club Work Day is Sunday, April 26th from 9:00 am–12:30 pm.  
The Docks Committee could use some willing hands to raise 
the Dori poles and pennants. We will have coffee and donuts 
to energize you at 9:00 am and pizza and beer to refresh you 
after we are done.  As a bonus, it is a great way to meet other 
members.   
Eastport Boatyard: The combination is 5233 for the gate 
and lakeside locks in the Eastport boatyard.  If you can’t 
remember it, look at the street number hanging on the fence 
— it is the same.  Please do not give this information to non-
Club members.  If you have guests boating with you, let them 
in or have them meet you at Watkins Island where you can 
get the daily guest number from the office and the bar.  The 
port-a-pot and the dumpster will be delivered on April 15th.  
The water will be turned on by April 25th. 
Emergency Numbers:  We all want a safe boating season.  If 
an emergency arises on the docks or boats, Race and Regatta 
put together an Emergency Card that has phone numbers 
and procedures on it.  We have laminated the card and posted 
them on the gates at the Eastport docks, Area 8 docks, and 
lakeside at the Eastport boatyard.   
Dock and Storage Rental:  We have docks and storage 
available for the boating season.  Complete the application on 
the website.  By the way, our rentals are below market price. 
Battle of the Birds:  After some successes and some failures 
last summer, we have a plan to relocate the sea gulls from our 
docks to Lake Erie.  

•	 Dori Poles and Pennants:  We have purchased more 
and will install them on Work Day.  Please volunteer to 
help us — no ladders involved. 

•	 All docks will be power washed by middle of May.   
•	 The squawk box on Watkins Island is in place and 

working.  We also have solar powered ones and will 
place them on Eastport and Area 8 when we power 
wash. 

•	 If this is not enough, we could purchase replicas of 
dead sea gulls and place them on the docks.  We think 
it is gross and will not resort to this unless the birds are 
winning.  

•	 If all else fails, we are calling Alfred Hitchcock. 

See You on the Water! 
Rickie Sue Grunden 

DocksandRentals@buckeyelakeyc.com

Commodore	 Continued from p. 1

alerts, please log into the member portal today and 
add your spouse/partner's email address. They'll get 
all the same communications you do. 

•	 While you're in the portal, take a quick second to 
upload a current photo of yourself (or both of you!). It 
helps the staff and new friends put a face to the name 
— especially helpful after a few at the club! 

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who took the time 
to complete our recent anonymous surveys. Your honest 
feedback is incredibly valuable and directly helps us steer 
the club in the direction you want to go. If you haven't filled 
one out yet, please do so next time — we really appreciate 
the input! 
Looking forward to seeing you pitching in on the 26th, 
dressing up for the Ball, and out on the water soon.

Fair Winds,
Commodore Vic Schroeder

Commodore@buckeyelakeyc.com

Cake Decorating PartyCake Decorating Party
Saturday, April 11 — 3:00 pm

Enjoy a complimentary 
glass of wine while 

layering and decorating 
your own individual 

mini-cake

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Beginner Friendly!

You will receive a complimentary drink 
upon arrival.  4 shots of premium Tequila 

along with food pairings for each

LIMITED TO 50 PARTICIPANTS

Saturday, May 6
Tequila Tasting

with speaker sharing 
knowledge of each 

sampled tequila

$55 per person
sign up through the BLYC website

mailto:DocksandRentals@buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:Commodore@buckeyelakeyc.com


Communications
– Governor Kendall Cottongim

Staying Connected as the Season Begins: As we shake off 
the final chill of winter and look toward the 2026 boating 
season, the Buckeye Lake Yacht Club is ramping up its 
communication efforts to ensure members are ready for 
a busy spring.  Whether you are a long-time sailor or a 
social member, April is a critical month for updates on club 
events, safety and registrations. 
To stay informed this month, I highly encourage members 
to make sure you are connected to the following official 
channels: 

•	 The Log (Monthly Newsletter):  This April edition of 
the Log has a full monthly calendar. 

•	 Weekly e-News:  If you haven’t already, sign up to 
receive real-time updates on all the great things 
happening at the club.  The primary member should 
check your on-line profile on the BLYC members 
portal for email accuracy and to upload your profile 
picture.  Add your First Mate by calling the office and 
creating a “B Record” for that individual — including 
their own profile picture and email address. 

•	 Facebook:  Get many real-time pictures during our 
events, and we also use Facebook to remind members 
of upcoming events such as the guest bartender and 
speaker series. 

•	 Official BLYC Website:  Our website can be found at 
buckeyelakeyc.com and this website has a plethora of 
information from our history, the Gob’s Mess menus, 
Membership, Sailing and Boating, Junior Sailing, 
the Auxiliary and Upcoming Events. Plus, you can 
register for most any event you would want to attend. 

So, as we approach the summer months and activities 
continue to ramp up, please take advantage of all our 
communication tools for the latest and greatest.  Again, my 
email is communications@buckeyelakeyc.com and I look 
forward to hearing from you, 

See You at the Club! 
Kendall Cottongim 

Communications@buckeyelakeyc.com

Race & Regatta
– Rear Commodore Bob Hegedus

Happy Easter, BLYC Family! 
Happy Easter to all our members and their families! As 
we move into April, the energy at the club is absolutely 
infectious. March was an incredibly busy month, and you 
can truly feel the momentum building as the lake filled back 
up and the weather finally warms up. 
I also want to send a huge thank you to everyone who 
came out for our Guest Bartender Night! Serving alongside 
several of our board members was an absolute blast, and 
your support made for a fantastic evening of laughs and 
community spirit. 
Safety & Education Updates 
We want to offer a sincere apology for the schedule change 
regarding our Safety at Sea Seminar. To ensure we provide 
the best possible experience, we have rescheduled this vital 
session to Saturday, April 12th. We appreciate your flexibility 
and hope to see a great turnout for this important training. 
Additionally, don't forget to mark your calendars for our 
annual Ohio Boater Education Class on April 25th taught 
by ODNR Watercraft Officers. This is a free course and you 
must register through ODNR.  Whether you are a seasoned 
captain or a new boater, this course is a fantastic way to 
sharpen your skills and ensure a safe, enjoyable season for 
everyone on the water. 
New Horizons: RC Sailboat Fleet 
Finally, we are thrilled to announce the launch of our 
brand-new RC Sailboat Fleet! This is a fun, competitive, and 
social way to enjoy the spirit of racing even when you aren't 
on a full-sized vessel. We are looking for enthusiasts of all 
skill levels to join the fun. 
Interested in joining the fleet? Please contact me directly for 
more information on how to get involved! 

See You on the Lake! 
Bob Hegedus 

RaceandRegatta@buckeyelakeyc.com

http://buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:communications@buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:Communications@buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:RaceandRegatta@buckeyelakeyc.com


Membership
– Governor Mike Perez

At the March Board Meeting, we were excited to welcome 
two new members who were officially voted into the 
Buckeye Lake Yacht Club. Please join us in extending a 
warm BLYC welcome to: 

Brad Walker and first mate Molly 
Matt Kastens and first mate Jennifer Jarvis 

We’re glad to have you as part of our club community and 
look forward to seeing you around the island!   
First Readings 
In addition, we had three first readings at the March 
meeting. These prospective members will be voted on at the 
April Board Meeting. Be sure to check out their information 
posted on the bulletin board in the bar area. 
Membership Is Open! 
Membership is currently open, and now is a great time 
to join. If you know someone who may be interested in 
becoming a member, please encourage them to submit an 
online application. Joining now allows new members to be 
part of all the excitement of the upcoming summer season! 
Member Information Reminders 

•	 Please make sure all your personal information in the 
member directory is current. Updates can be made 
through your member portal. 

•	 Don’t forget to add a photo to your profile if you 
haven’t already. 

•	 Be sure you know your member number, which is 
helpful for the staff at the club.  This can be found 
in your member portal via the club website: www.
buckeyelakeyc.com. 

•	 If you would like your first mate to receive all club 
communications, please call the office and ask for 
Deanna. She can create a separate record in the jonas 
system for your first mate. 

I don’t know about you, but I can’t wait to get my boat in the 
water over the next few weeks. Let the boating fun begin! 

See you at the club!  
Mike Perez 

Membership@buckeyelakeyc.com

Junior Training
– Governor Jen Lynch

Spring is in the air!   
Thanks to everyone who participated in the Junior Sailing 
Fundraiser Chili Cook Off!  This will allow us to continue 
the excellent instruction with improved equipment for our 
sailors. We are excited about the upcoming season.  We have 
over 70 juniors signed up for camps and a few on a waiting 
list.  This is the largest number of youth we have ever had 
participate in camps in our club’s history!  A big shout out 
to Buckeye Lake Yacht Club Junior Sailing Head Instructor 
and Race Team Coach Katy Schroeder and Kyle Buchwalter 
for all their work  
We really appreciate all the correspondence with questions 
about the camps, and hopefully Coach Katy and I have been 
able to address outstanding issues.  
BLYC is thrilled to kick off the I-LYA Junior Sailing Regatta 
Series on Saturday, May 30th. We will be planning the next 
couple of months to make our club shine and provide a 
first-class experience for those participating from other 
clubs in the region.  
As always, please reach out if you have questions about the 
camps or other junior training activities.  I have appreciated 
hearing from many of you.  

Take care and see you at the club! 
Jen Lynch 

JuniorTraining@buckeyelakeyc.com

LET USLET US KNOW ABOUT YOUR  KNOW ABOUT YOUR 
DINING EXPERIENCEDINING EXPERIENCE

www.buckeyelakeyc.com/feedbackwww.buckeyelakeyc.com/feedback

OHIO
BOATER

EDUCATION
CLASS

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
8:00 am — 5:00 pm

This FREE course satifies Ohio's boating education 
requirements.  It will be taught by ODNR officers 

and we will meet in the Fireplace Room.
Advance Registration through ODNR is required.

Call the Park Office at (740) 527-4218

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

http://www.buckeyelakeyc.com
http://www.buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:Membership@buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:JuniorTraining@buckeyelakeyc.com
http://www.buckeyelakeyc.com/feedback


House & grounds
– Governor Brian Thom

Spring Time!
Our annual spring clean up day will be Sunday April 26th 
from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm. Please join us as we prepare for our 
upcoming summer season and give the club a good cleaning 
inside and out. We will start off with coffee, donuts and juice 
in the morning followed by Pizza Cottage and “beverages” for 
lunch. Please join us as we would really appreciate your help.  
During the high winds last month, the club sustained some 
damage to portions of our roof and siding which has caused 
some minor leaking inside the club. We are diligently working to 
get these repairs made ASAP. Other projects we will be working 
on this month include updating our fire and carbon monoxide 
detectors around the club, installing new windows upstairs 
(the ones that haven’t already been replaced), steam cleaning 
all carpets and cleaning our HVAC duct work. We have a busy 
month ahead of us. 
Please feel free to reach out to me or our new General Manager 
Mark for any questions or concerns. I have been working closely 
with him and bringing him up to speed with the house and 
grounds department. We are very excited to have him aboard!!  
In conclusion, the lake is full so let’s go BOATING!!!  

Brian Thom
HouseandGrounds@buckeyelakeyc.com

Bar & kitchen
– Governor Bill Ghiz

Spring is in the Air!
The weather is warming, the lake has thawed, and that can 
only mean one thing.  The season is right around the corner. 
Our new General Manager Mark, along with Ish and Chef 
Josh, have been hard at work getting everything ready, and 
before we know it the boats will be back in the water and 
the club will be buzzing again. 
We recently received the results from our latest member 
survey, and we truly appreciate everyone who took the time 
to share their feedback. Your input is incredibly valuable. 
Our management team will be working closely with our 
staff to make improvements based on those comments 
There are several areas in the bar and kitchen where we see 
opportunities to elevate the experience. 
Mark has really enjoyed meeting many of our members 
since joining the club and is looking forward to meeting 
even more of you as the season gets underway. He’s excited 
about the future and committed to making the club 
experience even better for our members and their guests. 
We hope everyone has a wonderful Easter as you enjoy the 
start of the spring season. We look forward to seeing you at 
the club very soon! 

Bill Ghiz
BarandKitchen@buckeyelakeyc.com

BLYC AUxiliary
Spring is in the Air!
Spring is in the air, and the Buckeye Lake Yacht Club 
Auxiliary is excited to kick off another great season! Our 
members are already planning fun activities and working 
hard behind the scenes preparing for our annual summer 
fundraiser which is always the highlight of the season. 
Congratulations to Eric Riley for winning the Auxiliary 
membership drawing.  We hope you enjoy your year of 
membership!  
If you are interested in getting involved we would love to 
have you join us. Please feel free to reach out to an officer or 
any auxiliary member for more information. 
We look forward to seeing everyone back at the club as we 
head into a fun and busy spring,  

Michele, Kim, Lori Cathy, Julie and Mike 

Entertainment
– Governor Dean Pickett

Welcome to Spring and Happy Easter. Thanks to our rains 
in March our beloved lake is at full pool. As such, we will be 
switching our entertainment to be “live”. Our goal for this 
summer at the BLYC is the following — one night have a 
small band (2-3) or a solo artist, and on the other night, we 
will have a larger entertainment option. In addition, we are 
also trying to have more acoustic entertainment poolside on 
Sundays. Lastly, August 15th we will be bringing a DJ in for 
our entertainment for a special dance party.  
We have the Commodores Ball in April, and will have Blue 
Spectrum as our entertainment for this special event.  
As always, if you find entertainment you would like at the 
club please send me their information. Each year, I try to 
bring in new entertainment while still bringing back our 
tried and true entertainers. 
See You at The Club

Dean Pickett
Entertainment@buckeyelakeyc.com

SaSafety at Sea fety at Sea 
SeminarSeminar
Sunday, April 12

1:00 - 3:00

mailto:HouseandGrounds@buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:BarandKitchen@buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:Entertainment@buckeyelakeyc.com


APPETIZERSAPPETIZERS
BakedBaked Brie Bites —  Brie Bites — $$88

Grilled Banana Bread — Grilled Banana Bread — $$44
Yogurt & Granola Parfait — Yogurt & Granola Parfait — $$88

Coconut Shrimp — Coconut Shrimp — $$1010
Caprese Skewers — Caprese Skewers — $$66

Deviled Eggs — Deviled Eggs — $$44

SALADSSALADS
StrawberryStrawberry Spinach Salad Spinach Salad

Full — Full — $$14    Half — 14    Half — $$88

SideSide Salad —  Salad — $$44

DESSERTSDESSERTS
CremeCreme Brulee —  Brulee — $$88

Banana Banana Pudding — Pudding — $$66
CarrotCarrot Cake —  Cake — $$88

Mini MonkeyMini Monkey Breads —  Breads — $$66

KidsKids Menu Available Menu Available

ENTREESENTREES
BiscuitsBiscuits & Gravy —  & Gravy — $$88

QuicheQuiche Trio —  Trio — $$1212
Roasted Veggie & Gouda; Ham & Cheddar; Roasted Veggie & Gouda; Ham & Cheddar; 

Bacon, Feta, & SpinachBacon, Feta, & Spinach

CinnamonCinnamon Swirl French Toast —  Swirl French Toast — $$1212
Served with choice of Bacon or SausageServed with choice of Bacon or Sausage

MonteMonte Cristo —  Cristo — $$1414
Thinly sliced club Cinnamon Swirl Bread packed Thinly sliced club Cinnamon Swirl Bread packed 
full of shaved Ham and Swiss Cheese, battered full of shaved Ham and Swiss Cheese, battered 

and lightly fried to a golden brown.  Topped and lightly fried to a golden brown.  Topped 
with Powdered Sugar and served with a sweet with Powdered Sugar and served with a sweet 

Raspberry sauce and Fresh FruitRaspberry sauce and Fresh Fruit

CornedCorned Beef Hash Bowl —  Beef Hash Bowl — $$1414
Home Fries sauteed with Bell Peppers, Onions, Home Fries sauteed with Bell Peppers, Onions, 

and Corned Beef.  Topped with Scrambled Eggs, and Corned Beef.  Topped with Scrambled Eggs, 
Swiss Cheese, and Sausage GravySwiss Cheese, and Sausage Gravy

CrispyCrispy Chicken Caesar Wrap —  Chicken Caesar Wrap — $$1212
Crispy Chicken Tenders chopped with Romaine Crispy Chicken Tenders chopped with Romaine 
Lettuce, tossed with Caesar dressing and fresh Lettuce, tossed with Caesar dressing and fresh 

Parmesan and rolled in a Flour Tortilla. Parmesan and rolled in a Flour Tortilla. 
Served with Kettle ChipsServed with Kettle Chips

ProteinProtein Rice Bowl —  Rice Bowl — $$1616
Rice topped with sauteed Cabbage, Onions, Rice topped with sauteed Cabbage, Onions, 

Carrots, Broccoli, Cauliflower, and your choice of Carrots, Broccoli, Cauliflower, and your choice of 
Protein and Sauce:Protein and Sauce:

Chicken, Salmon, Beef Tips, or ShrimpChicken, Salmon, Beef Tips, or Shrimp
Honey Mustard, Teriyaki, or BarbequeHoney Mustard, Teriyaki, or Barbeque

Easter BrunchEaster Brunch
Sunday, April 5Sunday, April 5

Served 9:30 am — 3:00 pmServed 9:30 am — 3:00 pm
Club Closes at 4:00Club Closes at 4:00

RESERVATIONS REQUIREDRESERVATIONS REQUIRED



CHaplain's Corner
– Mark Thogmartin, Fleet Chaplain

An Ocean Diploma 
“...a whale-ship was my Yale College and my Harvard." 

~ Herman Melville 

This year I’ve made it a goal to read Herman Melville’s 
classic Moby Dick. Having labored through about one-
third of the book, I can say it’s been both a challenge and 
a joy. Melville is a master wordsmith, right up there with 
the great authors of English literature. People like me only 
tinker with syllables, commas, and a metaphor from time 
to time. Herman Melville takes those same raw materials 
and fabricates vast verbal empires that provide his readers 
with temporary sanctuary from the hassles of everyday 
life. 
Surprisingly, Melville never had any formal literary 
education past the age of 12. He did dabble in several 
occupations before discovering his true “university” 
aboard a whaling ship. It surprised me to find out that 
these ships often had well-stocked libraries that included 
contemporary works of law, biology, and theology. 
Melville consumed these textbooks during the long hours 
of relative inactivity while at sea. Add to this the multi-
cultural experience while living with and visiting people 
from civilizations all over the world. Thus, the quote cited 
above. Melville received a world class education while 
working on a smelly, sweaty whaling ship. 
Too often our culture has minimized the experiences, 
education, and influence reflected in some of the more 
menial occupations. Being an educator by trade, I believe 
schooling is mighty important. I preached to my three 
boys while they were under our roof, “The more you 
learn, the wider your horizons. Take every opportunity 
to add to your resume.” Even so, I’ve grown increasingly 
appreciative of the craft-persons we all encounter every 
day. One of my favorite biblical proverbs reads, “Do you 
see a man skillful in his work? He will stand before kings; 
he will not stand before obscure men” (Proverbs 22:29, 
ESV). 
There’s nobility in every legitimate profession. With 
the advances in artificial intelligence making some 
information-based occupations nearly obsolete, the 
skilled trades are more attractive and profitable than ever 
for those entering the workforce. And what would we 
do without the humble, cheerful folks who wait on us in 
hotels, food establishments, grocery stores, and countless 
other service-based jobs every day? Be sure to appreciate 
and express gratitude to everyone for the work they do. “In 
humility count others more significant than yourselves.” 
(Philippians 2:3, ESV). 

MarkThogmartin
FleetChaplain@buckeyelakeyc.com

Honoring All Honoring All 
commodorescommodores

Commodores BallCommodores Ball

Saturday, April 18Saturday, April 18
MENUMENU

AppetizersAppetizers
5:00 - 6:155:00 - 6:15

Caprese Skewers • Shrimp CocktailCaprese Skewers • Shrimp Cocktail
Baked Brie Bites • Fruit & Veggie TrayBaked Brie Bites • Fruit & Veggie Tray

DinnerDinner
6:15 pm6:15 pm

All tables receive a bread basket & side salads All tables receive a bread basket & side salads 

Pasta Primavera — $25Pasta Primavera — $25  
Penne Pasta tossed with Red Peppers, Onions, Zucchini, Penne Pasta tossed with Red Peppers, Onions, Zucchini, 

and Tomatos in a White Wine Lemon Butter Sauceand Tomatos in a White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce

8 oz. Smothered Chicken — $308 oz. Smothered Chicken — $30  
Marinated Chicken Breast topped with Sauteed Onions, Marinated Chicken Breast topped with Sauteed Onions, 

Red Peppers, Balsamic Reduction, and Provolone Cheese.Red Peppers, Balsamic Reduction, and Provolone Cheese.
Served with Roasted Red Potatoes and AsparagusServed with Roasted Red Potatoes and Asparagus

6 oz. Pan Seared Salmon — $306 oz. Pan Seared Salmon — $30  
Salmon topped with Lemon-Dill Butter and served with Salmon topped with Lemon-Dill Butter and served with 

Roasted Red Potatoes and AsparagusRoasted Red Potatoes and Asparagus

6 oz. Grilled Bacon-Wrapped Filet — $35 6 oz. Grilled Bacon-Wrapped Filet — $35 
Served with Roasted Red Potatoes and AsparagusServed with Roasted Red Potatoes and Asparagus

DessertDessert
All Entrees served with Black Forest CakeAll Entrees served with Black Forest Cake

Master of Ceremonies:Master of Ceremonies:
ViceVice Commodore Rickie Sue Grunden Commodore Rickie Sue Grunden

Entertainment:Entertainment:  
Blue SpectrumBlue Spectrum

mailto:FleetChaplain@buckeyelakeyc.com


Looking Aft
- P/C Steve Harris, BLYC Historian

Tornadoes & BLYC
While sitting at my desk working on the 
Log mid-March, the storm siren blew and 
I was reminded that it was Severe Weather 
Awareness Week in Ohio.  Just a little over 
a week earlier, we had a tornado warning! 
Now, I don't know if weather is getting 
worse or not, but it did remind me of our 
Club's history with these scientifically 
fascinating, yet extremely dangerous 
weather phenomena and how quickly a 
beautiful day in Ohio can go from sunny 
fun on the water to life-threatening in mere 
moments.  
Several tornadoes have hit the lake area 
throughout BLYC's history.  One of the 
deadliest was on June 11, 1922.  Narrrowly 
missing Watkins Island, the devastation in 
the Buckeye Lake Park and neighborhoods 
to our east was significant and led to three 
deaths and an estimated 20 to 100 injured.  
In that time, most of the area was occupied 
"summer homes," little more than small 
cottages which offered minimal protection 
to those seeking shelter — nearly 50 were 
destroyed in the Neel Addition (west of 
present-day SR 79 from 1st to 4th Streets) 
alone. News reports indicate that "hundreds" 
of boats were on the water at the time it 
struck, leading to a massive search & rescue 
effort on the water as well as on land.
While BLYC escaped unscathed, we would 
not be as lucky with the next storm just a 
few years later, in 1928.  Like the 1922 storm, 
it came quickly.  Here is a brief synopsis 
from Commodore Kyle Armstrong's 1951 
book, Story of Buckeye Lake Yacht Club:

Sunday had been hot and humid, but not 
unbearable to those at the lake. No one had 
really wanted to go home that evening. But, 
as usual on the second day of the week, few 
people remained at Watkins Island for the 
following day, Monday the 18th of June. 
Throughout the morning and until mid-
afternoon it rained steadily. Then it let up a 
little, and the gray overcast appeared to be 
breaking with scarcely a breath of surface 
air stirring. 
But, looking northward, a big black cloud 
was looming over the horizon. And turning 
to the southwest, a white one of apparently 
equal volume appeared about equidistant. 
With the lake still practically calm but 

eerie, these contrasting masses moved closer 
and closer with rapid acceleration until, 
in the west, they collided with a crash as 
though it were the crack-of-doom. 
Their impact seemed to set them spinning. 
And as they spun, they seemed to wind 
themselves into a single, swirling, funnel-
like mass with a whipping limber spout. 
With a freshening surface breeze springing 
generally toward it, the monstrous thing 
appeared to grow larger. 
Roaring and hissing, it came up the 
towpath, spewing from its superstructure 
leafless trees, featherless birds, boards, 
slivers, and debris of indescribable varieties. 
Lifting cottages from their foundations, 
it tossed them both landward and 
waterward. 
Then, passing over Watkins Island with a 
screaming, twisting wind of immeasurable 
velocity and mostly upward, it blanked out 
everything in its path as though under a 
rising, whirling waterfall in defiance of the 
force of gravity. 
Within three minutes, this vicious thing 
had come and done its nefarious, task and 
passed on across the lake with its energy 
largely expended. 
Along with nearly 1500 feet of almost 
wholly demolished towpath property, the 
Club's premises were a mess. A roofless 
two-story cottage was left grounded in a 
nearly upright position in the lake just off 
the Club's beach. The back channel was a 
sea of debris and uprooted trees which had 
tumbled in from all directions. Catboats, in 
their back-channel slips, were covered with 
litter but most of them still floating. 
The island was bestrewn with rubbish 
and, especially along its north and south 
shorelines, considerable quantities of its 
earth had washed from behind newly 
broken places in its seawalls.  
Structures on the island had fared no 
better. Roof coverings, sheathing and rafters 
were completely gone from the north end 

of the boathouse and most of the south side 
of the clubhouse. Elsewhere, much of their 
coverings had been lifted off. There was 
nothing left of the front porch, above its 
floor line, excepting rails, posts and beams 
to the east of its front steps. Surprisingly 
little glass was broken, but, inside, much of 
the clubhouse and its furnishings had been 
thoroughly drenched. 

The Club, with its own hands, concentrated 
its efforts on cleaning up its premises. 
Reconstruction, of course, was something 
largely for professionals. Estimated costs 
for such work were in the neighborhood 
of $5,000.00, and the Club's insurance 
covering it amounted to only $1,000.00. 
The Club didn't have the other $4,000.00. 
To make up for this deficiency, an 
assessment of $10.00 was levied upon each 
member, and all were urged to contribute 
as much more as possible. Fortunately, 
economic conditions were rising toward the 
highest peak in the history of the country. 
All except two members came through 
with at least their assessed minimums, 
and some contributed various larger 
amounts ranging up to $300.00. The total 
thus realized came to nearly $6,000.00. 
This with proceeds from insurance made 
available something like $7,000.00. 

Fortunately, there were no deaths reported 
at Buckeye Lake as the storm struck on a 
Monday.  Had the storm struck Watkins 
Island on a busy Sunday afternoon, it would 
have likely been a much different story.



Your Local Boating Experts
Family-Owned & Operated • Expert Brokerage Sales

Factory Trained and Certified Technicians
Winterization & Storage • Boat Commissioning & Service

“More than a Dealership: A Boating Community”

www.robbcomarine.com • 740-954-8004
New/Used Sailboats

New/Used Outboard Engines
New/Used Boat Trailers

New/Used Pontoons
New/Used Waverunners 

Used Powerboats

• Draperies • Motorized Products
• Shutters • Blinds & Shades

• Specialty Hardware
• Custom Bedding

www.HangUpsinc.com
C. Mark Russell 

614-239-7004
Fax: 614-239-7668

3751 APRIL LANE
COLS., OH 43227 

Custom Design and 
Fabrication of Interior

Window Coverings

hang
ups

Inc.

A registered 501(c)3 Corporation

To improve, 
restore, & 
maintain 

Watkins Island 
and support the 

Buckeye Lake 
Community

www.watkinsisland.org (614) 832-2568

Lisa has the experience, knowledge 
and connections to help you have a 

smooth transaction - and have some 
fun along the way!

4595 Walnut Road, Buckeye Lake, OH
740 814-0166

YOUR BUCKEYE LAKE REALTOR!

Rt. 79 (2 miles south of Heath)
Ask for Mike Bruckelmeyer

Shop 24/7 at CoconisFurniture.com

5246 Walnut Road, Suite B2
Buckeye Lake, Ohio 43008

740-877-6449
www.lepirealestate.com

FRIDAY NIGHT 
POKER

Join us every 
Friday in the 

Commodores 
Lounge!

Contact Mark Yerke for 
more information

markyerke@gmail.com

http://www.watkinsisland.org
https://www.doitbest.com/crabtrees-millersport-hardware/
mailto:markyerke@gmail.com


State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001739

Stacy R Engle Ins Agcy Inc
Stacy Engle LTCP RICP, Agent
417 S 30th Street
Heath, OH  43056
Bus: 740-522-5460

27193  R7-21

A personalized financial 
strategy based on your values.

Jeff Ritter, CLU®, RICP®, CKA®, Wealth Advisor
Central Ohio Group
7502 Slate Ridge Blvd, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
614-626-2778 | jeff.ritter@thrivent.com
facebook.com/jeff.ritter.thrivent
linkedin.com/in/jeffritterthrivent

614-805-7955
Servicing Buckeye Lake and 

Greater Columbus Areas
48 years of Combined 

Real Estate Experience
CatandHowardTeamLive.comCatandHowardTeamLive.com The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Andrea Taylor Ins Agency Inc
Andrea Taylor, Agent
5540 N Hamilton Road
Columbus, OH 43230-1322
Bus: 614-855-9421
andrea@taylorsf.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Member SIPC

Jim Ward, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
4455 Walnut Rd C
Buckeye Lake, OH 43008
740-527-0889

Let's get to work on a 
life you love.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894Q-A AECSPAD

STUBBINS WATSON BRYAN & WITUCKY CO.,  L.P.A.STUBBINS WATSON BRYAN & WITUCKY CO.,  L.P.A.

Navigators of LawNavigators of Law
Charting you through the legal complexities of life. We 

focus on planning for individuals, families, and businesses.

59 N. 4TH STREET P.O. BOX 488 • ZANESVILLE, OH 43702-0488
TEL: 740.452.8484 FAX: 740.455.4124 • SWBWLAWFIRM.COM

BLYC Member Mike Bryan

The highest compliment I can receive is a referral from my friends, family, and clients

740-246-5525
BUCKEYELAKE.COM

+
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Secretary/Treasurer                            Rick Hoffman
Fleet Captain - Sail                        David Paligo
Fleet Captain - Power              Brian Thom
Fleet Surgeon                               Doctor John Vangilder, M.D.
Fleet Chaplain                                 Mark Thogmartin, PhD
I-LYA Delegate                 	              Commodore Don Harris                                                
Parliamentarian                              Tom Campbell
Historian                         Commodore Steve Harris
Finance Committee             Commodore Mark Pyle, Chair
                           Commodore David Luttenberger

                            Commodore Rose McEntire
Commodore Charlie Campbell

Commodore Bill Collinson
Commodore Mike Bruckelmeyer

Commodore Vic Schroeder

Commodores Association      Commodore Rose McEntire
Insurance Committee        Commodore Bill Collinson
Classic Boat Regatta          Commodore Charlie Campbell
Snowball Regatta                                 Commodore Steve Harris
Annual Golf Outing        Commodore Jeff Hamilton
Bob Dye Memorial Poker Run                            Barb Hein
Commodores’ Steak Nite              Commodore Greg Miller
                           Commodore Mark Russell 
                         Commodore Rose McEntire
Good Neighbor Committee  Commodore Greg Miller
                                Mallory Miller-Sherer
Classic Car Show                                Jeff Schwartz
Howard & Rosa Clark                     Commodore Greg Miller
     Scholarship Fund                                      Evan Miller

Standing Committees & appointments

Buckeye Lake
Yacht Club

(740) 929-9941
www.buckeyelakeyc.com

Board of Governors
Commodore
Vic Schroeder

Vice Commodore
Rickie Sue Grunden

Docks & Rentals
Rear Commodore

Governor Bob Hegedus
Race & Regatta

Governor Kendall Cottongim
Communications

Governor Bill Ghiz
Bar & Kitchen

Governor Jen Lynch 
Junior Training

Governor Mike Perez
Membership

Governor Dean Pickett
Entertainment

Governor Brian Thom
House & Grounds

Board of Trustees
Commodore Rose McEntire 

Commodore Charlie Campbell
Commodore Jeff Hamilton

Commodore Mike Bruckelmeyer 
Commodore Bill Collinson

Club Management
Mark Schumacher, General Manager
Ish Howe, Front-of-House Manager

Josh Hutchinson, Executive Chef 
Rebecca Miller, Office Manager

Auxiliary Officers
President Michele DelMatto
Vice President Cathy Blaies

Vice President Kim Oyer 
Co-Treasurer Julie Bruckelmeyer
Co-Treasurer Mike Bruckelmeyer

Secretary Lori Falter

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/BuckeyeLakeYachtClub

Follow Us on Twitter
@buckeyelakeyc

SPRINGSPRING

WORK DAYWORK DAY
SUNDAY, APRIL 26th

9:00 am until 12:30
Coffee, Juice, & Donuts in the morning.  Pizza & 
Beverages for Lunch Provided for all who help
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