
Commodore
Vic Schroeder

August is like the Sunday of summer 
at Buckeye Lake. That last, long, easy 
stretch before the pace of the season 
starts to change. As we roll into the 
back half of our 120th Anniversary 
year, I hope you're all finding time on 
the water with family and friends. 
July gave us a lot to be proud of – 
three junior Sailors at Bay Week, 
BLYC running the fastest launch and 
recovery of sailboats in the nation, 
Car Show, Boat Show, Golf Outing 
– What a month of activity success 
and fun! Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered their time to make it 
happen. This club runs on that kind 
of commitment. 
August also has a stacked calendar. 
We kick things off August 1st with 
the Auxiliary's "Disco & Diamonds" 
fundraiser, with food stations and 
silent and live auctions, so come 
dressed to impress and support a 
great cause, our yacht club. The 5th 

Annual Cardboard Boat Race hits the 
water Saturday, August 8th, always one 
of the more entertaining afternoons 
of the summer. Our Dine & Dance 
lineup continues every Friday and 
Saturday night with Largemouth 
Brass, Zayne Harshaw, the Elaina 
Arthur Band, a Dance Party with DJ 
Justice Ishine, Madalene Roese & the 
Thorns, the Lakeside Trio, and the 
David Spires Duo – plus Acoustic 
Sundays throughout the month. Mark 
your calendars for the BLYC Luau on 
Saturday, August 22nd, featuring The 
Usual Suspects one of our biggest 
social nights of the year. 
As we head toward our September 
board elections, I want to encourage 
any member who's considered getting 
more involved to reach out. This 
club is run by its members, for its 
members, and new voices and energy 
on the Board to keep it strong for the 
next 120 years. If you're interested in 
running or just want to know what's 
involved, don't hesitate to contact me, 
a Board member or Trustee. 
A reminder to keep your contact 
information and photos current in 
the member portal, it helps us keep 
you in the loop and keeps our records 
accurate. 
Here's to safe boating, great 
friendships, and making the most of 
these last long days of summer on the 
water. 

See You at the Club
Commodore Vic Schroeder

Commodore@buckeyelakeyc.com

Disco & Disco & Diamonds Diamonds 
Auxiliary Fundraiser Auxiliary Fundraiser 
Saturday, August 1

Shucking Bubba Deluxe

Acoustic Sunday Acoustic Sunday 
Sunday, August 2

One Guy Shy of a Band

Dine & DanceDine & Dance  
Friday, August 7

Largemouth Brass

Cardboard Boat RacesCardboard Boat Races  
Saturday, August 8

Dine & DanceDine & Dance  
Saturday, August 8

Zayne Harshaw

Dine & DanceDine & Dance  
Friday, August 14

Elaina Arthur

Commodores LuncheonCommodores Luncheon  
Saturday, August 15 

Dine & DanceDine & Dance  
DANCE PARTY!!!DANCE PARTY!!!  

Saturday, August 15
DJ Justice Ishine

Dine & DanceDine & Dance  
Friday, August 21

Madalene Roese & the Thorns

BLYC LuauBLYC Luau  
Saturday, August 22
The Usual Suspects

Dine & DanceDine & Dance  
Friday, August 28

Lakeside Trio

Dine & DanceDine & Dance  
Saturday, August 29 

David Spires Duo
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Membership
– Governor Mike Perez

At the July board meeting, we were excited to welcome 
two new members who were officially voted into the club. 
Please join us in extending a warm BLYC welcome to the 
following:   

Mike Edwards and first mate Lori 
David Thompson and first mate Deborah 

We are thrilled to have you as part of our club community 
and look forward to seeing you around the island!   
First Readings   
In addition, we had three first readings at the July meeting. 
These prospective members will be voted on at the August 
board meeting. Please take a moment to review their 
personal information, which is posted on the bulletin board 
in the bar area.   
Membership Is Open!   
Although we are once again nearing capacity, membership 
is currently open and now is a great time to join. If you 
know someone who may be interested in becoming a 
member, please encourage them to complete an online 
application.    
Member Information Reminders   
To help keep things running smoothly, please review the 
following reminders:   
Ensure that all your personal information in the member 
directory is current. Updates can be made through your 
member portal.   
Don’t forget to add a photo to your profile if you haven’t 
already.   
Please know your member number, which is helpful for our 
club staff. This can be found in your member portal via the 
club website: www.buckeyelakeyc.com.   
If you would like your first mate to receive all club 
communications, please call the office and ask for Deanna. 
She can create a separate record in the Jonas system for your 
first mate.   
I hope you’ve had a lot of fun at the club so far this season.  
If I can assist you, please let me know.     
See You at the Club

Mike Perez
Membership@buckeyelakeyc.com

Bar & Kitchen
– Governor Bill Ghiz

First of all, I would like to give a big thank you to all of our 
staff for their hard work. They have worked tirelessly during 
extremely hot and busy days to deliver outstanding food 
and service to our members. These efforts have not gone 
unnoticed.  Many members have shared highly positive 
comments about their experiences here at the club. 
Our management continues to focus on areas in which we 
have room for improvement. They have been very receptive 
and responsive to the feedback that our members have 
brought to our attention. I would personally like to thank 
our management team and staff for their commitment to 
improving our club. 
Chef Josh has been offering some really fantastic and 
unique fish specials and raw oysters, which have been 
incredibly popular. These seafood specials cannot be found 
anywhere else on the lake! Meanwhile, our steaks continue 
to be a favorite for many. The quality is simply outstanding, 
especially at such a modest price. 
Thank you to all of the members who have been patient 
with us as we grow and improve. We are committed to 
continuing this progress. As always, please reach out to us 
with any feedback or comments.

Have a Great August
Bill Ghiz 

BarandKitchen@buckeyelakeyc.com

Nominating Committee
Candidates for Governor 
What do you want to do when you come to the Club 
– relax, entertain friends and family, see friends, have 
a drink, swim, have dinner, sail?  All of this happens 
because we have a Board of Governors, Trustees, and 
an Auxiliary that plans events and guides our Staff 
in all that happens at the Club.  You do not have to 
have special skills, just a heart to give your time and 
a willingness to work with others for the benefit of 
all our members.  We are not perfect, but we do give 
our best.  We need you to join us for one term to 
bring your enthusiasm to our Board of Governors.  
Our Nominating Committee and Board members are 
available to talk with all potential candidates.  Pick up 
your candidates packet in the Club office (Rebecca and 
Deana). 
Looking Forward to YOU becoming a Governor in 2027!   

2026 Nominating Committee: 

V/C Rickie Sue Grunden 
P/C Charlie Campbell

Casey Clark

http://www.buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:Membership@buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:BarandKitchen@buckeyelakeyc.com
https://www.shaw-davis.com/obituaries/patricia-greiner


entertainment
– Governor Dean Pickett

Hope you enjoyed the entertainment over the 
Independence Day weekend. As we are in the midst of 
our summer season, I want to thank each member for 
attending our various events at the club.  
Here is our entertainment schedule for August... 

In August, there are two events which I would like to 
specifically call out. The first is the Dance Party we have 
on August 15th. We are bringing in a DJ and are looking 
to “pump up” the club. The second is the Luau on August 
22nd, this is also our New Member Reception and features 
The Usual Subjects. Both of the events promise to be an 
exciting time.  
My goal is to always provide the club with a variety of 
different entertainment artists and groups. If there is an 
artist or group that you would like to see, please email me 
at entertainment@buckeyelakeyc.com. Additionally, 
there are time when we have last minute changes to our 
schedule, we try to keep the club calendar updated.  
Hope to see you around the Club

Dean Pickett
Entertainment@buckeyelakeyc.com

Acoustic Sunday
Sunday, August 2

One Guy Shy of a Band
12:00 – 3:00

Dine & Dance
Friday, August 7

Largemouth Brass
7:00 – 10:00

Dine & Dance
Saturday, August 8

Zayne Harshaw
7:00 – 10:00

Dine & Dance
Friday, August 14

Elaina Arthur
(Full Band) 
7:00 – 10:00

Dine & Dance 
"DANCE PARTY"

Saturday, August 15
DJ Justice Ishine 

7:00 – 10:00

Dine & Dance
Friday, August 21

Madalene Roese & the Thorns
7:00 – 10:00

BLYC Luau
Saturday, August 22
The Usual Suspects

7:00 – 10:00

Dine & Dance
Friday, August 28

Lakeside Trio
7:00 – 10:00

Dine & Dance
Saturday, August 29

David Spires Duo
7:00 – 10:00

Acoustic Sunday
Sunday, August 30

TBD
12:00 – 3:00

Docks & Rentals
– Vice Commodore Rickie Sue Grunden

Once again, the Classic Boat Show with the Plen Air artists was 
a great day on the lake.  It is a beautiful site to see our docks 
filled with some of the most beautiful boats of yesteryear.  
Thank you to the members who dock on the island for moving 
your boats for the event and for making our visitors feel so 
welcome. 
Dock Repair 
As we move into August and the wear and tear of wave action 
is taking place, please check the posts on the docks and report 
any loose ones to docksandrentals@buckeyelakyc.com.  We are 
trying to tighten the dock posts before they are a major issue 
and we have to replace them.  When you tie off, please tie at the 
bottom of the post to reduce the pull on the post. 
Dock Waiting List  
Are you interested in keeping your boat at BLYC?  Complete 
the online dock application and identify the area you are 
interested in docking.  There are not enough docks on Watkins 
Island for all of us.  Most start in Eastport and move up as there 
is an opening.  Our docks are private and only for your use.   
Winter Boat Storage 
Have you planned for winter boat storage?  The storage in the 
Eastport boatyard is an annual fee and includes trailer storage 
during the boating season.  Eastport is a secure facility, and you 
have the combination.  An advantage to you as a Club member 
is that you will pass your stored boat each time you come to 
the Club and dream of last summer’s fun and next summer’s 
adventures!  Apply online today! 

See You on the Lake
Rickie Sue Grunden 

DocksandRentals@buckeyelakeyc.com

LET USLET US KNOW ABOUT YOUR  KNOW ABOUT YOUR 
DINING EXPERIENCEDINING EXPERIENCE

www.buckeyelakeyc.com/feedbackwww.buckeyelakeyc.com/feedback

55thth Annual Annual
Cardboard Boat RaceCardboard Boat Race

Saturday, August 8Saturday, August 8

Rules & 
Information 
on the BLYC 

website 
under the 

events menu

mailto:entertainment@buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:Entertainment@buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:docksandrentals@buckeyelakyc.com
mailto:DocksandRentals@buckeyelakeyc.com
http://www.buckeyelakeyc.com/feedback


Race & Regatta
– Rear Commodore Bob Hegedus

August at the Yacht Club: 
     A Season of Champions & Cardboard Creations
The summer heat is in full swing, and the activity at 
the Buckeye Lake Yacht Club has been nothing short 
of electric. On a personal note, I was fortunate to crew 
on Fair Wind (Thanks Sanda!), and it was a blast! The 
comradery and sportsmanship from the entire fleet 
throughout the three races reminded me of how special 
and unique our club is! Join us on Sundays at 1:00! 
Spring Series Winners 

First Place: John Vangilder – Framboise 
Second Place: Jim Gallagher – Runaway 

Third Place: Don Harris – Tantara 
We had a great turnout for our annual Commodore Earl 
O. Williams Independence Day long distance race, with 
the following results: 

First Place: John Vangilder – Framboise 
Second Place: Chuck Bendig – Big Girl 

Third Place: Don Harris – Tantara 
Our RC sailing fleet is proving that high-stakes 
racing doesn’t always require a full-sized vessel.  
Congratulations to our top finishers for the Spring 
Series: 

First Place: Bob Hegedus 
Second Place: Clay Gibson 
Third Place: David Olney 

If you haven't seen these boats in action yet, you are 
missing out on some genuine excitement. Join us every 
Wednesday at 6:00 pm to see firsthand how much fun RC 
sailing truly is! 

Mark Your Calendars:  
     Annual Cardboard Boat Race on August 8th 
Looking ahead to August, it’s time to trade in high-tech 
rigging for heavy-duty adhesive and imagination.  
Whether you are a seasoned boat-builder or a first-time 
engineer, we want to see what you can create. To help 
you get started, we have cardboard available in the trailer 
located in the club parking lot for your use. Gather your 
team, start your blueprints, and we’ll see you at the 
starting line! 
As we head deeper into the summer, thank you for 
making our club such a vibrant place to be. We look 
forward to seeing everyone out on the docks and at the 
clubhouse throughout August. 

Bob Hegedus 
RaceandRegatta@buckeyelakeyc.com

House & Grounds
– Governor Brian Thom

New Pool Bar? 
Yes, you read that correctly that the House and Grounds 
department, along with a committee of volunteers, are 
designing a new pool par that will serve both the pool area 
as well as the front patio along with additional seating 
around the pool. There are no planned dues increases or 
special assessments to fund this project. The new bar will 
be a beautiful addition to our club and will include outdoor 
TVs. We are very excited about this and renderings will be 
available soon. Our plan is to start construction at the end 
of pool season this year and be completed by pool opening 
next year 2027.  
Speaking of the swimming pool, we have been extremely 
busy at the pool this year and have been at capacity several 
times. We would like to ask that members be mindful of 
the number of guests that you bring at one time especially 
during holiday weekends.  
As you may have noticed, red lights have been installed 
around the island and docks. This idea came from Put-in-
Bay, Ohio as they have them everywhere. This has been a 
proven method to help control the bugs on the island and 
yes it has been working.  
Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions, 
concerns or even maintenance request and I will respond as 
quick as possible.  

See You Soon at the Club
Brian Thom 

HouseandGrounds@buckeyelakeyc.com

mailto:RaceandRegatta@buckeyelakeyc.com
mailto:HouseandGrounds@buckeyelakeyc.com


Chaplain's Corner
– Mark Thogmartin, Fleet Chaplain

"Sit Down, You’re Rockin’ the Boat!”   
The great jazz musician Louis Armstrong was born 
August 4, 1901. To honor his birthday, and to maintain 
the theme of “Boat Quotes,” I present to you the 
lyrics from “Sit Down, You’re Rockin’ the Boat” by 
Frank Loesser, featured in the musical Guys and Dolls. 
Although Armstrong didn’t pen the words, he recorded 
his own jazzy, energetic cover of the song shortly after 
the musical debuted, making it a popular hit single. The 
words are fun, but also thought-provoking (edited for 
repetition): 

I dreamed last night I got on the boat to Heaven, 
And by some chance I had brought my dice along. 
And there I stood, and I hollered, "Someone fade me," 
But the passengers, they knew right from wrong. 

For the people all said, 
"Sit down, sit down you're rockin' the boat! (repeat) 
And the devil will drag you under 
By the sharp lapel of your checkered coat. 
Sit down, sit down, sit down you're rocking the boat!" 

Now I sailed away on that little boat to Heaven, 
And by some chance found a bottle in my fist. 
And there I stood nicely passin' out the whiskey, 
But the passengers were bound to resist. 

For the people all said "Beware, you are on a heavenly trip." 
People all said "Beware, beware you'll scuttle the ship." 
And the devil will drag you under 
By the fancy tie 'round your wicked throat. 
Sit down, sit down, sit down you're rockin' the boat!" 

Now as I laughed at those passengers to Heaven, 
A great big wave came and washed me overboard. 
And as I sank, and I hollered, "Someone save me!" 
That's the moment I woke up, thank the Lord! 

And I said to myself "Sit down, you're rockin' the boat" (repeat) 
And the devil will drag you under 
With a soul so heavy you'd never float. 
Sit down, sit down, sit down you're rockin' the boat!" 
And I ain't gonna’ rock it no more. 

As an afterthought, the apostle Paul cautions us not to 
put a “stumbling block” in the way of others who might 
be tempted to sin by our own actions (Romans 14:13). 
By “sitting down” when temptation comes, we’ll avoid 
rocking the boat for ourselves and our friends and loved 
ones. (You knew the Chaplain would have to get in the 
last word!) 

Mark Thogmartin 
FleetChaplain@buckeyelakeyc.com

Junior Training
– Governor Jen Lynch

I am writing this log post from the porch of the Dodge 
House in Put-in-Bay — looking out past the docks to 
Gibraltar Island.  People are on bikes and golf carts moving 
around and boats are coming and going from the marina. 
We have had a wonderful week supporting the BLYC junior 
sailors competing at Bay Week. Drew, Sadie, and Silas 
were all competing for their first-time at PIB and we are so 
proud of their hard work. Our club had close to 50 people 
on South Bass Island supporting our team. Every morning, 
BLYC members helped with the launch of the sailors and 
would meet back at the PIB Yacht Club in the afternoon to 
help the sailors to shore. Unfortunately, the Canadian fires 
caused poor air quality and low visibility for the sailors to 
race the last day. 
One more junior sailing regatta at Hoover, and the junior 
sailing team will be wrapping up their 2026 season. We are 
proud of what the team accomplished this year and we will 
build on this for 2027.    
A Snapshot at the BLYC Racing Team: 

BLYC — 4 racers with Brooklyn Buechel placing 3rd 
in Optis  
CYC —2 racers with Drew Buechel placing 3rd with 
Laser  
NCYC — 3 racers and Brooklyn placed 2nd in Optis  
Mentor Harbor — 3 racers and Sadie Tritico won the 
Coaches Award 
PIB Yacht Club (Junior Bay Week) — 3 racers —
First time at Bay Week for all three! 
Hoover — coming up! 

We are so proud of our sailing program. Coaches Katy 
Schroeder and Kyle Buchwalter managed five weeks of 
camps with 85 junior sailors, six regattas, and all of the day-
to-day that goes into a successful program.  So much goes 
into running the junior training program and we are so 
thankful to have such dynamic and dedicated coaches.  

Onward to the Cardboard Boat Race this August! 
Jen Lynch 

JuniorTraining@buckeyelakeyc.com
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Thank You Sponsors!Thank You Sponsors!
TITANIUM SPONSORTITANIUM SPONSOR

Marnita Swickard — eMerge Realty

PLATINUM SPONSORSPLATINUM SPONSORS
Feeder Creek Veterinary

Casey Clark
Dockside Donuts

Geer Gas

GOLD SPONSORSGOLD SPONSORS
FeeCorp

Kreiger Ford

SILVER SPONSORSSILVER SPONSORS
Jim Ward — Edward Jones

French Run Dental

BAND SPONSORBAND SPONSOR
Beth Moore — State Farm Insurance

Special Thanks to Michele Stoops – 5/3 Bank

Annual Luau 
and New Member Recognition

Saturday, August 22
DINNER BUFFET

Whole Roasted Pig
Whole Roasted Chickens

Teriyaki Swordfish
Sweet thai chili shark bites

Coconut Shrimp
Tropical Quinoa Salad

Collard Greens
Mexican Street Corn

Roasted Red Potatoes
Key Lime Tarts

Pineapple Upside Down Cake
Charcuterie Display Table

$45 per person 
plus tax & gratuity

https://buckeyelakeyc.com/library/Dining%20Menus/Current%20Menus/Brunch_Menu_Current.pdf


Communications
– Governor Kendall Cottongim

One of the greatest traditions in yachting is camaraderie 
shared between yacht clubs around the world.  I recently 
shared my experience using my reciprocal courtesy card 
at the Clearwater Yacht Club in Florida.  Earlier this 
year, BLYC member Brigette Charles proudly carried 
that tradition halfway around the globe during her trip 
to the north island of New Zealand where she visited 
three distinguished New Zealand clubs – the Bay of 
Islands Yacht Club Inc. (Ken Armishaw), the prestigious 
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron, and finally Gulf 
Harbour Yacht Club where she was warmly welcomed 
by Commodore Mike Pigne’guy and fellow members. 
Brigette told me that “each of the yacht clubs were very 
welcoming and hospitable” and they were “an example of 
family sailing and family values”. 
Brigette presented each club with one of our treasured 
BLYC burgees and in return received their club burgee to 
bring home to Buckeye Lake.  These exchanges represent 
far more than a simple swap of flags.  Burgee exchanges 
are a cherished maritime tradition symbolizing 
friendship, mutual respect, and the shared passion for 
sailing that unites yacht clubs across the world.  The 
visit to Gulf Harbour Yacht Club was made especially 
memorable through the gracious hospitality extended 
by Commodore Pigne’guy whose warm welcome 
exemplified the fellowship that defines the international 
yachting community.  The generosity shown by all three 
clubs reflects the enduring spirit of cooperation and 
goodwill shared among sailors, no matter where they call 
home. 
The pictures of Brigette exchanging the burgees are 
included here as well as the Americas Cup trophy 
that was on display at the Royal New Zealand Yacht 
Squadron. On behalf of the Buckeye Lake Yacht Club, 
we extend our sincere appreciation to Brigette for 
representing our club with enthusiasm, grace, and pride. 
Her willingness to serve as an ambassador for BLYC 
demonstrates that our club’s reputation extends well 
beyond the banks of Buckeye Lake.  We look forward to 
displaying these beautiful New Zealand burgees in our 
clubhouse as symbols of the connections our members 
continue to build across the globe. 
My email is communications@buckeyelakeyc.com and 
I look forward to hearing from you.  As always, don’t 
forget to update your profile, including adding your 
picture. If you need help accomplishing that, please 
contact the Club office. 

See You at the Club.  Cheers!
Kendall Cottongim 

Communications@buckeyelakeyc.com

SATURDAYS THIS FALL
WATCH OSU ON THE BLYC BIG SCREEN

OSU v. Ball State
September 5

OSU @ Texas
September 12

OSU v. Kent State
September 19

OSU v. Illinois
September 26

OSU @ Iowa
October 3

OSU v. Maryland
October 10

OSU @ Indiana
October 17

OSU @ USC
October 31

OSU v. Oregon
November 7

OSU v. Northwestern
November 14

OSU @ Nebraska
November 21

OSU v. Xichigan 
November 28

mailto:communications@buckeyelakeyc.com
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Looking Aft
- P/C Steve Harris, BLYC Historian

Again this month, I found inspiration for 
my column from Governor Cottongim's 
article.  One of the items he menions from 
Brigette's trip is the America's Cup Trophy 
on display at the Royal New Zealand 
Yacht Squadron.  Well, did you know that 
BLYC has an America's Cup connection as 
well?  I wrote the following article for the 
December, 2012 issue of the Log, following 
a visit to San Francisco...

– SGH 
The America's Cup
This past month, I had the opportunity to 
travel to San Francisco as I-LYA's delegate 
to the US Sailing Annual Meeting.   The city 
is abuzz with preparations for the upcoming 
America’s Cup.  The “America’s Cup World 
Series” was held there in October and the 
Louis Vuitton Cup (Challengers’ Series) 
and America’s Cup Regattas will be held 
there next summer & fall.  One may think 
that “pond sailors” from Buckeye Lake 
couldn’t ever dream of sailing in a regatta so 
renowned.  But, that’s not true… BLYC has 
our own America’s Cup Champion.
In August, 1851 a “radical looking 
schooner” sailed past Queen Victoria’s 
Royal Yacht from which she was watching 
the races.  After it passed, she asked one of 
her attendants, “Who is second?”  “Your 
Majesty, there is no second,” came the reply.  
That schooner, America, from the fledgling 
New York Yacht Club won the day, beating 
the best that the British could offer and won 
the Royal Yachting Squadron’s 100 Guinea 
Cup.  Thus was born what is now the oldest 
trophy in international sport.  The United 
States held the trophy from that day until 
1983 – the longest winning streak ever in 
any sport – and thus it came to be known as 
“America’s Cup.”  Beginning with that 1983 
loss to Australia, interest in taking back 
the Cup grew throughout the country, but 
notably to us, that interest really grabbed a 
young man from our Club.
Mike Hein II, son of Commodore Mike 
& Joan Hein, began his sailing career at 
BLYC at the age of 6.  Throughout his 
youth, he raced on our Junior Sailing Team 
– including several Junior Bay Weeks.  In 
1975, at the suggestion of Commodore 
George Fisher, his parents bought him a 
Lightning and his racing career began.  

In 1982, at the age of 18, Mike and his 
crew won the Junior Lightning North 
American Championships.  The next year, 
he competed as crew in the 1983 World 
Championships in Italy, finishing 5th.  It was 
during this time that Dennis Conner was 
putting together his crew to take back the 
Cup.  Not knowing Dennis, Mike did what 
any ambitious young sailor might do – he 
got himself a job at San Diego Yacht Club, 
Dennis Conner’s home club, as the head 
sailboat racing instructor.
Mike went on to crew for Conner in 1985 
on Stars & Stripes.  The boat was so fast that 
they finished their trials ahead of schedule 
and ended up with several weeks off.  It 
was during that layover that Mike met Bill 
Koch, owner of the 81’ Maxi racing yacht 
Matador.  Mike crewed for Koch, sailing 
all over the world and crewing in six Maxi 
World Championships including the two-
time winning crew of Matador 2 in 1990 
& 1991.  In 1992, Bill Koch put together a 
syndicate to battle Dennis Conner in the 
Defender Series to race for the U.S.’s defense 
of the America’s Cup.  Mike Hein, who 
began his sailing career on our little lake 
in the middle of America, was part of that 
crew.
In 1991, leading up to the Cup, BLYC 
Commodore Jim McBride challenged the 
membership to help raise money for the 
campaign.  The membership came through 
in a big way, with more than 80% of the 
members donating.  As a result, BLYC 
received a half-boat model of the yacht 
Koch’s syndicate would sail in defense of the 
Cup, America3, and during the America’s 
Cup, the BLYC Burgee was displayed on the 
transom.  For several years, this model was 
on display behind the BLYC bar.
Sailing with such greats in the sport as 
helmsman Buddy Melges and tactician 
Dave Dellenbaugh, Koch’s America3 
defeated Conner and went on to defend 
the Cup against the Italian challengers on 
Il Moro di Venezia.  Following the win, live 
on ESPN, Mike proposed to his girlfriend 
Annie, to whom he’s been married since 
1993.
Initially, Mike and Annie Hein settled 
down in San Diego, but sailors love the sea 
and they soon decided that living in the 
‘rat-race’ of the city wasn’t their cup of tea.  
After three years, they sold their house and 

cars and put their belongings in storage to 
go sailing on two private cruising yachts 
through the end of the century.  Mike did 
the annual world championships and still 
raced professionally through 1999.  
In 2000, Mike and Annie moved to New 
Zealand to oversee the construction of a 
130’ private yachtfisher, Mea Culpa.  This 
was cutting edge technology.  Utilizing all 
their experience gained from the America’s 
Cup, building other boats, maintaining 
them, working with designers, architects, 
and the shipyard, Mike and Annie 
completed the build by the end of 2003.  As 
a trained chef, Annie was in charge of the 
interior fitout and Mike did the engineering 
and exterior.  
In 2003, their daughter Abigail was born 
in Sydney, Australia and in 2005 they were 
blessed with a son, Maxwell, born in the 
Gold Coast, Australia, where they are living 
today.  Currently, Mike is still the vessel’s 
Captain, having sailed over 111,000 nautical 
miles on her own bottom, traveling in the 
Pacific, Southern, and Atlantic Oceans as 
well as the Caribbean Sea.   
When asked how did a sailor from Ohio 
get to where he is today, Mike replied, 
"First and foremost, I thank God for His 
guidance.  I had a wonderful upbringing at 
BLYC, with incredibly supportive parents.  
My entire family, including Commodore 
Bob and Doris Dye and my sisters Tracey 
and Barb, supported me.  The Fisher, 
Dressel and Petersilge families not only 
challenged me, but taught me how to sail.  
After every race, we always debriefed on the 
dock."
What about advise for others?  "Set goals for 
yourself and never give up.  Keep striving 
and figure out how to get there.  Others 
are willing and able to help, but it’s simply 
up to you to go and do it.  Dream the 
biggest dream you can and go achieve it, 
take the set backs as a learning process and 
go on.  Share all the knowledge you have 
with others, to help them become better 
sailors and persons.  This will enable them 
to challenge you to get better yourself!  
Also, go travel now, go live your dreams 
now, don’t wait as one never knows what 
tomorrow may bring."

BLYC's half-model of America3 is on display in the 
library upstairs in the BLYC Clubhouse

To learn more about the upcoming 38th America's 
Cup races in Naples Italy, visit americascup.com

http://americascup.com


Your Local Boating Experts
Family-Owned & Operated • Expert Brokerage Sales

Factory Trained and Certified Technicians
Winterization & Storage • Boat Commissioning & Service

“More than a Dealership: A Boating Community”

www.robbcomarine.com • 740-954-8004
New/Used Sailboats

New/Used Outboard Engines
New/Used Boat Trailers

New/Used Pontoons
New/Used Waverunners 

Used Powerboats

• Draperies • Motorized Products
• Shutters • Blinds & Shades

• Specialty Hardware
• Custom Bedding

www.HangUpsinc.com
C. Mark Russell 

614-239-7004
Fax: 614-239-7668

3751 APRIL LANE
COLS., OH 43227 

Custom Design and 
Fabrication of Interior

Window Coverings

hang
ups

Inc.

A registered 501(c)3 Corporation

To improve, 
restore, & 
maintain 

Watkins Island 
and support the 

Buckeye Lake 
Community

www.watkinsisland.org (614) 832-2568

Lisa has the experience, knowledge 
and connections to help you have a 

smooth transaction - and have some 
fun along the way!

4595 Walnut Road, Buckeye Lake, OH
740 814-0166

YOUR BUCKEYE LAKE REALTOR!

Rt. 79 (2 miles south of Heath)
Ask for Mike Bruckelmeyer

Shop 24/7 at CoconisFurniture.com

5246 Walnut Road, Suite B2
Buckeye Lake, Ohio 43008

740-877-6449
www.lepirealestate.com

FRIDAY NIGHT 
POKER

Join us every 
Friday in the 

Commodores 
Lounge!

Contact Mark Yerke for 
more information

markyerke@gmail.com

http://www.watkinsisland.org
https://www.doitbest.com/crabtrees-millersport-hardware/
mailto:markyerke@gmail.com


State Farm, Bloomington, IL
2001739

Stacy R Engle Ins Agcy Inc
Stacy Engle LTCP RICP, Agent
417 S 30th Street
Heath, OH  43056
Bus: 740-522-5460

27193  R7-21

A personalized financial 
strategy based on your values.

Jeff Ritter, CLU®, RICP®, CKA®, Wealth Advisor
Central Ohio Group
7502 Slate Ridge Blvd, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
614-626-2778 | jeff.ritter@thrivent.com
facebook.com/jeff.ritter.thrivent
linkedin.com/in/jeffritterthrivent

614-805-7955
Servicing Buckeye Lake and 

Greater Columbus Areas
48 years of Combined 

Real Estate Experience
CatandHowardTeamLive.comCatandHowardTeamLive.com The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Andrea Taylor Ins Agency Inc
Andrea Taylor, Agent
5540 N Hamilton Road
Columbus, OH 43230-1322
Bus: 614-855-9421
andrea@taylorsf.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Member SIPC

Jim Ward, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
4455 Walnut Rd C
Buckeye Lake, OH 43008
740-527-0889

Let's get to work on a 
life you love.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894Q-A AECSPAD

STUBBINS WATSON BRYAN & WITUCKY CO.,  L.P.A.STUBBINS WATSON BRYAN & WITUCKY CO.,  L.P.A.

Navigators of LawNavigators of Law
Charting you through the legal complexities of life. We 

focus on planning for individuals, families, and businesses.

59 N. 4TH STREET P.O. BOX 488 • ZANESVILLE, OH 43702-0488
TEL: 740.452.8484 FAX: 740.455.4124 • SWBWLAWFIRM.COM

BLYC Member Mike Bryan

The highest compliment I can receive is a referral from my friends, family, and clients

740-246-5525
BUCKEYELAKE.COM

+
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https://buckeyelakeyc.clubhouseonline-e3.com/


Secretary/Treasurer                            Rick Hoffman
Fleet Captain - Sail                        David Paligo
Fleet Captain - Power              Brian Thom
Fleet Surgeon                               Doctor John Vangilder, M.D.
Fleet Chaplain                                 Mark Thogmartin, PhD
I-LYA Delegate                 	              Commodore Don Harris                                                
Parliamentarian                              Tom Campbell
Historian                         Commodore Steve Harris
Finance Committee             Commodore Mark Pyle, Chair
                           Commodore David Luttenberger

                            Commodore Rose McEntire
Commodore Charlie Campbell

Commodore Bill Collinson
Commodore Mike Bruckelmeyer

Commodore Vic Schroeder

Commodores Association      Commodore Rose McEntire
Insurance Committee        Commodore Bill Collinson
Classic Boat Regatta          Commodore Charlie Campbell
Snowball Regatta                                 Commodore Steve Harris
Annual Golf Outing        Commodore Jeff Hamilton
Bob Dye Memorial Poker Run                            Barb Hein
Commodores’ Steak Nite              Commodore Greg Miller
                           Commodore Mark Russell 
                         Commodore Rose McEntire
Good Neighbor Committee  Commodore Greg Miller
                                Mallory Miller-Sherer
Classic Car Show                                Jeff Schwartz
Howard & Rosa Clark                     Commodore Greg Miller
     Scholarship Fund                                      Evan Miller

Standing Committees & appointments

Buckeye Lake
Yacht Club

(740) 929-9941
www.buckeyelakeyc.com

Board of Governors
Commodore
Vic Schroeder

Vice Commodore
Rickie Sue Grunden

Docks & Rentals
Rear Commodore

Governor Bob Hegedus
Race & Regatta

Governor Kendall Cottongim
Communications

Governor Bill Ghiz
Bar & Kitchen

Governor Jen Lynch 
Junior Training

Governor Mike Perez
Membership

Governor Dean Pickett
Entertainment

Governor Brian Thom
House & Grounds

Board of Trustees
Commodore Rose McEntire 

Commodore Charlie Campbell
Commodore Jeff Hamilton

Commodore Mike Bruckelmeyer 
Commodore Bill Collinson

Club Management
Mark Schumacher, General Manager
Ish Howe, Front-of-House Manager

Josh Hutchinson, Executive Chef 

Auxiliary Officers
President Michele DelMatto
Vice President Cathy Blaies

Vice President Kim Oyer 
Co-Treasurer Julie Bruckelmeyer
Co-Treasurer Mike Bruckelmeyer

Secretary Lori Falter

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/BuckeyeLakeYachtClub

Follow Us on Twitter
@buckeyelakeyc

http://www.buckeyelakeyc.com
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